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1. Modex ua c6emuxutu.e, V xux. np. Xp. Txuua, 
Cmapo3azopcKU xumepaxHU 6anu. 

Model of sanctuary, 5 th mill. BC. Clay, Star a Zagora 
Mineral Baths. 

2. Hdox, xpaa ua VI xux. np. Xp. Txuua, 
c. AypauKyxaK, AoSpuuxo. 

Idol, end of & h mill. BC. Clay, Dourankulak village, 
Dobrich district. 

3. C-bpn, xpasi ua VII— V xux. np. Xp. Poz, KpexvbK, 
A3xiauiKa cexutu.ua xiozuxa, Cmapo3azopcxo. 
Sickle, end of 7 th — 5 th mill. BC. Antler, flint, 
Azpiashka tell, Stara Zagora district. 
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4. Modex ua ^cuxuu^e, V xux. np. Xp. Txuua, cexuu^na 
xiozuxa do c. OSuapoSo, Tr>pzo6uiu,KO. 

Model of Dwelling, 5 th mill BC. Clay, tell at Ovcharovo 
village, Turgovishte district. 

5. riozpedaxuu dapoSe, huh. ua V xux. np. Xp. 
Maxaxum, xiuda Cnouduxyc, xaxtbK, cexuuyia xiozuxa 
Toxexain ocmpoS npu c. Aypauxyxax, Aodpumco. 
Grave Offerings, beginning of 5 th mill. BC. Malachite, 
Spondylus, stone, Golemia Ostrov tell, Dourankulak 
village, Dobrich district. 
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5n*bpaa 3a/va ot ei<:cno3wunflTa Ha HMM ce npoc- 
AeA-HBaT ochobhm eTanw ot 5KMBora b AHeiuHMTe 
6i>ArapcKM 3eMM ot Kpa# Ha VII ao cpeAaTa Ha II 
xt4a. np. Xp. npeAMeTOTe ot BapHeHCKWfl xaAKOAw- 
TeH HexponoA, Kaicro w HaxoAKH, 6eAe>KeiUM Hana- 
aoto Ha Hi4Bt4AW3auwoHHWJi npouec 3aeMaT yeHT- 
paAHO a4hcto b 3aAaTa. 

B i<pa.H Ha VII m npe3 VI xha. np. Xp. Ha BaA- 
KaHCKWii noAyocTpoB Kb3nviKB3.T h ce pa3BHBaT m>p- 
BMTe yeHTpoBe Ha npon3Be>KAaiua wKOHOMMKa. Tr 
ce ocHOBaBa Ha 3eMeAeAweTO w ckotob'bactboto. 
npeBp-bujaHeTO Ha 3eM*iTa b cpeACTBO 3a npennra- 
Hwe CTaBa npeAnocTaBKa 3a A^ATOTpawHa yceAHa- 
aoct Ha HaceAeHReTO. 

nope-HMOTa Ha roAeMUTe peKW CxpyMa, MapHua, 
TyHA>i<a h TexHMTe npwTOUw npeAAaraT BAarorrpwiiT- 
HT4 ycAOBHii 3a >khbot. ITo Ttix ce rrporrpaBJiT w rrbTM- 
iua 3a npoHMicBaHe Ha HaceAeHwe ot AHaTOAiisi (ah. 
MaAa A3M#) h Eren w ce aKTWBW3wpaT KOHTaimiTe c 
HaceAeHMeTO ot M3to4hoto CpeAH3eMHOMopwe. 

BAarOnpMilTHMilT KAPlMaT 14. HfaAHOBOAHMTe peKM 

boa^it ao pa3BWTi4e Ha 3eMeAeAHero. QiTAOKAaT ce 
peAwna BHAOBe 3eMeAeAci<M KyArypw: nuieHHua, e^e- 
mmk, rpax, Aeiua, ypOB m AP- 3anacwre ot s-bpHO ce 
chxpaHsiBaT b roAeMM cbAOBe-xpaHMAMiua (iiocma- 
ueum 111). S-bpHOTO ce CMWAa c pMHw mcahmllm — 
xpoMeAM (jiocniaueHm I). Pa3BHBa ce w ckotobt>a- 
ctboto, 3a KoeTO CBMAereACTBaT, Kaicro kocthmtc oc- 
TaHKM ot AOManiHM >khbothm: OBne, ko3H, roBeAa, Ta- 
i<a m rAHHeHMTe 300Mop<J)Hw (J)MrypKM, HaMwpaHM 4ec- 
to b ceAMiuaTa ot HeoAHTHara enoxa (6umpana 2). 

Bi>3HMKBaT nocTOHHHw ceAHiija, a nocAeAOBa- 
TeAHOTO mm M3rpa>KAaHe eAHO BT>pxy Apyro boah ao 
HaTpynBaHe Ha ceAmuwi motoam ((pomoc a). 
Btpxy CTpoe>Ka Ha crpaAMTe rawlrt cneyw^wKMTe 

Ha OTAeAHMTe reorpa(J)CKw pawoHw. Ochobhh ™no- 
Be ca BKonaHMTe w noAyBKonaHM >KHAWina, i<ai<TO w 
Ha3eMHMTe c nAeTeHO-KOAOBa KOHcrpyKipifl (Kap- 
ma do Bitmpuua 3). 

KaAieHHHTe cenuBa c Ao6pe orAaAeHa noBtp- 
xhoct, w3AeAM^Ta ot KaM'bK, KpeMi>K, koct h por 
(6iimpuHci 2) ca no-e^eKTHBHH ot Te3w ot npeA- 
xoAHMTe nepwoAH (naAeoAWT w mc30amt). 

EIpe3 HeoAHTa ce noAara HaqaAOTO Ha npow3- 
boactboto Ha icepaMMKa, KoeTo AOCTtira toa^imo 
cbB'bpuieHCTBO (Sumpima 2). CpeA HaM-paHHHTe 
KepaMH^iHM o6pa3Ljw ca c^epwHHMTe, noAyc^epwH- 
hm vi Ghkohhhhm cbAOBe, pwcyBaHM C GilAa MHHe- 

paAHa 6oh. C TeneHwe Ha BpeMeTO ce npoMeH^T 
(^opMMTe m yi<pacaTa. B uo-Kbcmrre eTanw Ha neo- 
AMTa ce noflBHBa noAwxpoMHa yxpaca. OpHaMeH- 
TaAHMTe motmbm ca pa3Hoo6pa3HH. CpeujaT ce bo- 
AyTW, cnwpaAO-MeaHApw, noacu ot TpwbrbAHMHw, 



M all 1 of the National Museum of History rep- 
resents the main stages of the human pres- 
ence in the present-day Bulgarian lands and 
comprises the period from the end of the mil- 
lenium to the 2 nc * millenium BC. The Varna 
Chalcolithic necropolis and a number of finds 
marking the beginning of the civilizational 
processes occupy the center of the exhibition. 

At the end of the 7 th and during the 6 th mil- 
lenia BC the first centers of a producing economy 
appeared and developed on the Balkan peninsula. 
The economy was based on agriculture and stock- 
breading. The land was turned into means of 
meakmg a living. Consequently a process of per- 
manent settling of the population started. 

The wide and fertile valleys of the big rivers 
of Struma, Maritza, Tundzha and their tributaries 
offered favorable conditions of life. Along those 
valleys the routes were established by which the 
population of Anatolia (today's Asia Minor) and 
the Aegean world penetrated the Balkans and the 
contacts with the Eastern Mediterranean regions 
were activated. 

The favorable climate and the deep rivers 
facilitated the agriculture to develop. A number 
of agricultural plants such as wheat, barley, peas, 
lentils, vetch etc. were under cultivation at the 
time. The grain supplies were kept for future use 
in big storage vessels {pedestal III), the grain was 
ground with hand mill stones (pedestal I) . Stock- 
breeding also developed, judging not only from 
the bone remains of domestic animals as sheep, 
goats, cattle also from the clay zoomorphic fig- 
urines, found frequently in the settlements of the 
Neolithic Age (showcase 2). 

Permanent settlements emerged. The accu- 
mulation of layers of dwellings rebuilt in the 
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Obdo6e, panen Heoxum, VI xua. np. Xp. Yxuua, 
A3MaiuKa cexutUfUa Mozuxa, Cmapo3azopcKO. 

Vessels, Early Neolithic, 6& mill. BC. Clay, Azpiashka 
tell, Stara Zagora district. 
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CDacTOKW (Oumpuna 2 — tcepaMwinu cr>do6e c 6k- 
xa a noxuxpoMua pucyuKa om cexutya om Cede- 
po3anadna PfbAzapust: Pt)A1)6huk, Upu6ou u Xoxeu- 
na nxou^adxa, UepnuuiKo; om pauoua ua Tpaxux.: 
A3MauiKa cexutijjHa xioznxa u cexiiut,na Mozuxa 
npu c. Xomutaia, B. TvpuoScKo). 

Flpe3 iieoAwra B^HMKBa paHH03CMCACACKaTa 

peAMI M03HO-MMTOAOrMUHa CMCTeAia, BKAIOUBaiHa 

npeACTaDH 3a 6oraHaTa-MaMKa, 6ora-He6e, KaKTo n 
CDijpaaHWTC c t/ix reyATOBe ktdm npwpoAHUTe ctmxmm. 
3aTOBa cBHAeTeACTBa oncpnTaTa MHoroGpowHa maoa- 
wa TiAacTMica ot HeoAWTHMTe ceAwnja (SumpuHa 2 — 

iidoxua nxacmuKa, omxpuma 6 ueoxumuume cexu- 

iiua KypiiAo, TouoAHuya u YlepmauKo^) . CpeA aHTpo- 
noMop^HaTa nAacTWKa ot ceAMineTO KypnAo ca 
npeACTaBeHW (JmrypKw b noTra bcm^km no3HaTM ot 
enoxaTa no3M. Cneixi4(|>MirHa e MKOHorpa^waTa Ha 
rAaBWTe, MOAeAHpaHH i iecTO ci»c cnAecKaHO, h3atjA- 
>KeHO Ha3aA TeMe, HanoAoGaBaiuo „kok". 

AHTponoMop^HaTa nAacTMKa ot TonoAHniia e 
yHWKaAHa. M^oamtg ca c pasMepu 6au3km ao peaA- 
iiwpQj A OAnaTa IiaCT Ha taaoto e KOMnaKTHa, a rop- 
naTa — riAOCKa c msakw ttlttkobuahu rtpAw. 

Eawh ot Haw-WHTepecHWTe aHTponoMoptJmw 
CLAOBe npOH3xo>KAa ot hcoahthoto ceAHiue ao 
c. rpaAeiiiHuua, BpaqaHCKO. OiMTe u hoclt ca 
npeACTaBeHM n AacTWHHO , AHaTOMimHHTe A^TaMAu w 
hslkutu ca M3pMcyBaHM cbc CBeTAoi<ac[)nBa 6o#, a 
ApexwTe — c qepHa (dumptma 1). 

KyATOBWTe MacMHKn 3aeMaT oco6eHO m>icto b 
KyATOBaTa npaKTMKa Ha oGwTaTeAMTe no HauiHTe 
3eMM ot BpeMeTO Ha HeoAHTa. TaxHaTa 6oraTa op- 
HaMeHTaLjwa h ceMaHTM^Ha w HaTOBapeHOCT noA- 
CKa3BaT pOA>iTa mm Ha >KepTBeHMHM mam Ha cbctma- 

HMHM npM pa3AM4HM o6peAHM ACMCTBH^ (SumpUHd 

1 — xyxmoSa Macwixa om Xomuuita u Sumptma 

2 — xyxmoSu mcicuhku om Kypuxo u YlepuuK), 




KyAmoSu mcicuhku, Kbcen neoAum, VI xua. np. Xp. 
Yauhci, c. Xomuui^a, BeAUKombpuoScKO. 

Cult Tables, Late Neolithic, & h mill. BC. Clay, Hotnitza 
village, Veliko lurnovo district. 



same place over centuries formed multi-strata 
artificial habitation mounds, tells {panoramic 
photograph a). The specific geographic charac- 
teristics of the different areas influenced the 
building constructions. The basic types distin- 
guished are dwellings wholly or half under- 
ground, as well as fence and post construction on 

the ground (map at showcase 3). 

The stone tools of well-polished surface and 
the tools made from stone, flint, bone and horn 
were much more effective than those of the pre- 
vious period (showcase 2). 

The pottery production also made a start 
and achieved a great perfection (showcase 2). 
Among the earliest ceramic objects are the sphe- 
rical, semi-spherical and biconical vessels, deco- 
rated with white mineral paint. Their shape and 
type of ornamentation changed with the rime. At 
the later stages of the Neolithic period the poly- 
chromatic decoration began to be applied. The 
ornamental motifs were of great variety 
volutes, spiralo-meanders, bands of triangles, 
swastikas etc. (showcase 2 — ceramic vessels of 
white and polychrome decoration from the villages 
of Gulubnik and Priboi, Northwestern Bulgaria; 
from the Hokejna ploshtadka site, Pernik district; 
the Azmashka tell in the region of Thrace and the 
tell, near Hotnitsa village, V. lurnovo district}. 

During the Neolithic period the early agri- 
cultural, religious and mithological system 

emerged, comprising the concepts of the Mother- 
Goddess, the great divinity of fertility, the 
Heaven-God and the cults of the Elements of 
Nature, connected with them. The numerous idols 
from the Neolithic settlements, that have been 
explored, attest to the beliefs of their inhabitants 
(showcase 2 — idol figurines from the Neolithic 
settlements at Kiirilo, Topolnitsa and the Pernik 
region). Figurines in almost all postures familiar 
to us from that epoch, are represented among the 
anthropomorphic plastic works, originating from 
the Kurilo village. The iconography of the idols, 
often with a flat, „bun" shaped crown of the head, 
elongated back, impresses with its peculiarity. 

The Topolnitza anthropomorphic plastic art is 
unique. The idols are almost of natural dimen- 
sions, with a compact lower part and an upper 
part of small, papular breasts. 

One of the most interesting anthropomorphic 
vessels originates from the Neolithic settlement 
near Gradeshnitza, a village in the Vratza region. 
The eyes and the nose of the face are plastically 
represented, the anathomical details and the orna- 
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BAaronpRHTHWTe KAHMamqHW vcaobjui npe3 xaA- 
KOAMTa (V — IV xwa. np. Xp.) m HaAwmero Ha accho 
AOCTbnHM 3a eKcriAoaTaijMii okcwahw mcahm pyAW b 
GhArapcKWTe 3eMH no3BOAiiBaT Aa bt^hmkhc h Aa ce 
pa3Bne pyAOAo6MBi>T m MeTaAypniflTa Ha MeA w 3AaTO. 

B^roiKBa MonjCH pyAapcKO-MeTaAyprwHeH 
yeHTbp npM Aw-ByHap CTapo3aropcKO (Sumpuua 
3). PyAOAo6wB'bT h o6pa6oTi<aTa Ha MeATa aobok- 
AaT ao cneuwaAW3aun>i, CBi>p3aHa c hobuk 3aHairr w 
aKTMBM3wpaT oSMeHa m TbproBM^iTa. OTAWBaT ce 

pa3H006pa3HM no (jx)pMa H C^yHKHWJI M3AeAWJI. 143- 

paGoTBaT ce MacwBHw mcahm 6paABw, tccaw, wtavl, 
iiiHAa vl HaicwTM (Sumpuua 3 — ochoOhu munoSe 
Medun ti3 de xur). 

>KMBOTbT B CeAMIHHMTe MOHiAM npOA^AyKaBa , HO 

BbSHHKBar H yicpeneHw ceAwnja (tyomoc b). l/terpa- 
AeHMTe c nAeTeHO-KOAOBa KOHcrpvKHTifl >KHAMiua ca 
roAeMM, c npaBOtAeH nAaH. Iio*iB*iBa ce yHMKaAHa- 
Ta KaMeHHa apxHTeKTypa b ceAMiueTO Ha ToAeMM^i 

OCTpOB AO C. AypaHKyAaK. BliTpeHIHOTO yCTpOMCTBO 

Ha >KMARHjeTO He ce pa3AwqaBa cbiuecTBeHo ot to- 
Ba b npeAxoAHaTa enoxa (6umpuna 3). B Hero hmsl 
neiirw, orHHina, stpHoxpaHWAwiua. XpoMeAWTe yBe- 
AM^aBaT CBOMTe pa3Mepu, kocto Bepo^THO e pe3yA- 
TaT ot yBeAM^aBaHeTo Ha Ao6wBidTe ot 3i>pHo. 

PenepToap-bT Ha KepaMM^HHTe claobc ce o6ora- 

TilBa C HOBM (J)OpMW. YcBOeHM Ca W HOBW TeXHMKM 3a 

opHa/vieHTMpaHe . HIpHAara ce w rpa^MTHa yi<paca. 
MoTOBMTe CTaBaT no-pa3HOo6pa3HM (Sumpuua 3). 

ycAO>KHHBa ce paHH03eMeAeACKaTa peAwrao3- 
HO-MMTOAoraraa cwcTeMa. B aHTponoMop^HaTa w 
300Mop(J)HaTa HAOAHa nAacTMKa, w3pa6oTeHa ot 
MpaMop, rAMHa, koct h MeTaA, >KeHCKMTe c[)wrypw 
3aeMaT ochobho macto. TeAaTa ca npeAcraBeHti M3- 
npaBeHH, noAyceAHa/ui w ceAHaAw (Sumpuua 3). 
CpeiuaT ce m cmhkpctmmhm o6pa3M c aHTpono-300- 
mop4)hm qepra (Sumpuua 1). KyATOBaTa cueHa ot 




Jx@yxuu.e6 udox, xaxxoxum, V xux. np. Xp. Txuua, 
Cmapo3azopcKU Muuepaxnu 6auu. 

Double-Faced Idol, Chalcolithic, 5 th mill. BC. Clay, 
Stara Zagora mineral baths. 



merits are painted in light brown, the clothes — 
in black {showcase 1). 

The cult tables occupy a speciphic place in the 
cult practices of the inhabitants of present-day 
Bulgarian lands during the Neolithic period. The 
rich ornamentation and the semantics of those 
cult objects suggest to their functioning in certain 
rituals as altars or cult lights (showcase 1 — the 
Hotnitsa cult table; showcase 2 — the cult tables 
from Kurilo and Pernik). 

The favorable climatic situation during the 
Chalcolithic period (from the 5^ to the 6^ mil- 
lenia BC) as well as the oxidized copper ore 
deposits within easy reach and suitable for 
exploitation, allowed the ore-mining and copper 
and gold metallurgy to emerge and develop. 

A powerful mining and metallurgical center at 
Ai Bunar, near Stara Zagora (showcase 3) 
appeared. On the other hand, ore-mining and 
copper processing led to a specialization of the 




CenuSa, xaxKoxum, V xux. np. Xp. Med, m. Ail 6yuap f 
Cmapo3azopcKO. 

Tools, Chalcolithic, 5 th mill. BC. Copper, Ai Bunar 
locality, Stara Zagora district. 



new craft and activated the exchange and trade. 
Cast products, various in shape and function came 
into use and massive copper axes, adzes, needles, 
awls and ornaments began to be manufactured 

(showcase 3 — basic types of copper products) . 

New fortified settlements appeared while the 
life in the tells continued (background photograph 
b). The dwellings of fence and post construction 
were large, of a rectangular plan. The unique 
stone architecture of the settlement on the Big 
Island at Dourankulak appeared. The internal 
arrangement of the dwelling did not substancially 
differ from the one in the previous age (showcase 
3). It contained a kiln, a fireplace, a grain-store. 
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ceAHiijHaTa MoraAa b OB i iapOBO, TbproBHiuKO ce 
npHeMa 3a moaca Ha xpaMOBO ycrpoHCTBO. Ta e 
KOMno3KpaHa ot 27 MwiiwaTiopiiw eAeMeiiTa. >Kpn- 
ljm c B^MrHSTM kt»m He6eTO p^ue b no3a Ha a^opa- 
uwsi ca M3npaReHM upeA r rpn OATapa, B'tpxy komto 
ce M3o6pa3eHu cMMBOAMTe Ha ca'khhoto, AynaTa m 
npupoAHWTe ctkxuu (diimpuua 3). 




KyxmoSa cu,ena, rajcen xclakoautti, V xwa. rc/?. A 7 /?. 
Txuua, cexuuijUa xiomxa npu c. OGuapo&o, Vawpadcxo, 
Konue. 



Cult Scene, Late Chalcolithic, 5 th mill. BC. Clay, 
Ovcharovo tell, Razgrad district, copy. 

Ilpe3 Kbcmisi xaAKOAWT ce nO*IB5IBaT HLpBMTe 
mucrorpaMM. Te BKAKraaT cncreMa ot cmmboaw, npeA- 
CTaBeHH i ipe3 Bp#3BaHe B^pxy rAwm (bhimpiina 3). 




Ylxonxa om Tpadeumuua u nenam om KapanoSo, 
xaxxoxum, V xux. np. Xp. Txuna, nonue. 

Vlaque from Gradeshnitza and Seal from Karanovo, 
Chalcolithic, 5 th mill. BC. Clay, copies. 

Ylo TOBa BpeMe ce ocf)opMii HOBa wepapxM^Ha 
crpyKTypa Ha oGiuecrBOTO. 3a TOBa CBWAeTeACTBaT 
HaxoAKMTe ot Hei<ponoAa npw BapHa (Oiimpima 
I). OrKpoHBa ce c[)wrypaTa Ha boras, komto cbne- 
TaBa u ^yHKijHMTe Ha >Kpeu. Tow e ueHTpaAHaTa 
<|)wrypa npw o6peAWTe w ocbiuecTBHBa Bp^KaTa c 
otbtdAhmh cbjit (Sumpuua 1). 

B Ha^aAOTO Ha 6poH30BaTa enoxa (III xwa. np. 
Xp. ) HacrbnBaT cbiyecTBeHH npoMeHM b o6iuecTBO- 
to. Flo TOBa BpeMe Ha BaAKaHWTe npoHW KBaT pa3- 
am^hh HOMaACKM rpynw ot ceBepHHTe npwnepHO- 
MopcKM crenw. Te3H WHAoeBponewcKW ckotobt>ahw 



The millstones became larger, probably as a result 
of the intensified crops. 

The repertoire of the pottery enriched with 
new forms. New decorative techniques were mas- 
tered and put to practical use. Graffito ornamen- 
tation started also to be applied. The motifs 
became more varied (showcase 3). 

The early agricultural, relligious and mitho- 
logical system became more sophisticated. Among 
the anthropomorphic and zoomorphic idols, made 
of marble, clay, bone and metal, the female figures 
are the most frequent. They are represented 
upright, half-sitting or sitting {showcase 3). 
Syncretic images with anthropomorphic features 
also occur (showcase 1). The cult scene from the 




Mdox, xaxKoxum, V xux. np. Xp. Kocm, c. AoSeti, 
Cmapo3azopcKO. 

Idol, Chalcolithic, 5 th mill. BC. Bone, Lovetz village, 
Stara Zagora district. 

tell at Ovcharovo village, the Turgovishte district, 
is considered to be a model of a sanctuary. It is 
composed of 27 miniature elements. Priestesses 
with hands raised to the sky in a posture of ado- 
ration are standing in front of three altars, on 
which the symbols of the Sun, the Moon and the 
Elements were represented (showcase 3). 

In late Chalcolithic period the first pictograms 
appeared. They include a system of symbols 
incised in the clay surface (showcase 3). 

A new hierarchical structure was established 
in the society at that stage. The finds from the 
necropolis at Varna (showcase 1) give sufficient 
reason for believing that. The figure of the chief- 
tain, who combined the functions of both a chief 
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Tpodeu UHSeumap am uexponoAa JSypauxyAax, V xua. 
np. Xp. 

Grave Offerings from the Dourankulak necropolis, 5 th 
mill. BC. 

nAeMeHa, 3ana3BaT aP^bhhh cm o6pmaw 3a H3Awra- 
He Ha HaArpo6Hid MorwAw, kowto ca MapicwpaHw 
noHHKora c KaMeHHw aHTponoMop^HH ctcavl (noc- 
mauenm VI). 
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Cmexa, panua 6poH3o6a enoxa, III xua. np. Xp. Yxuua, 
c. TlxaHudox, AofipuHKO (Auue). 

Stele, Early Bronze, 3 rei mill. BC. Clay, Plachidol vil- 
lage, Dobrich district . 

FIpe3 III-to xma. np. Xp. 3anc*iBa ynoTpe6aTa Ha 
6poH3 — cnAaB ot MeA u KaAaw. ToBa boam ao bt>3- 
HMKBaHeTO Ha hobh MeTaAypra^mTi w MeTaAOoGpa- 
SoTBaiijM ueHTpoBe. YcbB'bpiHeHCTBaT ce yMeHHHTa 3a 
cnAaBHBaHe, Kaicro u TexHHKaTa 3a npow3BOACTBO Ha 
6poH30BM H3AeAMfl. 3anoHBa ynorpe6aTa u Ha eAeicr- 
poH — ecTecTBeHa cnAaB Me>i<Ay 3AaTO w cpe6po b 
npM6AH3MTeAHO cbOTHOineHwe 3:1. ripeACTaBeHMTe b 

eKCn03HHH5ITa T43AeAM# OT 6pOH3 — Ce^MBa, Opb>KMfl 

m HaKMTM, orpaaaBar eranHTe b pa3BMTueTO Ha 6pon- 



BapHeucKU xaxKOxumen uexponoA, Tpo6 N° 1, V xua. 
np. Xp. VezuonaAen My3eu — Bapua. 

Varna Chalcolithic Necropolis, grave No. 1, 5 th mill. 
BC. Varna District Museum. 

and a priest, is outstanding. He was the central 
personage in the rituals and acted as mediator 
between this and the world beyond (showcase 1). 

During Early Bronze Age (3 rc * millenium 
BC) profound changes in the society occurred. 
Different nomadic groups started penetrating the 
Balkans from the steppes north of the Black Sea. 
Those Indo-European stock-breading tribes had 
preserved their ancient custom of piling up burial 
mounds, sometimes marked with stone anthropo- 
morphic steles (pedestal VI). 

During the 3 r ^ millenium BC bronze, an alloy 
of copper and tin, came into use. That led to the 
appearance of new metallurgic and metal-proces- 
sing centers. The alloying technology and the tech- 
nical skills of the bronzesmiths improved. 
Ellektrum, a natural alloy of approximately three 
parts of gold and one part of silver, began to be 
introduced into usage. The exhibited bronze objects 
— tools, weapons and adornments, form a clear 
picture of the different stages in the bronze metal- 
lurgy and processing (showcases 4 and 2). The 
bronze objects were cast in moulds, the two main 
types of which — one-piece (open) and two-par- 
tite, were invented at the time (showcase 4). 
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Cwpotfuuie, pauua 6pomo6a enoxa, III xux. np. Xp. 
3xamo, cpedpo, exexmpou, Med, 6pou2, m. Pynume, 
YlcmpuHKO. 

Treasure, Early Bron^p, 3rd mill. BC. Gold, silver, elec- 
trum, copper, hronzp, Rupite site, Petrich region. 

30DaTa MeTaAypmn n MeTaAoo6pa6crrKaTa (Sumpunu 
4 u I ) . 3a npow3BOACTBOTo mm ce M3noA3BaT M3o6pe- 
TeHUTe no TOBa BpeMe ochobhm TnnoBe KaAtnn — 
OTBopeHM w 3aTBopeHM (dumpuua 4). 

Ilpe3 nepwoAa npoA'faA>KaBa o6wTaBaHeTO Ha ce- 

AMLUHMTe MOFHAW, HO Ce pa3BMBaT M HOBM CAOKHO 

opraHM3wpaHM ccahiuhh CTpyicrypn ((po?noc b). 
MHoro or ceAMiuaTa ca yicpeneHM c K3MCHHM ctchm 
mam c poB. Te ca oGcamhchm b Ao6pe opraHM3MpaHa 
CMCTCMa, chcrcmiua ce ot ueHTpaAHO ceAMiue w pa3- 
noAO>KCHM b nepM(J)epM>iTa ceAwina-cnbTHMHM. 3acT- 
poMBaHeTO Ha ccamiucto ce nAaHMpa. Oc[)opMflT ce 

>KMAMHJHM KBapTaAM C o6oCo6eHO UeHTpaAHO npocT- 
paHCTRO M yAMIJM, miKOM OT KOMTO Ca C HaCTHAKa. 

B A^KOpaijMiiTa Ha KepaMMHHMTe claobc ot to- 
Ba BpeMe aanoiBa ynoTpe6aTa Ha iimypoBa yi<paca 
m MHKpy CTaijMM . Pa3BMBaT ce m hobm (^opMM — ac- 
kocm, qauiKM TMn „HDHaijMTe << , „TpoiiHCKM qanrpi" 
m AP- (6umpuua 4). 

C pa3BMTMeTO Ha MKOHOMMKaTa M Bi)3npMeMa- 

HeTO Ha kom m KOAaTa KaTO npeB03H0 cpeACTBo ce 

ai<TMBM3UpaT KyATypHHTe U TXprOBCKU BpT>3KM C 

no-AaAeqHM 3eMM. 3a TOBa MO>i<e a^ ce ct>am no ot- 
KpMTMTe y Hac bhochm cbAOBe ot MaAa A3m>i m ot 
EreiicKMTe octpobm, M3pa6oTeHM Ha rptHqapcKO 
KOAeAO, Heno3HaTO no TOBa BpeMe b TpaKMfl {Sum- 
puna 4). B hakom ot rax BepoiiTHo ca ce cbxpami- 
BaAM nap(J)KDMM, MacAa m ApyrM cksotm^hm 3a Tpa- 
KUfi ot oHOBa BpeMe ctokm. Pa3BMBaT ce m ceAMina, 
KaTO Te3M npM MnxaAM^, CMMeoHOBrpaA, rbAi^OBO 
m AP-, komto noAoGHO Ha Tposi wrpajrr nocpeAHM- 
4eci<a poAfl b TbproBMHTa Me>i<Ay M3TOKa m 3anaAa, 
Me>i<Ay MaAa A3m>i m LJeHTpaAHa EBpona. M.C. 



During that period life in the tells went on, 
but new settlement structures of eleborate orga- 
nization also developed {panoramic photograph b). 
Many of those settlements were fortified with stone 
walls or ditches. They were united in a well- 
arranged system of a central settlement and 
peripheral settlements-satellites. Building construc- 
tions were erected after a plan. Dwelling quarters 
developed with a detached central part and streets, 
some of them paved. 

Twisted, cord-like, and incrusted ornamenta- 
tion was introduced into the ceramic vessels plas- 
tic decoration. New forms also appeared — askoi, 
cups of the „Iunatzite" type, the „ Trojan 
cups"(depas amphiqipelon) etc. (showcase 4). 




Haiaxa mun „¥ynauiime" u ctdode, panna 6pOH3o6a 
enoxa, III xux, np. Xp. Txuna, cexuu^na xtozuxa npu 
c. rOnai^ume, Ua3apd^cuuiKO u nexponox npu 
c. T&puaSa, RpauaucKO. 

Cup, lunatzjte type and Vessels, Early Bronze Age, 
3^ mill. BC. Clay, the lunatzjte tell, near PazprdzfriK 
and necropolis at Turnava village, Vratzfi district. 

With the economic development and the 
horse and the cart treated as means of transporta- 
tion the cultural and trade connections with 
distant lands became active. The vessels, disco- 
vered in present-day Bulgarian lands, but obvious- 
ly imported goods from Asia Minor and the 
Aegean archipelago confirm that. They were made 
on potter's wheel, a technology at that time 
unknown in Thrace (showcase 4). Some of these 
vessels might have contained parfumes, oil and 
other exotic goods. The busy trade activity made 
possible settlements like those at Mihalich, 
Konstantziya, Gulubovo etc. to develop and like 
Troy to start playing an intermidiary role in the 
trade relations between the East and West, 
between Asia Minor and Central Europe. M.S. 
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1. Kaxia, 6pad6a u dxemo, III xux. np. Xp. Bpou3, HoSa 3azopa, BpaiguzoSo u TlonoSo. 
Dagger, axe, chisel, 3 rd mill. BC. Bronze, Nova Zagora, Bratzigovo and Popovo. 

2. Hatuu, III — II xux. np. Xp. Txuua, cexutu.ua \tozuxa npu c. lOuauxime, Yla3apdmiiuK0. 

Cups, 3 rd — 1 st mill. BC. Clay, tell at lunatzjte village, Paz&rdzhik district. 

3. GbdoSe, III — II xux. np. Xp. Txuua, cexuw,e nod Sodama, Co3onox. 
Vessels, 3 rd — 2 nd mill. BC. Clay, settlement of Sozppol, now underwater. 
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nTjpBWTe 3aCBX4AeTeACTBaHX4 B miCMeHM W3BOpil 
o6wTaTeAH Ha 6'BArapCKWTe 3eMM ca Tpaiarre. 
MMeTO mm ce cpeiua oine b pa3qeTeHHTe o6pa3uu 
Ha MWKeHCKaTa nucMeHocr. EIoBe^e Hay^aBaMe 3a 
thx ot noeMMTe Ha OMup „l4AiiaAa" u „OAMceji", 
i<ai<TO u ot AOCTHrHaAH ao Hac b nucMeHa 4>opMa 
craporpbUKw. MMTOBe. Haii-paHHHTe ce OTHacsrr 
icbm Kpaa Ha 6p0H30BaTa enoxa. Me>i<Ay tax ca w 

CbSuTMSL, CBl>p3aHH C TpOHHCKaTa BOHHa, B KOOTO 

TpaKwre ce cpa^KaBaT Ha CTpaHaTa Ha Tpo>i h Hi/iTe 
cpeujy axettcKoro HamecTBtie. Te ca npeABO>KAaHu 
ot CBOHTe o6o>i<ecTBflBaHw uape->i<peyH, ^mhto ct>- 
6npaTeAeH o6pa3 e onwcaHH/iT b AeceTa neceH Ha 
„MAMaAa" TpaicMMCKM uap Pe3oc: 

A3 6u3kx nczoSume icone, nau-xy6a6u u nau- 
edpu, no-dexu om chsu, 6tp?>o6em xamo Snochp. Ko- 
xecHui^ama xiy e u3muho ynpacena etc 3xamo u 
cpedpo. Jou doude c opxjmifi, 3Aam.Hu, ozpounu, 
du6nu da m Buduui; ue npuxwta na CMspmuu Mb- 
yte da m uoewn, a na 6e3CMbpmuu 6ozo6e. 

MaTepuaAeH U3pa3 Ha MorbiuecTBOTO Ha Tpa- 
KWMCKHTe BAaAereAM ot II xha. np. Xp. e CBeTOBHO- 

M3BeCTHOTO B'bAHldTp'bHCKO 3AaTHO CbKpOBWIHe (Ap- 

xeoAorMqecKM My3eii npw BAH — Cofyux). J$j±CKO- 
BMAHWTe npeAMem ot B-bahmtp^h ca hoaoGhw Ha 
npeACTaBeHMTe tvk (dumpuna 1). Cmmboah Ha 
BAacTTa — AyHOBWAeH Harp^AHMK m Apyrw npeAMe- 
tm ot 3AaTO, cpe6po, eAeKTpoH h 6pOH3 noi<:a3BaT 
A"BA6oi<:aTa TpaAMijHii OTBe>i<Aaina ao Hana/varo Ha eB- 
ponencKaTa HMBWAW3aHH?i (6umpuua 1). 

3a peAwrM03HHTe npai<TUKM Ha TpaKHTe ot 

paHHHil nepHOA VbffliM no A4HOro6pOWHHTe CK3AHH 

CBeTHAMHja ((pomoc d) w ot apxeoAornqecKH Ha- 

XOAKM, KaTO CbKpOBMlUeTO OT Ka3TlHeHe, BKAIOH- 




Kyna, XI 6. np. Xp. 3Aumo, cumSoauhho nozpedeuue om 
c. Ka3uueue, Co$uucko, My3eu 3a ucnwpua na Cocpux. 

Bowl, 11 th c. BC. Gold, symbolic burial at Kazichene 
village, Sofia district, Museum of History of Sofia. 



The Thracians were the first inhabitants of the 
present-day Bulgarian lands that the written 
sourses gave evidence about. The name was first 
mentioned in the Mycenaean deciphered texts. 
Homer's two poems, the Iliad and the Odyssey, as 
well as the ancient Greek myths give more infor- 
mation on the Thracians. The oldest of them go 
back to the end of the Bronze Age. Among the 
events, treated in the myths, are those connected 
with the Trojan War, in which the Thracians 
fought on the side of the Trojans against the 
Achaeans. The Thracians were led by their wor- 
shipped king-priests. King Rhesos, described by 
Homer in the Iliad's tenth song, seems to be the 
summarized image of those god-like leaders. 

/ saw bis horses, the most beautiful and the 
largest, whiter than snow, swift-running as wind. His 
chariot is exquisitely decorated with gold and silver. 
He came with his weapons of gold, formidable and 
fascinating at sight; it does not become the mortals 
to carry them, as they befit the immortal gods. 

A material expression of the might of the 
Thracian kings from the 2 n< ^ millenium BC is the 
world famous Vulchitrun gold treasure (total 
weight of 12,5 kg) (now in the Archaeological 
museum — Sofia). The disc- shaped items from 
Vulchitrun are similar to those exhibited in show- 
case 1. The pectoral, a breast-plate of a crescent 




AucKoSe, cpedpo, Gmopa noxo6uua na II xux. np. Xp. 
Ce6epo3anadna Bbxmpwi. 

Disc-shaped items, Silver, 2 1ld half of 2 nd mill. BC. 
Northwestern Bulgaria. 

form and some other objects of gold, silver, elec- 
trum and bronze, being symbols of power, reflect 
a deeply rooted tradition, reaching back to the 
very beginning of the European civilization 
(showcase 1). 

Of the Thracian religious practices in that early 
period we judge by the numerous rock sanctuaries 
(panoramic photo d) and the archaeological finds 
like the Kazichene treasure, which includes three 
ritual vessels of gold, ceramic and bronze, stuck 
inside one another (corridor, showcase £). The trea- 
sures of Vulchitrun and Kazichene, ritually buried 
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Barrio nocraBemi c-awh b Apyr pwTyaAHw CVvOBe ot 
3A3TO, KepaMHKa w 6poH3 (xopudop — Sumpuua 
B). C^KpoBMiriaTa ot B'bAHMTp'bH w Ka3W4eHe, 3apo- 
BeHw pMTyaAHO, ca CB^psaHw c TpnaAa, kooto npn- 
CBCTBa b peAMrwo3HMTe npeACTaBM Ha TpaKHTe npe3 
II w I xra. np. Xp. no TOBa BpeMe TpaxwTe o6wTa- 
BaT M3T04HaTa noAOBMHa Ha BaAKaHCKPta noAyocT- 
poB w AOCTMraT ao 3eMMTe Ha ceBep ot A30BCKO 
Mope, KapnaTMTe w ah. CAOBaKHfl:. B ApeBHocrTa 
ceBepHaTa qacr Ha EreiicKO Mope c ocTpOBMTe e H3- 
BecTHa i<aTo TpaxwHCKO Mope (Mare Thracicum), 
a CeBepo3anaAHa MaAa A3UR — KaTO A3HaTCKa 
TpaKWfl (Thracia Asiatica). 

CnopeA aHTH^HMTe aBTopw, b nepwoAa caca 
Tpo^iHCKaTa BOHHa, H3BecTeH KaTO „Ti>MHT4Te Bexo- 
Be" Ha eBponeiicKaTa wcropuii, 3a okoao CTOAeTMe 
TpaKHTe HMaT rocnoACTBo no Mope (TaAacoKpa- 
Tvifi). ToBa AOBe>i<Aa ao 3acwAeH rbproBCKu o6mch 
no Mope a no cyrua. B Ha^aAOTO Ha I xma. np. Xp. 
TpaKHTe OBAaA^BaT MeTOAWTe 3a a°6ub u o6pa- 
6oTKa Ha >KeAH30. TexHWTe 3eMw ca m Haw-6ora- 
th Ha 3AaTHH 3aAe>i<n b EBpona. Flo TOBa BpeMe 
TpaKH5i e H3Becraa KaTO ,,3AaToo6wAHa" , „ta , bcto- 
no^BeHa", „MawKa Ha OBue" w „KOHeB , bAun Tpa- 

KMMUTl". ApHCTOTeA TB'bpAM, He B TpaKWHCKWTe 

nAaHMHH pacTe 6op, kowto AaBa Han-AoSpMA MaTe- 
pnaA 3a KopaGHii Man™ (xopudop — dumpuna C 
u nocmaMenm D). 

KoraTO m>pBHTe rpupcn wcropwipi ono3HaBaT 
ApeBHa TpaKHa, 3a tax ta e Haii-HaceAeHaTa Tepw- 
Topnii b EBpona: 

TpaKuuaaimn uapod cxed uuduuacua e nau-zo- 
axm om 6cuHKii uapodu. Ako moil ce ynpa6tei6aiue 
077i edun zoc7iodap u 6etue eduuodyiueu, mou 6u 
6ux, 710 Moe Muenue, ue7io6eduu u mhozo 710-cu- 
xen 0771 6cuhku uapodu. ...Tpaxinne uocmn mhozo 
UMeua, 6ckko 7ixeue c7ioped cmpauama cu; no 
Scuhku me uuam 7ipu6xu3umexno ednaxSu o6unau 
6t>6 6cslko omuoiueuue... 

(Xepodom, Mcmopuu. V. 3) 



in the ground, were connected with a triad a con- 
cept that was present in the religious beliefs of the 
Thracians from the 2 nci and the 1 st millenia BC. At 
the time, the Thracians inhabited the eastern half 
of the Balkan Peninsula and reached the territories 
north of the Sea of Azov, the Carpathian Mountains 
and present-day Slovakia. In Antiquity the northern 
part of the Aegean Sea with the islands was known 
as the Thracian Sea (Mare Thracicum) and the 
Northwestern Asia Minor as the Asian Thrace 
(Thracia Asiatica). 

According to the ancient authors, in the peri- 
od that followed the Trojan War, known as the 
„Dark Ages" of the European history, the 
Thracians ruled over the sea for almost a cen- 
tury (thalassocracy) . Consequently the trade 
exchange increased by see and land. At the begin- 
ning of the 1 st millenium BC the Thracians mas- 
tered the iron smelting and processing. Besides 
their lands were the richest in gold-diggings in 
Europe. At that time Thrace was known as „ gold- 
abundant", „fat-soiled", „mother of sheep" and the 
land of „ horse-breading" people. Aristotle said that 
in the Thracian mountains there grew a kind of 
pine tree which provided the best material for ship 
masts (corridor, showcase C, pedestal D). 

On gaining an intimate knowledge of Ancient 
Thrace, the first Greek historians declared it to be 
the most populated territory in Europe: 

Tloe Thracians are the most numerous people in 
the world, next to the Hindus; were they wider 07 te 
ruler, or united, they woidd in 7ny judgement he 
t7ivi7icible and stro7iger thou any nation 071 earth. 
...They have many names, each tribe according to its 
region; however all these Tloracia}is have almost 
identical traditio7is m any respect... 

{Herodotus, History. V. 3) 




1 • 




Pexe(p ua xt6 om Cmpexua, V — IV 6. np. Xp. KaxtbK, 
Lion's relief from the Strelcha, 5 th — 4? h c. BC. Stone. 




TopxSa c KanxoSuden naudaumuG, XII 6. np. Xp. 
3xamo, Bexuxo TtpuoGo; 06et^u f IX 6. np. Xp. 3xamo, 
c. Eepuedo, Ce6xue6cKO. 

Torque with Drop-shaped Pendant, 12 th c. BC. Gold, 
Veliko Turnovo; Earrings, 9 th c. BC. Gold, Berievo vil- 
lage, Sevlievo district. 



11 



B3aAa 2 e npe^CTaBeHO ucropw^ecKOTO pa3BU- 
Tue no 6i>ArapCKTiTe 3eMH npe3 nepHOAa ot 
Kpafl Ha VI b. np. Xp. ao VI b. ca. Xp. 

Ot Kpaii VI I b. np. Xp. TpaKnncKWTe 3e- 
mm ca apeHa Ha cbGwTwa, kohto ocraBaT TpawHW 
CAeAH b h CTop vurT'd Ha aTMHHa EBpona — soeHHMTe 
noxo^M Ha AxeMeHM^CKa FlepcMji, HaxAyBaHuaTa Ha 

CKMTHTe, KpaTKOBpeMeHHaTa BAaCT Ha MaKCAOHPl M 

ice atm. FIpe3 T03M nepi/ioA, Ha noAMTMqecicaTa icap- 
Ta Ha BaAKaHCKH^ noAyocrpoB ce noaBaBaT Tpa- 
KHHCKKTe uapCTBa, HaH-aHa^HTeAHW ot kowto ca 
TC3H Ha CTHOKyATypHWTC oGiuhoctw Ha re™, Tpw- 
6aAM u oaiiucu (xapma do tfiwtpuua 1). 

Aoctm rHaAMTe ao Hac CBeAeHwa Ha ApeBHorpbu- 

KMTe MCTOpMUH /\aBaT AAHOro6pOMHM AaHHM 3a nOAM- 

TMiieci<aTa wcTopua Ha TpaKUTe. B onncaiiueTO Ha 
Oapmckoto ijapcrBO TyKHAHA nocoHBa, i ie ot A^p- 
>KaBMTC b EBpona, kowto ce HaMwpaT Me>KAy Mo- 
mmcKusL 33am b ( A^pwaTHiiecKO Mope) u Ebkchh- 
ckvul noHT (HepHo Mope), „mo6a t^apcmBo 6uxo 
uau-zoxxxio no pc&Mepa ua cSoivme npuxodu u dpy- 
etime ca doeamcmfia." AoKa3aTeAcrBo 3a TOBa ca 

MHoro6powHWTe apxeoAon/mecicw HaxoAKM ot Tepw- 
TopwaTa Ha EijArapwa, mokay kowto ca w eAHW ot 

HaM-3HaqMMMTe 3AaTHM U CpeGtpHM CBKpOBMIlja. 

nocraBCHH i-caTO rpoGroi AapoBe, A**ec Te ce oncpvi- 
BaT cAyqawHO, 3apoBeHw b 3eMjiTa mam npn npoy^Ba- 

He Ha XMAilAMTe TpaKMWCKM HaArpo6HM MOrMAH. B 

Haw-6oraTMTe rpoGoBe, mokay komto BepoaTHO n Ha 
BAaAeTeAM, ce oncpHBaT cmmboam Ha BAacTTa ot 6Aa- 
ropoAeH MeraA — TOpKBM, Harp'fcAHHijpn, pwtohw, 
tyuaAU, KaHH, KaKBHTO ca oti^phthtc b HeKponoAa 
npn c. AyBaHAwn, EIaobambcko (Sumpima 1). 





TopxSa u uazp^dnuuxt, V—IV 6. np. Xp. 3xamo, 
c. J±y6aHAUu, Tlxo6du6cKO, AM — Y\xo6du6. 

Torque and Pectorals, 5 th — 4t h c. EC. Gold, Duvanlii 
village, Plovdiv district, Archaeological Museum, 
Plovdiv. 



Hall 2 represents the historical development 
of the present-day Bulgarian lands from 
late century BC to the 6 th century AD. 

From the end of the 6^ to the 1 st century BC 
the Thracian lands became an arena of events, 
which deeply marked the history of Ancient 
Europe — the campaigns of Achaemenid Persia, 
the Scythian invasions, the short-time government 
of Macedonians and Celts. During that period the 
Thracian kingdoms appeared on the political 
map of the Balkan Peninsula. The most significant 
among them were the ethno-cultural communities 
of the Getae, the Triballoi, and the Odrysae (map 

at showcase 1). 





Kanumca u odeyu, IV 6. np. Xp. 3xamo, Mozuxaucxa 
Mozuxa, Bpai^a, MM — Bpau/i. 

Jug and Earrings, Afl 3 c. BC. Gold, Mogilanska mound, 
VratZfi, History Museum, Vratzfi. 

The information of the ancient historians, 
that has survived to our days, is rich in details 
about the Thracian political history. Describing 
the Odrysian Kingdom Thucydides points out 
that of all the European states situated between 
the Ionian gulf (the Adriatic Sea) and the Pontos 
Euxeinos (the Black Sea) „this was the wealthiest 
in its revalues of silver and its prosperity in gene- 
ral" . The numerous archeological finds, among 
them some of the most significant gold and sil- 
ver treasures from the territory of present-day 
Bulgaria, prove his statement true. Placed in the 
graves as burial gifts, they have been discovered by 
chance or during the exploration of the thousands 
of Thracian burial mounds. In the richest graves, 
some of them obviously belonging to rulers, 
insignia from precious metals have been found — 
torques, pectorals, rhyta, phialae, jugs similar 
to those from the necropolis at Duvanlii village, 
Plovdiv district (showcase 1). 

No archaeological research of Thracian royal 
cities from the early period (until the 4** 1 century 
BC) has been carried out to this moment. The 
Thracian Icings of that time governed their peo- 
ple from the fortified residences (tyrsis) and peri- 
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HazjrbdHuijfii, V — IV 6. np. Xp. 3xamo, c. Tfopdui^a, 
ueu36ecmuo MecmouaMupaue. 

Pectorals, 5 th — 4* h c. BC. Gold, Tvurditz/z village, 
provenance unknown. 

Ao cera He ca npoynBaHH apxeoAora^ecKW uap- 
ckm rpaAOBe b TpaKMH ot paHHM^i nepuoA (ao IV 
b. np. Xp.)- no TOBa BpeMe TpaKHHCKMTe ijape 

ynpaBAJiBaT ot yicpeneHWTe cu pe3UAeHiiMw (nop- 
3mcm) h nepwoAM^HO o6xo>i<AaT noABAacrauTe cm 
TepwTopMM. Ot CBeAeHHOTa Ha aHTHHHWTe aBTopw 
ATeHeii m TeonoMn HayqaBaMe, qe gap Kotmc „o6- 
xoxcdax anpauama cu u zdemo 6uycdax uecma 
cennecmu c cfopSema u c 6ozamii 6odu, nocmpoti- 
6 ax 3axu 3a nupiuecmda u xamo noceiuadax 6ckko 
eduo om muz uecma, koxkotuo nz>mu xty ce yda- 
6axo, npimacKX ycepmdu na 6ozo6eme, o6iqy6aA 
cbc caHo6nuii,tmie cu u ce uy6cm6ax 6xaxeu it 
tqacmxuS." rioTB'bp>KAeHwe Ha TOBa onwcaHMe ca 

OTKpMTMTe Ha pa3AM1HM MeCTa B TpaKHMCKMTe 3e- 

mm cpeGijpHPi CLAOBe c HaAnHCH Bi>pxy rax. Ha 

rpTjHKH e3HK, O^OpMQHH C nyH KTHpaHU 6yi<BM, Te 

yi<a3BaT 7 qe CLA° BeTe co6crBeHOCT Ha TpaKwucKM 
BAaAeTeA. ynoMeHaTO e w mmcto Ha rpMa, komto 
rw e A^pHA- Hau-qecTO ce cperua uMeTO Ha ijap 
Kotuc (383 — 359 r, np. Xp.). Btpxy ctAo^e ot 
Poro3eHCKOTO cbKpOBHiye ce hctclt vi HMeHaTa Ha 
HeroBwa chh Kepce6AenT (359 — 341) w Ha CaTOK 
ot Kpan Ha V b. np. Xp. (Sumpuuu 2, 3 u 4). 

B pe:iyATHT Ha aicraBHwre wkohomh^cckh n no- 
AHTHqecKH B3aHMOOTHonieHHii c rpbHKHii CBiiT, npe3 
V h IV b. np. Xp. iwkom TpaKUHCKu ceAunja rrpe- 
pacTBaT b rpaACKM, ThproBcicw u peAMrM03HM ueHTpo- 
Be (OwAwnonoAwc, Ka6wAe, XeAwc, nwcTwpoc). Ffo- 
>iB.?iBaT ce vi hobm rpaAOBe. n-LpBHirr M3HiiAO npoyneH 
rpaA ot tob3 BpeMe e CeBTonoAMC — CTOAMuaTa 
Ha CeBT III (330 — ok. 300 r. np. Xp.), otkpht npn 
CTpoMTeACTBOTO Ha ^30BMp , J<rjrrpi/iHKa" icpaw Ka- 
3aHAi>K. Tom e nocrpoeH no npeABapwTeAHO w3roTBeH 
nAaH, c npecwHaiHH ce noA npaB "brbA vawlth. B vk- 
peneHaTa pe3HAeHirna Ha BAaAeTeAii e xpaMT/r na Be- 

AHKMTe CaMOTpaiCMMCKM 6o>KeCTBa. Ha UeHTpaAHRSI 

nAOiuaA e orKpviTO CBeTMAWiue c OATap Ha Awohwc. 
npoyqeHH ca ochobwtc Ha mhokcctbo AByeTaxarw 



odically visited all the subject territories. The 
ancient authors Theopompus (in Athenaeus) 
informed us that the Odrysian ruler Kotys „used 
to travel over the country and every time he saw a 
shady place with trees and abundant in water, he 
built feast halls; whenever he visited those places, he 
offered sacrifice to the gods; he conversed with his 
dignitaries and seemed to feel happy and blissful 11 . 
The inscribed silver vessels, found at different sites 




(puaxa u KauiiHKU om Pozo3encKomo CbKpo6uiu,e, V — 
IV 6. np. Xp. Cpedpo, no3xama, MM — Bpai^a. 

Phiale and jugs from the Rogozen treasure, 5 th — 
Afl 3 c. BC. Silver, gilt, History Museum, Vratz&. 

in the Thracian lands confirm that description. 
The inscriptions are executed in dotted Greek let- 
tering and indicate that the vessels belonged to a 
certain Thracian ruler. The name of the town 
which had gifted them to him was also mentioned. 
The name of Kotys I, king of the Odrysae 
(383 — 359 BC) is the most frequently met. Some 
of the vessels from the Rogozen treasure bear the 
names of Kotys 7 son Cersebleptes (359 — 341 BC) 
and of Satokos, another Odrysian ruler from the 
end of the 5 th century BC (showcases 2, 3, 4). 




fyuaxa c uMento na u,ap Komuc 1 (383 — 359 t. np. Xp.). 
Cpedpo, c. Acnapyxo6o, Tlxe6tHCKO. 

Phiale with the name of King Kotys I (383—359 BC), 
Silver, Asparuhovo village, Pleven district. 



As a result of the active economic and political 
relations with the Greek world, some Thracian set- 
tlements grew into urbanized trade and religious 
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1. Mampuu,a, V 6. np. Xp. Epou3, c. T-bpHunoSo, Tbpzotfuupco, MM — UlyueH. 
Matrix, 5 th c. BC. Bronze, Gurchinovo village, Turgovishte district, History 
Museum, Shoumen. 

2. HaneAHUK, V— TV 6. np. Xp. Epom, Heu36ecmuo MecmoHauupane. 
Headstall, 5 th — 4t h c. BC. Bronze, provenance unknown. 

3. AnxuKat^uR, TV 6. np. Xp. Bpou3, Ulunxa. 
kplique, 4* h c. BC. Bronze, Shipka. 

4. BopoScKO CbKpo6mu,e, i^apcKU pumyaxeu cep6u3 c uMemo ua u,ap Komuc I 
(383 — 359 np. Xp.). CpeSpo c no3xama, EopoSo, MM — Pyce. 

Borovo Treasure, royal ritual set with the name of King Kotys I (383—359 BC). 
Silver, gilt, Borovo, History Museum, Rousse. 

5. CtdoSe, V— IV 6. np. Xp. Epom, Me3dpa, Ulunxa, Heu36ecmuo MecmoHaMupaue. 
Vessels, 5 th — 4* h c. BC. Bronze, Mezdra, Shipka, provenance unknown. 







1. Hauiu (kuxukc u ^uaxa-Kaxmcc) , IV 6. np. Xp. Cpedpo, 
c. AxexcaudpoSo, UlyMeucxo; YlxeSeucKO. 

Cups (kylix and phialae-kalix), 4fi> c. BC. Silver, Aleksandrovo vil- 
lage, Shoumen district; Pleven district. 

2. Anxwcat^usi, IV 6. np. Xp. CpeSpo, ueu36ecmuo uecmouaMUpane. 
Aplique, 4f h c. BC. Silver, provenance unknown. 

3. TlaHazwpcKO CT>Kpo6uui,e, u,apcKU pumyaxeu cep6u3 Seposmtno 
npuuadxexcax ua u.ap Ce6m III, Kpasi ua IV 6. np. Xp. 3xamo (mezxo 
6,164 kz), Ylauaztoputue, AM — Tlxo6du6. 

Panagiurishte treasure, royal ritual set, belonging most probably to 
King Seuthes 111, end of 4fc c. BC. Gold {weight 6,164 kg), 
Panagiurishte, Archaeological Museum, Plovdiv. 

4. KyxtnoSa xepaxauca, IV 6. np. Xp. Cexo HcnepuxoSo, Yla3apdmiuiK0. 
Cult ceramics, 4ft> c. BC. Isperihovo village, Pazflrdzfrik district. 
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CeSmonoAuc — zpafyuHtta peKoncmpyKiAun. 
Seuthopolis — a graphic reconsruction. 

}KWAWuja c KepaMoriAacTM^Ha yicpaca Ha noKpwBWTe. 
KpenocTHprre ctchm. c nop™ w kvam 3aiuiiTaBaT rpa- 
Aa, KaKTo m BKAioqeHM b Hero yicpeneH ijapcKw abo- 
peu. LJapcKHiiT rpaA CeBTonoAHC e cbieTaBaA nocm- 

TKCHMJITH Ha eAWHHCTW^CCKOTO rpaAoycTpowcTBO c 

TpaKuucKMTe CTpoMTeAHM Tpa^MijMM. 3a SoraTCTBaTa 
Ha TpaKHHCKaTa apHCTOKpaunji ot to3h panoH cbu- 
AeTCACTBaT icaicTO HaxoAKMTc ot CeBTonoAwc, TaKa w 
TC3H ot pa3noAO>i<eHT4Te HaoKOAO moitiahh Hei<pono- 

au (Jkimpimu 5 11 10). Ot HaAnwc, oncpi/rr b cuera- 
ahhjcto Ha CeBTonoACKHii ABopeu Hay^aBaMe 3a B3a- 
TdMOOTHOiueHUflTa Me>i<Ay HacAeAHwywTe Ha CeBT III 
b CeBTonoAHC u BAacTBaiHMjiT b Ka6wAe CnaproK: 



rpoouu dapo6e, IV— II 6. np. Xp. 3Aamo c eMawi, cpedpo 
c no3Auma f 6pon3, zpo6nui§a 6 MozuAa N? 81, Ulunxa. 

Grave Offerings, 4* h —2 nd c. BC. Gold, enamel, silver, 
gilt, bronze, tomb No. 81, Shipka. 

...Tloneyxe Ce6m, doxamo 6eiue 6 dodpo 3dpa6e 
npedade EnuMen c uMyiaecm6omo uy ua Cnap- 
moK, a CnapmoK cpeiuy mo6a uy dade 3axoz 3a 
6%puocm, EepeuuKa u neunume cimo6e XeSpmexM, 
Tepee, Camox u Cadaxa peiuuxa, Koemo 3acma u 
nomoMijjUme um, da ce npedade 3a ipix mi6om 
Enuxieu c uMytyecmfiomo My ua Oiapmox... 

(nocmaMewn IV). T.A. 



centers during the 5^ and the 4 t ^ 1 centuries BC 
(Philippopolis, Kabyle, HeUis, Pistiros). New towns 
also appeared. The first thoroughly explored city 
from that time is Seuthopolis, the capital of 
Seuthes III (c. 330—300 BC), discovered during 
the excavation works for the Koprinka dam near 
Kazanluk, today under the dam waters. The city 
developed according a building plan, with streets, 
crossing at right angles. The Temple of the Great 
Gods of Samothrace was situated in the fortified 
king's residence. A sanctuary with an altar dedica- 




Tpo6uu dapoSe, V— IV 6. np. Xp. 3xamo, cpedpo, 6pou3, 
CuueSa uozuxa, Ulunxa. 

Grave Offerings, 5 th — 4 th c. BC. Gold, silver, bronze, 
Sineva mound near Shipka. 

ted to Dionysus was revealed in the central square. 
Uncovered were the foundations of great number of 
two-storey houses with roofs of ceramic plastic de- 
coration. The fortress- walls with gates and towers 
protected the city, as well as the incorporated in it 
fortified royal palace. The royal city of Seuthopolis 
combined both the achievements of the Hellenistic 
urbanization and the Thracian traditions in buil- 
ding. The finds from Seuthopolis and from the bu- 
rial mound-necropoleis, situated in its neighbour- 
hood {showcases 5, 10) testify to the wealth of the 
local Thracian aristocracy. We learn more about the 
relationship between the descendants of Seuthes III 
and Spartokos, ruling in Kabyle, from the inscrip- 
tion, discovered in the sanctuary of the palace: 

...As Seuthes, while in good health had deli- 
vered Epimenes and his property to Spartokos, and 
Spartokos had pledged him his loyalty, Berenike 
and her sons Hebrizelmes, Teres, Satokos and 
Sadalas decided to leave Epimenes and his proper- 
ty to Spartokos till the end of his days... 

{pedestal IV). G.L. 
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3 aceABaHero Ha eAWHtue no 6peroBere Ha 
J Erencito, MpaMopHO u HepHO Mope npe3 
VIII — VII b. np. Xp. oi<a3Ba cbiuecTBeHo BAmiHwe 
B-bpxy HCTopwHecKwre w eTHOKyATypHMTe npoyecH b 
TpaKMii. ripw o6pa3yBaHeTO Ha Mpe>i<ca ot AT>HjepHw 
rpaAOBe-A^KaBM Ha MerponoAMMTe (MwAer, Mera- 
pa, KaAxeAOH), cawhwtc ce HacraroiBaT no npaBHAO 

B CTapH TpaKMMCKM CeAWHja. OoAMCTbT H CTHOCbT 




HepSencxpuzypHu cbdo6e, TV 6. np. Xp. KepaMuxa, 
HexponoA ua Atioaohuh YloumuKa (Co3onox). 

Red-figured Vessels, ceramic, 4* h c. BC. Necropolis of 
Apollonia Pontica (Sozopol). 

— ABeTe ochobhh (J>opMH na conwaAHa opraHM3ayn^i 
b K3roM3TOKa Ha EBpona — ce cbHeraBaT b KOHTaK- 
THMTe KpanMopcKM 30HM, icbAero ce OCbineCTBHBa 
o6mch Ha HAeM, 3HaHM«, TexHwqecKM cpmHOcm w 
H3AeAM^i. B>ipBaHM>i m o6peAw ce CMHKpero3MpaT b 
Tnnn^HO abvkvatvpho npocTpaHCTBO, b kocto cbo- 
6cv\ho en B3anMOAencTBaT HopMHTe Ha eAHHCKaTa u 
Ha TpaKMHCKaTa hchhocthm cucreMU b ucropuqecKn 
aKTMBHO u TBopqecKO noBeAeHMe. B3aiiMOAeMCTBMe- 
to Me>i<Ay eraocHaTa u noAMCHaTa KVATypu e orpa- 
3eno ^rpea eKcnoHaTM ot HepHOMopcKMTe koaohhh 

— rAaBHo AnoAOHHii (ah. Co3onoA), MecaM6pwji 
(ah. Hece6T>p) w AwoHwconoAwc (ah. BaAHWK) 
(Sitmpuna 6). E.n. m A.K. 



The Hellenic colonization of the Aegean, 
Marmara and Black Sea coasts in the 8 th 
and 7 th centuries BC substantially influenced the 
historical and ethno-cultural processes in Thrace. 
In establishing a net of filial city-states (Miletos, 
Megara, Colchis), the Greeks used to occupy old 
Thracian settlements. The ethnos and the polis, 
the two basic forms of social organization in the 
European Southeast, combined in the contact 
coastal regions, where the exchange of ideas, 
knowledge, technical skills and articles was 
achieved. Beliefs and rituals obtained syncretic 
characteristics in formed a typical bi-cultural zone 
of freely interacting norms of the Hellenic and 
Thracian value systems in a historically active and 
creative attitude. The interaction between the eth- 
nos and the polis cultures is represented through 
exhibits from the Black Sea town-colonies, mainly 




hynpanuu, Smopa noxofkma na IV 6. np. Xp. Oao6o, 
nenponoA na Auoaohuk TlonmuKa (Co30tioa). 

Bucranium, 2 tu * half of 4fi c. BC. Lead, necropolis of 
Apollonia Pontica (Sozopol). 

of Apollonia (today Sozopol) 7 Mesambria 
(Kfesebur) and Dionysopolis (Balchik) (show- 
case 6). E.P. and L.K. 



a A'bAroTpawHWTe n iiaoaotbophh B3anMOOTHO- 
uienun mokay TpaKHHCKHTe BAaAereAH n 
3anaAHO-HepHOMOpci<HTe no Anew npe3 eAw- 
HHCiwiecKaTa enoxa, HayqaBaMe ot MpaMopiiMTe 
AeKpeTM Ha ynpaBWTe Ha MecaM6pwfl w Awohmco- 
noAuc (nocmaMeum V u VI). B MecaM6pHHci<H^ 
AeicpeT ce cnoMeHaBa, qe xaTO 6AaroAeTeAM Ha rpa- 
Aa, TpaKwwcKHflT uap CaAaAa, a w HeroBWTe 
npeAiuecTBeHHLju MoncioecT, TapyraH, Mcahct h 
Kothc ca yBemaBaHH etc 3AaTHH bchhh. ToBa ce 
w3B'hpmBa BOiKa roAvma Ha npa3HWHvrre b necr Ha 
Awohhc b TeaTBpa. /KnTeAWTe Ha MecaM6pw.a Aa- 
BaT Ha TpaKMMCKwa BAaAeTeA CaAaAa rpa>icAaHCTBO 
u npaBOTO &a 6tAe noqeTeH npeACTaBHTCA Ha rpa- 



The marble decrees of the Mesambria and 
Dionysopolis governors (pedestals V, V7) provide 
information on the long-standing and fruitful 
interrelations between the Thracian rulers and 
the poleis on the western Black sea coast during 
the Hellenistic time. The Mesambria decree says 
that the Thracian long Sadalas and his predeces- 
sors Mopsuestis, Taroutin, Medistas and Kotys were 
crowned with golden wreaths as benefactors of the 
town. That act was carried out in the theater every 
year during the celebrations of Dionysus. The 
Thracian ruler Sadalas had won recognition and the 
Mesambria townsfolk awarded him the right to be a 
honorary representative of the town, to have the 



3 



17 



Aa 7 MMa ntpBO macto Ha o6iuecTBeHMTe wrpM, Aa 
BAM3a u M3AM3a c Kopa6nTe cm b MecaM6pwwcKOTo 
npwcTaHwiue Heo6e3noico>iBaH. 




Ulxexi, IV 6. np. Xp. Bpons, cpe&opnu anxuKauuu, 
c. TlAemena) Tot^edeAtedcKo. 

Helmet, 4ft c. BC. Bronze, silver appliques, Vletena vil- 
lage* Gotze Delchev region. 

B wcTopwjrra roiMa cbcachw^ 3a TpaKHHCKa Boen- 
Ha eKcnaH3i4a. „BamaTa Ha MCTopw^Ta" XepoAOT 
noA^epTaBa, qe eA^H ot TpaKwwcKMTe uape „...ua 6u- 
caxmwne u KpecmoHCxama ?>eMSi kcbclx, ne do6po6ox- 
ho n&xia da ce noxopu ua nepcuiuzKUR t^ap Kcepxc u 
ce ommezAUA 6 nxaHunama Podo?iu, a ua cuuoderne 
cu 3a6pauuA da mprbmam na noxod cpeiqy Exada. 11 

(Xepodom, I4o?iopun. VIII. 116) 

Aopw b onwcaHwa ot Tvkhawa noxoA (429 r. 
np. Xp.), Hap CwTaAK AocraraaA caMO ao K>ro3a- 
naAHMTe TpaKMwcKW npeAeAM. IlpeACTaBeHH ca 06- 
pa3ijM Ha TpaiaiiicKO BijOp^KeHue ot BTopaTa 
noAOBMHa Ha I xwa. np. Xp. (dnmpima 7). 

IlocTM>KeHt4HTa Ha TpaKMPiCKaTa KyATypa 
HaMwpaT CBoeTO noTBT>p>i<ACHHe b uieAfcOBpprre Ha 




PumoH c uMemo ua i^ap Komuc I (383 — 359 z. np. Xp.). 
Cpe6po, no3xama, cbKpoGuiue om BopoSo, MM — Pyce. 

Rhyton bearing the name of King Kotys I (383— 
359 BC). The Borovo treasure, Silver, gilt, History 
Museum, Rousse. 



first place in the common games, to enter and leave 
on his ships the port of Mesambria undisturbed. 

The historical records tell nothing about a 
Thracian expansion. Herodotus, the „ Father of 
History" emphasized the fact that the Thracian king 
„...of the Bisalti and the Krestonian land having 
declared he would not submit to the Persian king 
Xerxes, withdrew to the Woodope Mountains, forbid- 
ding his sons to undertake a campaig)i against Hellas! 1 

(Herodotus, History. VIII. 116) 

Even in the campaign, described by Thucydides 
(BC 429), king Sitalces succeeded to reach only the 
Southwest of the Thracian territories. Specimens of 
Thracian armaments from the second half of the 
1 st millenium BC are exhibited in showcase 7. 



"hi 



TpaKuucKO ftbopTywenue om Omopama noxoduna ua 
I xua. np. Xp. 

Thracian armament from the second half of the 
pt mill. BC. 

The masterpieces of the toreutics, dating 
back from the 5 st to the 1 st century BC confirm 
the achievements of the Thracian culture. The 

treasures from Rogozen (showcase 2), Letnitza 
(showcase 4), Borovo (showcase §), Panagiurishte 



i 



AnxuKaium Cbc ci4,eua ua xuepozaxiua om 
AemuuuiKomo cbKpoSuu^e, IV 6. np. Xp. Cpedpo c 
no3\ama, Aemnui^a, MM — Ao6eu. 

Applique representing a hierogamy scene from the 
Letnitza tresure, 4* h c. BC. Silver, gilt, Letnitzji village, 
History Museum, Lovech. 
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opeBTHKaTa, AaTwpaiuw ot Vao I b. np. Xp. Ci>k- 
poBwiyaTa ot Poro3eH (dumpuna 2), AeTHwua 
(dwnpuna 4), BopoBo (dwnpuua 8), naHanopn- 
iue (Oimipiina 13) w Hkhmobo (Oumpuua 12) ca 
cBMAeTeACTBa n 3a peAwmo3HWTe npaKTHKH Ha 
TpaKMTe. Te, Kaicro h 6oraraTe rpo6Hw AapoBe, ot- 
KpMTO b MorwAMTe BTbB Bpaua (dwnpuua 3), Kpaw 
LUwnKa (6umpuua 10) u KpaAeBO (Sumpuua 11), 
noi<a3BaT pa3npocrpaHeHweTO Ha Bwcoi<aTa Tpa- 
KHWCKa KyATypa b 3eMHTe He caMO Ha OApwcHTe, ho 
w B Te3M Ha reTMTe H TpM GaAMTC . 




C^Kpo6uuj,e om KpaxeSo, uacm om zpoduu dapoSe, IV — 
III 6. tip. Xp. )Kexji30, 3xamo, cpedpo c no3xama, 
c. KpaxeSo, Tbpzo6uuiKO, 14M — TT>pzo6uu$e. 

Kralevo Treasure, part of grave offerings, 4f b — 
3 r(i c. BC. Iron, gold, silver, gilt, Kralevo village, 
Turgovishte district, History Museum, Turgovishte. 

LJ.eHTpaAHa.Ta cueHa Biipxy KaHaTa-pwTOH ot 
BopoBo noflCHABa 3a np^B m>T o6peAHOTO noA- 
3BaHe Ha pidTOHWTe m ^waAHTe, komto Bi4>KAaMe b 
p-bueTe Ha ABeTe mt>>kkh (Jmrypw. Ha ycraeTO Ha 
CbiuaTa Kana w Ha Af>naTa Ha ABa ot GopoBCKWTe 
pwTOHw w/via HaAnwcw. Te noflcmmaT, hc cbKpoBii- 
iueTo, 3apoBeHO b 3eMvrre Ha reTvrre, e npwHaAAe- 
>k3ao Ha Hap KoTMc. Ha cbihwa BAaAeTeA ca npw- 
HaAAe>KaAM w Aecencii cbAOBe ot Poro3eHCKOTO 
CbKpOBPHHe, OTKpMTO B 3eMWTe Ha TpwGaAWTe. 

06pa3H Ha TpaKWMCKw BAaAeTeAw ca npeAcraBe- 
hm He caMO Btpxy TexHHTe mohcth. CTeHonucuTe 
ot rpo6HHUHTe b AAeiccaHApoBo, KasaHAiiK w CBe- 
iuapw Aoni)ABaT b 3HaTOTeAHa cTeneH npeACTaBaTa 
3a TpaKMMCKMTe nape ((ftomocu a, b). 

3a apxHTeioypaTa b TpaKPta npe3 pa3rAe>i<Aa- 
Hmi nepwoA cbawm no KVATOBwre CfcopK^ceHTiH, 
pa3KpwTw noA MorwAHH Hacnnw Kpaw Me3ei<, Ka- 
3aHAi)K, CTapoceA, CrpeA^a, CBeujapw u Ap. (cpe- 
tuy Simipuua 12). T.A. 



(showcase 13) and Iakimovo (showcase 12) testi- 
fy to the Thracian religious practices. Judging by 
the treasures as well as by the rich grave offerings, 
found in the burial mounds at Vratza (showcase 
3), Shipka (showcase 10) and Kralevo (showcase 
11) the high Thracian culture had spread not 
only in the Odryssian lands, but also in the terri- 
tories of the Getae and Triballoi. 

The ritual usage of the rhyta and phialae first 
became clear from the central scene on trie jug- 
rython from Borovo where we see these vessels 
in the hands of the two male figures. Judging by 
the inscriptions encircling the mouth of the same 
receptacle and by those on the bottoms of two of 
the Borovo rhyta, the treasure buried in the land 
of the Getae had belonged to King Kotys. The 
same ruler possessed also scores of vessels from the 
Rogozen treasure, found in the Triballoi lands. 

Images of Thracian rulers were represented not 
only on their coins. The murals from the tombs of 
Alexandrovo, Kazanluk and Sveshtari add substan- 
tially to our idea of the Thracian kings (background 
photography a, b). 

The cult constructions, uncovered in the 
mounds at Mezek, Kazanluk, Starosel, Strelcha, 
Sveshtari etc. (opposite showcase 12) throw light on 
the architecture in Thrace during that period. G.L. 




nphcmeu u 2pu6ua f IV 6. np. Xp. 3xamo, uemBecmno 
MecmouaMupaue. 

Ring and Bracelet, ^ h c. BC. Gold, proveruznce unknown. 




HenmpaxHa cu,eua c 6xademexume om xynoxa ua 
Ka3aHXbtuKama zpo6uuu l a. Kpax ua TV 6. np. Xp. 

Central scene with the Rulers from the dome of the 
Kazfiriluk Tomb. End of 4* h century BC. 
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ChKpo6uw,e om %kumo6o, II— I 6. np. Xp. Cpedpo, no3xama, 6pou3, c. RkumoSo, MonmancKO. 
Iakimovo treasure, 2 nd — 1 st BC. Silver, gilt, bronze, lakimovo village, Montana district. 




KacepoAe c noc6emumeAen nadnuc, cpedpo, II 6ex. C&Kpo6uiu,e 
om c. ToAKM-a Bpecmuui^a, MM — UxeSeu. 

Casserole with dedication, Silver, 2nd c. AD. Treasure from 
Goliatna Brestnitza village, History Museum, Pleven. 

CtdoGe, cmrbKAO, II— IV §&c 

Vessels, Glass, 2nd— 4th c. AD. 
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AeA npoA'bAjKMTeAHa m ynopwTa 6op6a Ha pnM- 

AHHMTe C BOMCTBeHMTe TpaKH, npOAT>A>KHAa 

noTrw ABa Bei<a, b HanaAOTO Ha HOBaTa epa w3toh- 
ho 6aAKaHCKWTe 3eMw ca bkaiohchh oKOHna- 
TeAHO b PnMCKaTa MMnepRH. Okoao 15 r. CA. 
Xp. e cb3AaAeHa HOBaTa pwMCKa npOBMHiiKH Mw- 
3na. Ilpe3 86 r. Ta e pa3AeAeHa Ha TopHa u AoAHa 
Mwaufl, c rpaHHHHa pei<a LJwGpwHa (aHTwqHara 
KuaGpoc). FIpe3 45 r. e AWKBHAwpaHa w caMocTO- 
HTeAHOCTra Ha noAyBacaAHOTO TpaKwwcKO uapcrBO, 
Koero e npeBjbpHaTO b puMCKaTa npoBWHLuui 
Tpaicna. 




UlxeM-MacKa, I 6eu. Bpou3, CuAucmpa, MM — 
Cuxucmpa. 

Helmet- Mask, 1 st c. AD. Bronze, Silistra, History 
Museum, Silistra. 

Bi<AioqBaHeTO Ha TpaxwTe b paMKMTe Ha orpoM- 
HaTa pwMCKa HMnepwa u H3qe3BaHeTO Ha rpaHWHw- 

Te MOKAy OTAeAHMTe MM HapCTBa, A^Ba B"h3MO>KHOCT 

3a cbo6oaho ABM>KeHMe Ha xopa w wAew. B npoBMH- 
UHMTe TopHa u /^oah-a Mi43rh CL3AaBaHeTo m yicpen- 
BaHeTO Ha rpaAOBere e thcho CBtp3aHO c HaeraHjiBa- 
hcto Ha pwMCKMTe AciTiOHH b nocTo/iHHTi Aarepn. B 
npoBWHuna TpaKua ce cr>3AaBa 6AaronpHaTHa o6cra- 
HOBKa 3a Bi)3o6HOBflBaHe Ha npoueca Ha yp6aHW3a- 
uwfl, aanoHHaA oiue npe3 eAWHvicTWHecKaTa enoxa. 
CrapwTe rpaAOBe ce pa3BWBaT, rmmmkbht m hobm. 
FIpoKapBaT ce hobm BeAMKOAenHM pmmckm nisTMiua, 

KpaM KOMTO M3HMKBaT lYbTHVL CTaHLJMM, XaHOBe M KV- 

ah 3a oxpaHa. TaKa 3ano4HaAHHT m pa3BMA ce npe3 
CAeABaujHTe bckobc yp6aHU3anuoHeH rrpouec pa3Ae- 

ASl TpaKMMCKaTa 3CM5I Ha AB3 CB5ITa — pMMCKM, MAM 

no-T04HO rpbKO-pMMCKMii cbat Ha rpaAOBeTe, m ceA- 

CKWSl TpaKMMCKM. 

TpaAOBeTe b TpaKHfl n tAu3HR ce npeBpi>- 

IUaT B OCHOBHMTe HKOHOMH4CCKH H KyATypHH Cpe~ 

AMiua Ha Te3M npoBHHrrHH — H3rpa>KAaT ce AoGpe 
o4>opMeHM rpaACKM nAoujaAM — c|)opyMW, Kaicro w 
MOHyMeHTaAHM o6ujecTBeHM m KyATOBM crpaAM 
($o?nocu d, e, /). 



After a long and stubborn struggle between the 
Romans and the bellicose Thracians, that had 
lasted for almost two centuries, the Eastern 
Balkan lands were finally incorporated into 
the Roman Empire. A new Roman province, 




Oaxepa, I Sex. CpeSpo, no3xama, Cmapa Sazopa, MM 
— Cmapa 3azopa. 

Phalera, 1 st c. AD. Silver, gilt, Stara Zagora, History 
Museum, Stara Zagora. 

Moesia, was established about AD 15. In AD 86 
it was further devided into Upper and Lower 
Moesia, the Tzibritza River (the ancient Kiabros) 
being the border between them. In AD 45 the 
independence of the semi-vassal Thracian 
Kingdom was abolished and it was turned into the 
Roman province of Thrace. 

The incorporation of the Thracians into the 
enormous Roman Empire, as well as the abolish- 
ment of the borders between the different Thracian 
Kingdoms, allowed the free exchange of people and 
ideas. In the provinces of Upper and Lower Moesia 
the appearance and the strengthening of the towns 
was closely connected with the settlement of the 
Roman legions in permanent camps. Favourable 
conditions for reviving the urbanization process 
that had begun in the Hellenistic epoch, were cre- 
ated in the province of Thrace. The old towns 
developed further, new ones appeared. A vast net- 
work of new magnificent Roman roads was built 
and road stations, inns and guard towers emerged 
along them. The urbanization process continued 

well in the follomng centuries and devided the 
Thracian lands into two worlds — the Roman, or 
to be more precise, the Greko-Roman world of 
towns and the rural world of the Thracians. 

The towns in Moesia and Thrace developed 
into the major economic and cultural centers of 
both provinces — well-planned and organized 
town squares, forums and monumental public and 
sreligious buildings appeared (background pho- 
tographs d, e, f). 
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EIopaAn aKTMBHMji MeTaAOAo6uB Ha BaAxa- 
HMTe npe3 AHTHUHOCTTa, hakom ot rpaAOBeTe ce 
cneirHaAW3wpaT b MeTaAoo6pa6oTKaTa. Pauua- 
pwa (npn c. Ap i iap, Bwahhcko) e eAHH ot Haw-ro- 
AeMMie ueHTpoBe Ha lOBeAwpcTBcrro (SiimpiiHU 18 

u 19). B eKcno3Hi;u/iTa Ha My3e*i ca npeACTaBeHu 

yHWKaAHM o6pa3HH Ha pMMCKOTO 3AaTapCTBO 
(rpMBHM, TOpiCBM, o6l4Hl/l M Ap.)» HflKOW npOW3BC- 

AeHM b MecTHM, a Apyrw b ueHTpaAHw pa6oTWAHW- 
hi/i Ha wMiiepwjrra. ABrycTa Tpa>ma (ahcc rp. CTa- 
pa 3aropa) e naw-roAeMnaT npoH3BOAHTCAeH ijeH- 
TLp Ha 6poH30Ba nAacTHKa h MeraAHH ciAOBe 
(dumpuna 16). MsKAioTOTeAHo pa3iioo6pa3HHTe 
(J)opMw Ha cdaobctc — rearm, (J)waAPi, AereHw, Ka- 



P 




Aju<popa, I 6ex. hpom, c. McnepuxoGo, Xla3apdxaauxo. 

Amphora, 1 st c. AD. Bronze, Isperihovo village, 
Vazfirdzhik district. 

cepoAeTa, GaAcaMapuw w AP-> kskto m cAOKHaTa 
mm AeKopaywa roBopiiT 3a crpeMe>K klm Ayicc y 
MecTHOTO HaceAeHHe w cbiueBpeMeHHO pa3i<pnBaT 
couMaAHOTO noAO>i<eHne Ha npHTe>i<caTeAMTe ch 
(JSumpuna 17). 




CmamyemKa na Mapc, II Sex. Cpedpo, MoMHUAipad. 
Statuette of Mars, 2 nd c. AD. Silver, Momchilgrad. 
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Thanks to the active metallurgy on the Balkans 
in Antiquity, certain towns specialized in metal- 
processing. Ratiaria (the present-day village of 
Archar, the Vidin district) was one of the biggest 
goldsmith centers (showcases 18, 19). Unique 
examples of the Roman jewelry are exhibited — 
bracelets, torques, earrings etc., some of them man- 
ufactured in local, others — in central workshops of 
the Empire. Augusta Trajana (modern Stara 
Zagora) was the biggest producing center for 
bronze plastic art and metal vessels {showcase 16). 
Both the extreme variety of forms of the vessels — 
jugs, phialae, basins, balsamaria, casserole etc. and 
the elaborate decoration testify not only to the 
native population's striving after luxury but also to 
the social position of their possessors {showcase 1 7) . 




CmamyemKa na Xepuec, I 6ex. Bpom, c. hAamiedo, 
KwcmenduACKO. 

Statuette of Hermes, 1 st c AD. Bronze, Blazhievo vil- 
lage, Kiusdendil district. 

Considerable changes affected also the reli- 
gious life of the Thracians. Mainly the official 
Roman cult developed in the new-built towns . It 




OdpoHua tiAOHxa na Auouuc, II — III Sex. MpaAtop, 
c. KupuAO-Memodue6o, Cmapo3azopcxo, MM — Cmapa 
3azopa. 

Votive Relief, dedicated to Dionysus, 2 nd — 3 rd c. AD. 
Marble f Kirilo-Metodievo village, Stara Zagora district, 
History Museum, Stara Zagora. 



PeAJnrao3Htt*rr >khbot Ha TpaKWTe cbiuo npe- 
rbpn^iBa SHa^MTeAHM npoMeHM. B HOBOCb3AaAeHMTe 
rpaAOBe ce pa3BMBa rAaBHO oc|)HLpiaAHHii pwMCKM 
i<yAT. Tow ce M3pa3*iBa b no^MT pcbm Af>p>KaBHMfl 
naHTeoH w oco6eHO b KyATa kt>m >khbmji KMnepa- 
Top (nocmaAienm XI). B cbiuoto BpeMe pa3AM4HM, 




Ozxedaxo c o6pa3 ua uunepamop Hep oh, I 6e%. hpou3, 
Cmapa 3azopa, 14M — Cmapa 3azopa. 

Mirror with Emperor Nero's Image, 1 st c. AD. bronze, 
Stara Zagora, History Museum, Stara Zagora. 

npeAHMHO M3ToqHM peAuruo3HM BJipBaHUfl h npai<- 
tmkm (KyATOBeTe kim MnTpa, M3MAa, Xop H AP-)j 
ce pa3npocTpaH5iBaT qpe3 KBapTMpyBauiwTe Ha BaA- 
icaHHTe AerMOHu (nocmaMeum IX). 

TpaKMMCKOTO ceAO e m^ictoto, K'^AeTO ce cbx- 
paH^BaT TpaAMijHHTe. Okoao ceAaTa ce w3AwraT 
CBeTMAMiua, komto ca orHMiua Ha CTapwTe KVATose 
u ca eAHHCTBeHMTe MecTa, k-la^to CTapaTa peAnm/i 
ce w3^B5iBa. Ha Tpaicwwcicwji kohhwk (Xepoc), 
Haid-no^HTaHOTO 6o>KecrBO, ce nocBenjaBaT cpe6tp- 
hm cepBM3M (nocmaMeum VII u diimpima 15) u 
MHoro6poHHH o6poqHH nAoqw, Btpxy komto toh e 
npeACTaBeH b cueHM Ha aob hah b ai<r Ha >i<epT- 
BonpMHOHieHHe. noH^icora XepoctT ce Msobpasjma 
h Btpxy HaArpo6HM peAec[)H mah itlk npneMa aTpM- 
6yrHTe xapaicTepHH 3a Apy™ 6o>KecTBa. 

FIpw norpeGeHH^Ta rpaicnTe npoA^A^aBaT A a 
H3AwraT HaArpo6HM MoraAU ((pomoc c). 3HaTHw- 
re npeACTaBMTeAH Ha rpaKMMCKaTa apwcTOKpauwa ca 
norpeGBaHH c 6orani Appose, 3a komto ce BsipBa, 
qe mm CAy>i<aT b OTBtAHRa CBiiT. noi<a3aHHTe HaKn- 

TW, OpTtfKUX W CT>AOBe, W3pa6oTeHW OT 3AaTO, 

cpe6po r 6poH3 u ctbkao, AaBaT bt>3mo>khoct Aa ce 



expressed itself in the respect of the state pan- 
theon and especially of the ruling Emperor's cult 
(pedestal XI). At the same time different, pre- 
dominantly eastern religious beliefs and practices 
(cults of Mithras, Isis, Horus etc.) began to pe- 
netrate and spread through the legions, quartered 
on the Balkans (pedestal IX). 

The Thracian village was the place where the 
traditions survived. The sanctuaries, emerging near 
the villages, became centers of the old cult and the 
only place where the old religion could be manifes- 
ted. The silver sets (pedestal VII and showcase 15) 

and the numerous votive plaques, on which the 
Heros was reperesented in hunting scenes or in act 
of offering, were dedicated to the Thracian horse- 
man (Heros), the most devoted divinity. Sometimes 
the Heros was depicted on burial reliefs or aquire the 
attributes, characteristic of other deities. 




KyAtnod cep6u3, xpasi ua 1—uaKaxomo na II 6ex. 
Cpedpo, c. Yoxsiua Epecmuut^a, HxeGeucKO, JAM — 
UAeSen. 



Cult Set, late 1 st — early 2 nd c. AD, Silver, Goliama 
Brestnitzfi village, Pleven district, History Museum, 
Pleven. 

In the Roman period the Thracians continued to 

raise burial mounds (background photograph c). 
The high-born representatives of the Thracian ark- 



■ 8 9 # r 




Hozpe6aAHu dapoSe, IV 6eK. 3Aamo. 
Burial Offerings, #h c . AD. Gold. 
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Uluucema, I — II 6ck, Citivkao, mozuao, Nq 4 npau 
c. AeGica, CGuxampadcuo. 

Bottles, I st — 2 nd c, AD. Glass, mound No. 4 near Levka 
village, Svitengrad district. 



npoCAeAAT He como B.apBaHM5iTa Ha TpaicwTe u obpe- 
AWTe mm, cmnp^anu chc CMTiprra, ho w hobhtc TeH- 
^eui^uu, kouto ce rrpo*iB*iBaT b mskvctboto. Ot 
Ha CTpaHa MawcropwTc mm CAeAnaT H3HCKBaHiiiiTa Ha 
ToraBaiHHaTa MOAa, ho ot Apyra 3ana3BaT BpT^Kara 
c xyAO>KecTBeHaTa TpaAMUHa Ha caMoGMTHOTO Tpa- 

KMMCKO M3KVCTBO (SumpUHll 14 it 15). 

Chach yAap Ha aHTH*maTa MKOHOMW^ecKa v\ 
KyATypHa cwcreMa b TpaKWfl w AoAHa Mh3h>i HaHa- 
cot BapBapcKHTe HauiecTBna ot cpeAaTa Ha III Bex. 
B xpaa Ha TOBa ctoactmc h b HaqaAOTO Ha caca- 

BaUIOTO, B pe3yATaT Ha aAMMHMCTpaTHBHM M MKO- 

HOMwqecKM pe^opMH, Te3M 3eMM noeMaT Apyr myr 
Ha pa3BMTwe b cwcTeMaTa Ha M3TOHHaTa PwMCKa 
HMnepwfl. E.A» 

3 a Aa 3ana3H ueAOcrra Ha MMnepnirra uMnepaTop 
AnoKAeuMaH (285 — 305 r.) ycraHOBaBa TeTpap- 
xviiiTa (^eTMpHBAacTwe). BAaciTa hsa M3TOHHHTe h 
3anaAHHTe TepuTopnw ce noAeAa Me>i<Ay ABaMa cb- 
HMnepaTopH — aBiycm h noMoiUHHUHTe mm — ue- 
3apw. Ilpe3 303 r. aBiycTMTe KoHcraHTTiH I u Au- 
ujiHMTi noAnwcBaT b MeAMOAaHyM (ah. MwAaHo) 
„Eahkt 3a TOAepaHTHocT". C T03M ai<T ce npeKpara- 
BaT roHeHWATa Ha nocAeAOBeTeAWTe Ha XpncroBOTO 
yneHHe. To e npH3HaTo 3a paBHonpaBHo Ha ApymTe 
KyATOBe. BAacrra HaA M3TOi<a ce noeMa ot Amhwhmm. 
HeroBOTO WMe, c no>KeAaHwe 3a a^ato ynpaBAeroie, ce 
^ere BT>pxy cpe6i>peH cba 318 r. (Sumpuua 20). 

B nocAeABaAaTa 6op6a 3a ycraHOBjiBaHe Ha eA- 
HOAH4Ha BAacT b iiMnepwaTa Awltwhww npeTbpnflBa 
nopa>KeHHe. no6eAWTeA>iT KoHcraHTWH I Bcamkw 
(306 — 337 r.) npeMecrea croAWLjaTa b rp. Bm- 
3aHTMOH (330 r.), npen/vieHyBaH Ha KoHcraH- 

TTlHOnOA. n OAO>KeHH Ca OCHOBMTe Ha ACCeTBeKOB- 
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tocracy were buried with rich offerings, considered 
necessary for their life beyond. The exhibited adorn- 
ments, armamend and vessels, made of gold, sil- 
ver, bronze and glass, allow us not only to trace- 
back the Thracian beliefs and rituals connec-ted 
with death, but also to get an idea of the new ten- 
dences, developing in their art. On the one hand the 
local masters followed the requirements of the fash- 
ion, but on the other they kept to the traditions of 
the original Thracian art {showcases 14, 15). 

The barbaric invasion in the middle of the 
3rd century AD hit a heavy blow on both the eco- 
nomic and cultural systems in Thrace and Lower 
Moesia. At the end of the 3 r ^ and the beginning 
of the 4" 1 century AD, the Thracian lands made 




Mo3auxa, demaux, II Sex. Buxa Apxtupa, MSauxoSzpad. 
Mosaic, detail, 2 nd c. AD. Armira villa, Ivailovgrad. 



a different start of development whitin the East 
Roman Empire, as a result of certain administra- 
tive and economic reforms. E.D. 

To preserve the integrity of the Roman 
Empire, Emperor Diocletian (285 — 305 AD) 
instituted the Tetrarchy. The power over the East 
and the West territories was shared between two 
co-Emperors, aagiisti and two caesars. In AD 303 
the Emperors Constantine I and Licinius 
signed the Edict of Tolerance in today's Milan, 
Italy. This act put an end to the persecution of 
the Christian converts. Christianity was recog- 
nized as equal to the other cults. The power in 
the East was assumed by Licinius. His name and 
an inscription, wishing him a long government, 
are read on a silver vessel from AD 318 {show- 
case 20), 

In the struggle that followed for establishing 
an autocracy in the Empire, Licinius was defeated. 
The victorious Emperor Constantin I the Great 
(306 — 337 AD) transferred the capital city of 
the Empire to Byzantium (AD 330) , the name 



hoto cbiijecTByBaHe Ha M3TOHHaTa PwMCKa WMne- 
ipun — BM3aHTM5i. AocerauiHM 3eMW c nepw^epHo 
3Ha4eHwe, TpaKwa w Mh3w>i, ce npeBpfciuaT b xmh- 
TepAaHA Ha hobma ueHTtp. 




Cijd om HecmSanemo ua decemzoduiuHUHania om ynpa6- 
Aeuuemo (det^euaxufima) ua iiMtiepamop Auu,uhuu 
(308—324 z.), ll.Xl.317 z. B^cmauoSeuu uadnucu: 
„AMI±MHMM HEnOBEAHM ABryCT UO CAyHAM AF- 
HH HA HErOBATA AEipHAAMiT; „KAKTO AECET, 
TAKA 14 ABAAECET", cpedpo, c. CSupnoSo, XacxoScxo. 

Vessel from the celebration of Licinius's decennalia 
(l& h anniversary of his rule) (308— 324 AD), Nov. 
11 th , AD 317. Reconstructed inscriptions: „TO 
LICINIUS THE VICTORIOUS EMPEROR, ON THE DAY 
OF HIS DECENNALIA"; „AS THE VOWS WERE FOR 
TEN YEARS, SO MAY THEY BE FOR TWENTY!", silver, 
Svirkovo village, Haskovo district. 

FlpOHMKBaHCTO Ha XpMCTT4>IH CTBOTO Ha BaA- 

KaHMTe ce CBtpsBa c AewHOdTa Ha hhkom ot 
anocTOAMTe. FIoKpoBHTeACTBaHOTo ot Af>p>KaBaTa 
xpwcTH^iHCTBo ce yrBi^KAaBa npw ynpaBAeHweTO 
Ha TeoAocwH I Bcawkw (379 — 395 r.). 




3axa 2. PauHOxpucmusiHCKU naMemuuuu. 
Hall 2. Early Christian monuments. 

B AHeniHMTe oibArapcKM 36mm ca npoy^eHH HaA 
200 ijbpKOBHM crpaAM w KOMnAeKcw, komto &xm- 
paT ot IV ao VI bck ((fiomocn g). EAeMeirniTe or 

ITbpKOBHTlH MHTepMOp M3o6MACTBaT C HaCACA^HH OT 
AHTOHHOCTTa M OT paHHOTO XpHCTHJIHCTBO (I — 

III b.) o6pa3M (iwcnuiMenmu XIII — XV). Cwmboabt 
Ha iqn>cTa W3pa3>raa ocHOBHHTe xpwcndJiHCKW MAew 3a 
BoroB'bnATaiHeHMeTo, M3icynAeHeTO u Bi^KpeceHMeTO. 

Ot M3noA3BaHaTa b GorocAyxceGmui pwTy- 
aA yTBap MoraT Aa ce bu&slt ct>a 3a CBereHa bo- 
Aa, KptCTOBe, nptuuru 3a noMa3BaHe, al>kmh- 
kw, CBeTHAHHijH (Sumpuua 20). PeAHKBapwwxe, 



of which was changed to Constantinople. Thus 
the foundations were laid of Byzantium, the East 
Roman Empire, whose existence continued for ten 
centuries. Thrace and Moesia, to that moment of 
peripheral significance, became the hinterland of 
the center. 

The penetrating of Christianity into the 
Balkans was connected with certain Apostles' 
activity. Under the rule of Emperor Theodosius I 
the Great (379 — 395 AD), the Christianity, pro- 
tected by the state, strengthened its position. 

More than two hundred church buildings 

and complexes, dating back to the period from 
the 4^ to the 6^ centuries AD, have been 
explored and studied in present-day Bulgarian 
lands (background photographs g). The church 
interior abounds in images, taken over from the 
Antiquity and the early Christian period (1 st — 
3 rd c. AD) (pedestals XIII, XV). The cross came to 
symbolize the basic Christian concepts of the 
Incarnation, the Atonement and the 
Resurrection. 

Of the church plate, used in the liturgi- 
cal ritual, exhibited are crosses, a holly water 
vessel, anointment wands, small spoons, 
lights (showcase 20). The reliquaries, being 
special receptacles for holy relics as well as some 




HazpT>duu KpT>cmo6e, npbum^a 3a noMa30aue, ci>d, V — 
VI 6ex. Bpou3, oxo6o, Mpauop, ueu36ecmuo 
MecmouaMupaue. 

Encolpia, Anointment Wand, Vessel, 5th— 6th c . AD. 
Bronze, lead, marble, provenance unknown. 
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komto cbA^p^aT HacTwyw cbctm moluh m Apyrw 
npeAMe™, CBTjp3aHw c rjbpKOBHaTa wcropwfl, ca 
o6ei<T Ha ocoGeHO roAiiMa noquT (6umpuua 21). 

BiipBa ce, qe KpbCTqeraTa npMTOKaBaT ueAe6Ha 
CMAa m ca 3aAor 3a CnaceHwero Ha AymaTa (6um- 
puuu 20, 21, nocmaMemn XVI). 

Ho u^iAaTa TepwTopwfl Ha crpaHaTa ce BMcra- 
HOB^iBaT, H3rpa>i<AaT h ncvy\i>p>KaT KpenocrnTe w 
icpenocTHMTe cbopb>KeHWfl. Te craBaT qacr ot ot- 
6paHMTeAHaTa cucreMa Ha CTOAMuaTa w ueAiiT a^ 
cnpaT HauiecTBMHTa Ha BapBapcKWTe HapoAH 
(nocmaMeum XVII u (ftomocu h). M.A- 



other objects, related to trie church history, 
were held in particularly high veneration 
(showcase 21). 

It was believed that the crosses possessed hid- 
den healing strength and garanteed the Salvation 
of soul (showcases 20, 21, pedestal XVI). 

During the period the strongholds and the for- 
tifications were rebuilt and maintained all over the 
country. They became part of the defence system 
of the capital city and were intended to stop the 
barbarian incursions (pedestal XVII and back- 
ground photographss h). I.D. 




Bomu6ua cmamyx ua TpaKuucKux kohhuk, Mpauop, 
III— IV Sen. K>zo3anadna Btuzapusi. 

Votive statue of the Thracian horseman, marble, 3 rd — 
4£ h c. AD. Southwestern Bulgaria. 
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1. YxaSa ua Afypoduma, MpaMop, I Sex. Heu36ecmHO 
MecmouaMupaue. 

Head of Aphrodite, Marble, 1 st c. AD. Provenance 
unknown. 

2. CmamyemKa na Atfrpoduma, MpaMop, I 6ck. CeAo 
McnepuxoSo, Ila3apdMuucKO. 

Statuette of Aphrodite, Marble, 1 st c. AD. Isperichovo 
village, ?azfirdzhik district. 

r 
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YlupiuecmSo ua xau KpyM cxed nodedama My Had UMtiepamop Huxufyop 
npe3 811 z., MUHuarmopa om &bxzapcxu$i npeSod ua MauacueSama 
xpouuKa, XIV Sex. Bamuxaucxa afiocmoxunecxa 6u6xuomexa. 

Khan Krum Feasting after His Victory over Emperor Nicephorus in 
AD 811, miniature from the Bulgarian translation of Manasses' 
Chronicle, 14fo century. Vatican Apostolic Library. 



Haxpauuux om xoxau, yxpaceu c xacmap, VII— VIII Sex. 
Cpedpo, Cexo KaueuoSo, Pa3zpadcxo. 

Belt Extremity, Vegetable Decoration, 7 th — 8 th c. AD. 
Silver, Kamenovo village, Razgrad district. 
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-pj AM30 Tpw CTOAexMH, no BpeMe Ha t. Hap. BeAM- 
Dko npeceAeHwe Ha HapoAMTe (V — VII b.), 6i>a- 
rapcKHTe iL/veMeHa ca npwoGiuaBaHH kma pa3APmHn 
AT>p>i<aBHM o6pa3yBaHRfl na xyuu, aBapw m nopKM. 
ToBa e nepwoA Ha 3apa>KAaHe w pa3Bw™e Ha At»p- 
>KaBO-TBop4ecKHTe npogecM cpeA tax. Ilpe3 632 r. 
KyGpaT ot poAa Ay A ° (632 — 665), xaH Ha yHoroH- 
AypMTe, o6eAMH^iBa G-bArapcKHTe riAeMeHa, oGwTaBa- 

IHH 3eMHTe CeBepHO OT KaBKa3, OTXBjbpAJI 3aBHCT4- 

MOCTTa ot 3anaAHOTiopKCKMii xaraHaT m ocHOBaBa 
BeAHKa Bi>ArapTtfi. 3a hjikoako AeceTHAeTWfl m e 
eAHO ot Haw-MoiHHMTe HOMaACKM oSeAWHeHHH b ce- 
BepHO^epHOMopcKMTe crenn. 

ApxeoAorMqecKHTe naMeTHWuri ot BeAHKa B'ba- 
rapHH ca rpyna CLKpoBwina, Ha30Bami c WMeHaTa Ha 
ceAHinaTa, ao komto ca OTRpwra — MaAa*i IlepeHi- 
HenHHa, KeAereii, MaxyxoBKa, 3a*ienRAOBKa, HoBue 
CeH>i<apM (ah. b yicpawHa). B HMM ca h3ao>kchm 
Konw*i Ha naMeTHwyM ot HaxoAKaTa npw c MaAa^i 




TlpTtcmeu c MouozpaM „KyBPAT", VII Sex. 3xayno, c. 
Maxasi UepetUHenuua, yxpauua. Opunmaxbm e 6 
J±&p>K,a6HU5i EpMuma>K, Canxm-Tlemepdypz, Pycux. 

Ring with Monogram Kubrat, 7 th c. AD. Gold, Malaya 
Pereshchepina village, Ukraine. The original is in the 
State Hermitage, Skt. Peterhurg, Russia. 

nepeiiwenMHa, MAeHTM^MunpaHa i<aTO MHBeHTap or 
rpo6a Ha xaH Ky6paT. CbKpoBwnjeTO cbA^P>Ka HaA 

700 3AaTHH, Cpe6l>pHM T4 >KCAC3HM npeAMeTw. HacT 

ot Tax ca BoeHHM Tpo^ew, Apy™ — no^erHW A a P° _ 
Be ot BAaAeTeAHTe Ha MpaH w BM3aHTRa, a Tpero — 
H3pa6oTeHM b paGoTOAHHi^aTa kbm xaHCKua A^op. 
CpeA T ^ x ca cHMBOAMTe Ha xaHcxaTa BAacT npw ho- 
MaAHTe — 3AaTeH >Ke3i>A h pwtoh, Kaicro u no^eTeH 
naTpMijHaHCKM KOAaH, 3AaTHM npbCTeHM-ne4aTH c 
MMeTO Ha xaH KyGpaT h avkco3hh cbAOBe 3a pwTy- 
aAHaTa Tpane3a Ha BAaAeTeAH (Sumpuua 1). 

HaTHCKtT Ha xa3apuTe npe3 70-Te toa- Ha VII b. 
AOBOKAa AO HOBa 6i>ArapcKa AHacnopa: OBAaA^HO e 
irpocTpaHCTBOTo b 30HaTa Ha BoA>KCKO-KaMCKHJi 6a- 
cewH, k^acto ce cb3AaBa BoA>KCKa B^Arappia; nacr ot 
GTbArapMTe ce npeceABaT Ha TepHTopuiiTa Ha ABap- 
ckusl xaraHaT, a ot trm — Ha lor, b KepaMecwwcKO- 
to noAe (paiioHa Ha rp. Bmtoah), r^acto cb3AaBaT 
Ky6epoBaTa A^p^aBa; G'bArapHTe yHoroHAypw, npeA- 
BO>i<AaHM ot xaH Acnapyx (680 — 700) OBAaAflBaT 



rn uring the Great Migration of Peoples (5$* — 
i*2J 7^ c. AD), the Bulgarian tribes, whose 
ancient homeland was Central Asia, joined diffe- 
rent state formations, khaganates — of the Huns, 
the Avars and the Turks. Kubrat (632 — 665), a 
descendant of the House of Dulo and the Khan of 
the Unogonduri tribe, in AD 632 united the 
Bulgarian tribes, inhabiting the region to the 
North of the Caucasus. He succeeded in over- 
throwing their dependence on the West Turks' 
Khaganate, regained freedom and founded Great 
Bulgaria. For several decades it was one of the 
most powerful nomadic alliances in the steppe, 
north of the Black Sea. 

The archaeological heritage of Great Bulgaria is 
represented by treasures named after the settle- 
ments in the surroundings of which they had been 
discovered — Malaya Pereshchepina, Kelegei, 
Makuhovka, Zachepilovka, Novie Senzhari etc. 
(now in Ukraine). Copies of the finds near Malaya 
Pereshchepina, identified as objects from Khan 
Kubrat's grave, are displayed in the National 
Museum of History. The treasure comprises more 
than 700 gold, silver and iron objects. Some are 
battle trophies, others — gifts of honor sent by the 
rulers of Iran and Byzantium, still others — 
objects, made in the workshops of the Khan's re- 
sidence. Among them are a gold scepter and a rhy- 
ton, symbols of the Khan's power with the 
nomads, a patrician's belt of honor, gold signet- 
rings with the name of Khan Kubrat and luxury 
vessels for the ruler's ritual table {showcase 1). 

The emergence of the Hazares on the histori- 
cal stage in the AD 670 caused the disintegration 
of Great Bulgaria and brought about to establi- 
shing of new Bulgarian diaspora. Some of the 
tribes remained in their original lands and accep- 
ted Hazari domination, others drifted to the area 
of the Volga- Kama rivers and founded the inde- 
pendent state of Volga Bulgaria. Other groups 
moved towards Pannonia and Ravenna. A body of 
Bulgarians, led by Kuber, migrated to the Avar 
khaganate's territories, then settled in the 
Keramissichian plains (the Bitola region) and 
founded Kuber's Bulgaria. The Unogondur 
Bulgarians, headed by Khan Asparuh (680 — 700) 
invaded the territories northeast of the Danubian 
delta (the Ongul area) . In a few months of fierce 
struggle Byzantium lost its provinces of Scythia 
Minor and Lower Moesia, which formed the terri- 
tories of the new state. Those events were recor- 
ded in the first Bulgarian chronicle Imennik na 
Bulgarskite hanove (Name List of the Bulgarian 
Khans): 



3 



3eMMTe na ceBepow3TOK ot ycraeTO Ha p, Ay^aB n 
cAeA o>KecTO4eHa BOHHa 3aBAaAflBar b w3aHTn Pica wtc 
upoQum^uu MaAi<a Qamm u AoAHa Mw3pui. Gl6h- 

TVlSIT'cL Ca 01'pa3CHl4 B n'bpBlda GwapCKW AeTOIIHC 

„Hmchhhk Ha G-bArapCKHTe xaHOBe"; 

Teiu nem Kusne ynpa6x$i6axa Knsacecm&omo na 
omfthdnama cmpana ua Aynatfa 515 toduuu c oc- 

mputanu txaBu. A cxed moSa doicde omcau ftyna- 
6a Wcnepax khh3, Qhii^omo e a doceza, 

OcHOBHa poAfl npn c r i>3AaBaHeTO Ha 6tArapcKO- 
to xaHCTBO Ha Aoahh/i AynaB H3wrpaBa 6i>Arap- 
cicara po^oua apwcroKpauua, a ^aceAHAMTe ce no-pa - 
ho no Te3w 3eMW CAaBflHCKM nACMCHa 3ana3BaT ot- 

HOCMTeAHa CaMOCTOflTeAHOCT. B'LB BOeHHO-aAMl4- 

HHCTpaTHBiio onionieHHe A^p^KciBaTa e pa3AeAeHa Ha 
BTjTpeiHHa w BTjiiuiiia o&AacT, a BOHCKaTa — Ha AaBa 
w Aflcria nacT. BiipxoBHaTa BAacT, c 6o>kcctbch npo- 
M3XOA npMHaAAe^KM Ha xaHa, komto B'BnA'KHjaBa ueu- 

IIOTO CBCTCKO H AVXOBHO Ha i iaAO. Ton e 3aKOHOAaTeA 
W CTVXWfl, BTipXOBCH >KpCIJ M TAaBOKOMaHABain. 

BoeHHO-ay\MHHHCTpaTT4BeH w peAHrpio3eH ueH- 
Ttp Ha xaHCTBOTo e riAHCKa. Han-paHHHTe yi<penn- 

T^AHH CtOp^KGHXlfl B CTOAWIJaTa Ca OT 36AAA6H pOB C 

BaA u A^pneHa Kpenocraa CTeHa. B icp'Asi Ha VIII — 
HaqaAoro Ha IX b. 3anoqBa MOHyMeHTa/vHo KaMeHHO 
CTpoHTeACTBo. HoBOW3rpaACHaTa KpenocTHa CTeHa 
paaAeAa croAtinaTa. na B^TpemeH n Btjhhich rpaA» b 
komto >KMBee o6mkhobchoto HaceAeHwe. M3AwrHa- 
TMTe KbB BtTpeiHHMii rpaA ksmchhm ABopyw no CBoa 
HAaH m opraHM3aywii Ha rrpocrpaHCTBOTO HanoMHHT 
K-bCHocacaHHACKaTa, cnpnncKaTa w apMeHCKaTa ap- 

XMTe KTypHM TpaAMHMM OT V — VII Bei<. 

LjeHeH M3Bop 3a noAMTwqecKaTa ncropnji u bo- 
eHHO-aAMMHMCTpaTMBHOTO ycTpoMCTBO Ha e3H4eci<:a- 
Ta 6i)ArapcKa Ai>P>KaBa ca koaohhtc c actohmchm , 

TpwyM(J)aAHM, CTpOMTCAHM Id B r b3nOMeHaTeAHT4 HaA" 

nucw. M3ceneHH ca Ha rp^uKH — o^wunaAHHaT 
C3MK Ha xaHCKaTa KaHiieAapna. BAaroAapeHwe Ha Tax 
AO Hac ca AOCTMrHaAH MMeHaTa m thtawtc Ha hacho- 
Be Ha poAOBaTa apwcTOKpaipiH, yqacTBaAn b cb3H>K- 
AaHeTO Ha G^ArapcKaTa A^P^aBHOCT: Hena 6oroTop 
6onA _ KyAy6 r bp, Konam>T Kopcwc ot poAa HaKapap, 
3epa TapKaH HeraBOHawc ot poAa KyGawp, >i<ynaH 
TapKanbT IilyH ot poAa KiopwrHp, 3htko uTOpry 60- 
HA-bT h Ap- (nodnyMu I — III, XIV — XVIII). 

B r b7vrapH5i e r tiocto5ihho npoTHBoGopcTBO c Bh- 
3aHTHMCK aTa TdMnepwa. Boachhtc, b TeneHMe Ha 
6ah30 ABa Bexa, bomhh yBeAwnaBaT HCHHaTa TepHTo- 
pwa — npwcbeAHHeHw ca PoAonHTe, nacT ot BeAo- 
MOpweTO, LJeHTpaAHa u M3TOHHa Mai<eAOHwa. Ila- 
MeTHMijH Ha CTapoB^ArapcKOTO B'bopi^KeHwe ot Te- 
3M 6mtkm ca Bi>pxoBe Ha Konw^i, cTpeAM, 6ohhm 
6paABM, nACTCHM h nAacTHHHa™ pw3HWHw. LLInopM- 



Those five Knia%es ruled the Principality on the 
opposite side of the Danube for 515 years, being of 
shaven heads. Tlien came to this side of the Danube 
Isperih Kniaz. 

The Bulgarian tribal aristocracy played the 
leading part in the foundation of the Bulgarian 
Khanate on the Lower Danube, while the Slav 
tribes, which had previously settled in those lands, 
were incorporated into Bulgaria, retaining relative 
autonomy. In military and administrative aspect 
the state territory was divided into Inner and 
Outer regions, the troops formed a Left and a 

Right wing. The supreme power, thought as 
divinely ordained, belonged to the Khan who 

embodied the worldly and heavenly aspects of that 
power. The Khan was the highest law-maker and 
priest and the supreme commander-in-chief. 

Pliska was the military, administrative and 
religious center of the Khanate. The earliest 
fortifications in the capital city consisted of moats 
and ramparts with palisades. At the end of the 8 th 
and the beginning of the 9^ century AD monu- 
mental stone structures emerged on a large scale. 
The newly-built fortified wall separated the capi- 
tal into an Inner and Outer city, the latter being 
inhabited by the ordinary population. The stone 
palaces of the Inner city by plan and organization 
of space remind us of the Late-Sassanian, Syrian 
and Armenian architectural traditions from the 
5 th to the 7 th century AD. 

An important source on the political history 
and the military-administrative organization of 
the pagan Bulgarian state are the stone columns 
on which triumphal, constructional and comme- 
morative inscriptions were engraved. They were 
composed in Greek, the official language of the 
Khan's administration. Thanks to them we know 
the names and the titles of some of the Khan's 
confidential men and ranking officials, who par- 
ticipated in creating the Bulgarian state system — 
Chepa bogotor boil-ktdabar, kopan Korsis of the 
Chakarars, z^ra tarkan Negavonais of the Kubairs, 
zhupan tarkan Shun of the Kiurigir, Zitko ichirgu 
boila etc. {platforms l-lll, X1V—XV1I1). 

Bulgaria was in constant wars against 
Byzantium. During almost two centuries the new 
state expanded its territory, incorporating the 

Rhodope Mountains, part of the Aegean region, 
Central and East Macedonia. The spear- and 
arrowheads, the combat axes, the mail and plate 
body armors are items of the Old- Bulgarian arma- 
ment. The exhibited spurs and solid stirrups were 
components of a heavily armed horseman's equip- 
ment {showcase 3). 



Te w. MacwBHMTe CTpeMeHa ca ot c6py*i Ha tokko 

B?bOph>K<2H KOHHMK (OlWipUHCl 3). OcBCH C BM3aH- 

tm, B'bArapwH BoioBa c xa3apHTe u AsapacHH xara- 




CmpeMeua, Vlll—lX 6ex. yKexR3o, uexponox npu 
c. Au6uh, UlyMeucKO. 

Pair of Stirrups, 8 th — 9 th c. AD. Iron, necropolis at 
Dibich village, Shoumen district. 

HaT. B HanaAOTo Ha IX b., caca cbiqjynmTeAHa no- 
6eAa HaA aBapnTe, xaH OMypTar (814 — 831) pa3- 
iiiMp^iBa Atp>i<aBaTa Ha ceBepo3anaA AO IJeHTpaAHa 
EBpona. Cbhactcactbo 3a G^ArapcKOTO npwcbCTBwe 
b KapnaTCKaTa HH3WHa e CLKpoBwujero ot HaA ccht 
Mwkaoiu. To ce cbctow ot 23 3AaTHW chAa, o6oco- 
6eHM b CTMAHCTM^iHO-AeKOpaTHBHM rpvnu. B HMM 
e H3AO>KeHO Konue Ha c^KpoBwineTO (diimpuua 2). 
OcoGeHo 3a6eAe>KMTeAHa e xam N° 2 c w3o6pa>Ke- 

HHe Ha HOMaACKH BAaACTeA, KOHTO BAa4H 3a KOcaTa 

cboa no6eAeH hpothbhuk. CnopeA HOMaACKaTa Tpa- 
Awuwfl noAoGHM avkco3hw chAOBe ca w3noA3BaHH 
npw Tbp>KecTBeHPi pMTyaAM e a wh ctbcho Ha BAaAe- 
TeACKaTa Tpane3a. B Hen yqacTBaT t. Hap. xpaHeHW 
xopa ot poAOBaTa apncTOKpauHfl, 3acBHAeTeACTBa- 

IHH CBOflTa nOHTdT KbM BCATdKHil XaH. Ot CBOfl CTpa- 

Ha, KaKTO nocoqBa eAMH erpowTeAeH HaAnwc ot Bpe- 
MeTO Ha xaH MaAaMnp, BAaAeTeAHT A a p^ BaA c „ro- 
a6mh noAap'bLjH" CBOHTe 6oham u 6araMHM. npKMep 
3a noAo6eH A^p e 3AaTHM5iT MCAaAbOH c M3o6pa>ice- 
Hue Ha xaH OMypTar. Ha Hero xam>T e npeAcraBeH 
KaTO BH3aHTHHci<H TiMnepaTOp, a okoao H3o6pa>i<e- 
HweTO HMa HaAnnc: „Ha xaH oo6nra OMypTar". 
Apyr BAaAeTeACKH Aap e ^Aarnnnr npTjcreH c ir/bu- 
kw HaAnwc; „Te3w np'bCTeHM AaBa BAaACTeAjrr" , ot- 
KpwT b IiAwcKa (Sumpuna 4). 

Bepo^THO eAHH ot „xpaHeHMTe xopa", >kmbha 
no BpeMeTO Ha khjis Bopwc, e neAUKusiT ^icynaH Gu- 
bmh. HeroBa e 6oraTO yicpaceHaTa cpe6tpHa iiaiua c 
HaAnwc: „rocnoAW noMaraw. Cmbmh bcamk >icynaH" 
(6nmpnua 4). TpwTe pacrwTeAHM (J)pw3a B^pxy CTe- 
HHTe Ha qaniaTa HaMMpaT napaAeAw b'bb BeHHeAiicr- 
hha ctma Ha CTapoG-bArapcKaTa w BW3aHTMHCKa op- 
HaMeHTMKa ot IX — X Bei<. 

Eahm ot 3HaLiMTe Ha BAacTTa npe3 e3HqecKu^i 
nepHOA ca 06 KOBaHHTe c MeTaAHM ariAHKaipiH ko- 



Bulgaria was engaged in battles not only with 
Byzantium, but also with the Hazares and the 
Avar khaganate. In the beginning of the 9 t ^ 1 cen- 
tury AD Khan Omurtag (814—831) expanded 
the state to Central Europe after a smashing vic- 
tory over the Avari khaganate. The treasure of 
Nagy Szent Miklos attests to the Bulgarian pre- 
sence in the Carpathian plains. It consists of 23 
gold vessels, forming certain stylistic and decora- 
tive groups. The National Museum of History dis- 
plays the copy of the treasure (showcase 2). Jug 
No. 2 is extremely significant for the representa- 
tion of a nomad ruler, dragging triumphantly his 
defeated enemy by the hair. According to the 
nomadic tradition such luxury vessels could be 
used only in solemn rituals at the ruler's table. 
Among the tribal aristocracy at the Khan's table, 
the so-called hraneni hora („ nourished men") 




Kaua c u3o6paoKenue na &OAiapcKU 6AademeA-no6edu- 
mex, coxpoSuu^e om Had Ceum Mukaouc, VIII— IX 6ck. 
3xamo, c. Cbu Hmcoxay Mape, Vywbuusi. Opumuaxbm e 
6 XydoxcecmSeHO-ucmopuHecKUfi My3eu-BucHa, AGcmpua. 

Jug with Image of Triumphant Bulgarian Ruler, 8fi — 
9 th c. AD, Nagy Szent Miklos treasure, Gold, 
Sannikolae Mare village, Romania. The original is in 
the Tine Arts and History Museum in Vienna, Austria. 

were also present. As they owed their status to the 
great Khan, they thus paid him their respect and 
loyalty. On his part, as is seen from the construc- 
tion inscription of Khan Malamir's time, the ruler 
rewarded his hoilas and bagaim with „ grand 
gifts". Such a gift was the gold medallion with 
Khan Omurtag 's image. The Khan was represen- 
ted as the Byzantine emperor; his image being 
encircled by the legend To Khan Siubigi Omurtag. 
Another gift of the great ruler was the gold ring 
found in Pliska, which has the Greek inscription 
The ruler gives these rings {showcase 4) . 



AciHHi MaTepnaAtT, ot kowto ca H3pa6oTeiiw 

rapHwrypWTe — 3AaTO, cpe6po waw 6pOH3, KaKTO u 
TexHMHT 6poM 7 ca 6eAe3M 3a coLjuaAHMM CTaryc Ha 



HanpauHUK om noxau, VIII 6ex. Epous, Ce6epou3mou- 
Belt Extremity, 8fib c. AD. Bronze, Northeast Bulgaria. 

npuTe>i<aTeA£ wm. Bmopumn MddapcKU Koxauen 

UdKiim npou3xo>KAa ot MoruAa i<paii MaAapa. An- 

AHKaiJHHTe H KOA&HHT1T6 HaKpailHHUTl Ca H3pa60Te- 

hh b H3HCKaHaTa TexHWKa Ha (J>HAnrpaH n rpaHyAa- 
ijwn r hxkoc ot aTCAHCTaTa Ha BeAWKa B^Arapw^r. 

TeXHMflT Co6cTBeHHK ^aB^piHBa >KMBOTa CM Hax4-Be- 

ponTHo b nauaAOTo na VIII BeK (Sinnpnua 4). 
U'hpSimyn uadapcmi Koxaueu uamim ce A^Tupa B 
VIII— na i iaAOTO Ha IX b. h e oncpwr b rpo6 ao e3H- 

hcckoto CBeTHAMiue Ha MaAapa. FIpw M3pa6oTBaHe- 
to My cTapo6 , fcArapcKM5iT 3AaTap e npuAOKHA pa3- 
HOo6pa3HH TexHMKu — (J)iiAwrpaHHa yxpaca, mhk- 
pycTidpaHe cbc ctbkao h Maca, wMMTwpama bhcoko- 
KanecTBeHna BM3aHTMHCKM eMawA (Sumpaua 4). 
CpeG'bpHMiiT HaKpawHWK c a>KypHa AacTapHa yxpa- 
ca e noAo6eH Ha Te3w ot rapHMTypMTe, M3noA3BaHM 
b ABOpa Ha xaH Ky6ep, 6paT Ha Acnapyx (6umpu- 
ua 4). BpoH3osaTa KOAaHHa anAWKauMJi c w3o6pa- 
>i<eHwe Ha rpw^oH ot BeAWKw ITpecAaB e T43rn>AHe- 

Ha CblUO B T03M CTT4A (dwUpilHa 4). Cpe6TbpHM5IT M 




HaKpauuuK om koxoh c modpaxceuue ua namui^a, 
VIII— X 6ex. Cpedpo c no3Aama. 

Belt Extremity with Duck, 8 th — l& h c. AD. Silver, gilding. 

no3AaTeH HaKpanHMK ot Apyr KOAaH e yKpaceH c 
M3o6pa>KeHMe Ha naTwua (6umpuua 4). Mottibt>t e 
no3HaT b cacaHMACKM MpaH, otk^a^to npoHWKBa 

BT>B BM3aHTT4MCKOTO W3KVCTBO. 

OGmkhobchoto HaceAeHwe oGnTaBa BKonaHM 
b 3eM^iTa >KHAHiua c A^pseHa KOHcrpyKLiMa. Bee- 
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One of Kniaz Boris I's loyal and high-ranking 
men was Sivin, the great Zbupan. To him belonged 
the silver cup, on the bottom of which a Greek 

text had been inscribed: Lord, help. Sivin, the great 
Zhnpcm (showcase 4). The three floral bands 
which decorate the sides of the cup, excavated in 
Veliki Preslav, display similarities to the Old- 
Bulgarian and Byzantine petal styled ornamenta- 
tion of the 9 th and 10 th century AD. 

Other symbols of the Khan's power during the 
pagan period were the belts, entirely plated with 
metal appliques. They were made of gold, silver or 
bronze and were worn as distinctive marks of their 
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Hacm om aMyxem-Kancyxa, VIII 6eK. Bpom c nosAama, 
c. KaMeuoBo, Pa3zpadcKO. 

Part of amulet- capsule, 8 th c. AD. Bronze, gilding, 
Kamenovo village, Razgrad district. 

possessors' social status. Tlie Second Madara Belt Set 
was discovered in a burial mound near Madara, a 
pagan religious center. The appliques and the belt 
extremities were executed in the exquisite filigree 
and granulation techniques in one of the work- 
shops in Great Bulgaria. The owner of the belt 
came to the end of his life most probably in the 
beginning of the 8 th century AD (showcase 4) . 

The First Madara Belt Set, dating from the end 
of the 8^ — the beginning of the 9^ century AD 
was found in a grave near the pagan sanctuary of 
Madara. The Bulgarian goldsmith had evidently 
mastered the techniques of compound ornaments, 
adorned with filigree, incrusted glass and paste, an 
imitation of the Byzantine enamel of high quality 
(showcase 4). The silver belt extremity of open- 
work floral decoration is similar to the extremities 
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AnAUKai^ux om xoxan c u3o6pa>Keuue ua zpu<pou, 
VIII 6ex. Epou3, BexuKu YlpecxaS. 

Belt Applique with Gryphin, 8 th c. AD. Bronze, Veliki 
Preslav. 



KMAHeBMero Ha 6i>ArapuHa ot e3WHecKmi ne- 
pHOA e npeACTaBeHO c Benjn ot 6wTa — HO>K4e- 
Ta, TOTOAa, KOCTeHM MrAeHMUM, npeuiAeHM 3a 
BpeTeHO, aM 6aAa>i<HM (aM^opM m a^abm), Tpa- 
ne3HH m KyxHeHCKW cbaobc Tpane3HMTe — rbp- 
HeTa, naHWijn, i<ynn, Kanw c eAHa mam c ABe 

AP"b>KKM, aM(J)OpOBMAHM CTOMHM, Ca M3pa6oTeHM 

ot Ao^pe npeqwcTeHa rAMHa. Te ca A^KopMpaHU c 

Bp>I3aHM XOpT430HTaAHM AMHMM 14 M3AT>CKaHM MBM- 
IJT4, pa3nOAO>KeHM BepTMKaAHO MAM B MpOKOBM- 

ACH opHaMeHT. B'bpxy b^nara, tjiaoto mam 




Cmapo&bxzapcKU c~bdo6e, VII — IX 6ex. Txuua, 
uexponoxu npu c. Tonoxa, Ao6puHKO u BaxnuK. 

Old-Bulgarian lottery, lth__^th Ct XD. Clay, necro- 
polises at Topola village, Dobrich district and Ealchih 

ApT>>KKMTe Ha H5KOM CbAOBe C'd HaHCCeiiM 

Bp^3aHM mam pcAC(J)HM 3Hairw. Te ca BepO^ITHO 
3uai}u ua rptH^ap^ mam Ha co6cTBeHMi<a. Bt3- 
mo)kho e hakom ot tax Aa ca MMaAM anoTpone- 
eH cmmcm (tfumpuHu 5, 6 u noduyxi IV). 

HoCCHMTe OT CpeAHOBeKOBHM^I B'LATapMH HaiCM- 

tm m ajviyAeTM ca Aon^AHeHMe icbM HcroBOTo oGack- 
ao. ripe3 e3MqecKM5i nepMOA, ocbch ecTCTMHccKa, tc 
MMaT m MarMqeci<:o-npeAna3Ha (^yHKrxna. HaM-pa3- 

npOCTpaHeHM Ca HaHM3MTe OT TAMHeHM M CTbKAeHM 
MTaHMCTa. 06eUMTe MMaT TpaAMUMOHHM ^OpMM — 
rp03AOBMAHM, Ay HOBM AHM , HCCTO CbC 3BC3AOBMAHM 

BMcyAKM. CpaBHMTeAHo ipsiftbK HaKMT e A^aAeMaTa 
ot ycyxaHa TeA etc cacaw ot no3AaTa, OTKpuTa b 
e3M4ecKMa HeicponoA npM c. Jtyi&H% LLIyMeHCKO 
(diimpuua 7). 

HaKOM ot aMyAeTMTe 6mam civhp3aHM c acm- 
HocTTa Ha uiaMaHa, MartocHMK-Ae^MTeA. AnTpono- 
Mop4)HMTe (JmrypKM-„ypoAM" ot VII — VIII b. (6um- 
puua 8) 0Tpa35iBaT Bepo>iTHO M3T04Ha reHeaAorM4- 
Ha AereHAa, cnopeA koato ffhAHWija OTrAeAaAa ypoA- 
ambo MOM^e m c Hero ocHOBaAa BAaAeTeACKM poA- 
rioAo6HM (J)MiypKM ca no3HaTM or CeBepeH Kamca3 
m panoHa Ha p. BoAra w ce AaTMpaT b VII — IX BCK. 



of the belts from the court of Khan Kuber, 
Asparuh's brother (showcase 4). The bronze belt 
applique with a gryphin image from Veliki Preslav 
was performed in the same style (showcase 4). 
Another belt extremity of gold and silver gilding 
was adorned with a duck's representation, one of 
the symbols of the ruler's power (showcase 4). 
The motive was known in Sassanian Iran from 
where it penetrated into the Byzantine art. 

The ordinary people used to live in dwellings 
of wooden construction, dug into the ground. The 
everyday life style of the Bulgarians during 
the pagan period is represented through objects 
like knives, grindstones, bone needle-cases, pa- 
cking containers (amphorae and earthen jars), 
kitchen and table cutlery and vessels. They were 
made of well-refined clay, in various shapes — 
jars, plates, bowls, oinohoe-mouthed or two-han- 
dled jugs, amphora-shaped pitchers. The vessels 
were decorated with incised horizontal lines and 
polished strips, situated vertically or forming net- 
tings. Engraved or relief signs had been marked on 
the bottoms, bellies or the handles of some ves- 
sels. They were the potters or the owners' stamps 
and some of them most probably functioned as 
apotropaises (showcases 5, 6 and platform IV). 

The ornaments and the amulets, worn by the 
medieval Bulgarians, completed their clothing. 
During the pagan period they possessed not only 
esthetic but also magic and protective functions. 
The strings of ceramic and glass beads were among 
the most widespread. The earrings followed tradi- 
tional shape patterns — cluster-like, crescent- 
shaped, often with starlet-like pendants. 
Comparatively rare ornament was the diadem of 
twisted wire with traces of gilding, discovered in 
the pagan necropolis near the village of Dibich, 
the Shoumen district (showcase 7), 




0&ut(,a, VIII Bex* Kpouj. 
Earring, 8 th c. AD. Bronze. 

Some of the amulets were connected with the 
shaman, a magician and a healer. The misshapen 
anthropomorphic figurines from the 7*h — 8th cen- 
tury AD (showcase 8) probably reflect the eastern 
genealogical legend about a she-wolf who reared a 
deformed boy and thus founded a ruler's dynasty. 
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E3WviecKMTC HeicponOAM uu CAaBflHM Vl G'bATapM 
no AoAHwa AyHaR OTpa3SBaT pa3AwqHMTe norpe- 
6aAHO-nOMHH0AHU npaKTHKH Ha ABaTa eraoca. 
CAaB^inwTC npaKTwicyBar Tpynou3rap5u-ie 7 a 6i>Ara- 
puTe — TpynonOAaraiie H Tpynou3rap/me. B rpo6o- 
DeTe cc OTKpnBaT naKw™, koctw ot ?kwbothw w kc- 
paMH x iHH cbAOBe Kara norpc6aACH Aap. Hakow ot 

rpoGfiMTC CbOpTOKeHMil n p^CTaBAfl B3T KUM^pM, M3- 




Similar figurines are known from North Caucasus 
and the Volga region and are dated from the 7 th to 
the 9^ century AD. The pagan amulets continued 
to be worn even after the adoption of Chrisiamty as 
a reflection of old beliefs, deeply rooted in the peo- 
ple's mind. 





Tpo6na KciMepa c ypnu, VII— IX 6ex. Txuua, pexon- 
cmpyKuun, neKponox npu c. Tonoxa, Ao6puuK0. 

Burial Chamber with Urn, 7 th — 9 th c. AD. Clay, 
reconstruction, necropolis near Topola village, 

Dobrich district. 

rpaAeHM ot TyxAW mam KaMtHM, a ApyrM — amm, 
oGAMijoBaHM c A^pBo. Hecro rpo6oBeTe ca MapKW- 
paHM c KaMTjHM (iioduyu IV). M.H. 




AnmponoMopfynu fyuzypKU- „ypodu" \ VII— VIII 6eK. 
Bpom, c. KaMeuo60j Pa32padcKO. 

Misshapen Anthropomorphic Figurines, 7 th — 8 th c. AD. 
Bronze, Kamenovo village, Razgrad district. 

The Slavs and the Bulgarians' pagan necro- 
polises from the Lower Danube reflected the diffe- 
rent burial practices of the two ethnic communities. 
The Slavs used to cremate the dead bodies, while 
the Bulgarians either buried or cremated them. 
Ornaments, animal bones and burial offerings such 
as ceramic vessels were found in the graves. On the 
Lower Danube the Bulgarians and the Slavs started 
to use complex grave constructions, representing 
brick or stone chambers while others were simple 
grave pits of wood facing (platform IV). M.I. 



npe3 864 r. kh#3 Bopuc-MMxaMA (852 — 889) 
npMCMa XpHCTTUIHCTBOTO KaTO A^P>KaBHa 
peAMntH. HaAnucbT ot BaAuiM, K)>KHa AA6aHua, e 
e-AHO ot Haii-paHHMTe w3BecTM5i 3a TOBa cbGwTMe: 

„FloKp'dcmii ce om Boza apxonmbm na Biyxza- 
pua Bopuc, npeiiMeuySaunsim MuxaiiA, 3aedno c 
dadeuun My om 6oza uapod, 6 Aemo 6374". 

(na cmenama, 6ak6o om uoduyM V). 




Hazp-bdeu Kp-bcm-pexuxSuap, X— XI 6ex. Bpou3, 
c. Cxpuuo, KwcmeuduACKo. 

Pectoral Reliquary Cross, l(y h —ll th centuries. Bronze, 
Skrino village, Kiustendil district. 
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n AD 864 Kniaz Boris-Michael (852—889) 
<\S accepted the Byzantine Orthodoxy as state 
religion. The inscription from Balshi village, South 
Albania, is one of the earliest sources on that event: 

Converted was in God's name the archont of 
Bulgaria Boris, and given the name of Michael, 
together with his people, whom God had put under 
his protection, in the year of 6374. 

(on the wail, left of platform V). 

That act strengthened the position of the 
supreme autocratic power and speeded the process of 
consolidating of the Bulgarian nation. The interna- 
tional prestige of Bulgaria grew up with its incorpo- 
ration into the Christian world of Europe. 

The Byzantine author Ioannes Skylitzes also 
gave information on the convertion of the 
Bulgarians in his chronicle, the main source on the 
Bulgarian history in the 9 th — 11 th century (show- 
case 10). The Madrid facsimile of this work was 
richly illustrated with 574 miniatures. Dozens of 
them support the text with visual information on 



npoi4,ecueu Kpt>cm c hxa- 
zocxaGmu, Xpucmoc u Bo- 
zopoduna Opauma, X Sex. 
BpOH3, BuduucKO. 

Processional Cross with 
Christ Blessing and the 
Virgin Orans, l& h c. AD. 
Bronze, Vidin district. 




nenam na khju Bopuc-MuxauA, 
cAed 864 z, Oao6o, 

Seal of Kniaz Boris I Michael, 
after AD 864. Lead. 

fleuam na Teopm, apxuenucKon 
na BvAzaptW) 70-me zoduuu na 
IX 6ex. Oxo6o. 

Seal of Qeorgi, Archbishop of 
Bulgaria, 870*. Lead. 



Khr3 Bopuc-MuxauA, Munuamiopa om YHumeAnomo eSameAue na Koucmaumuu LlpecAaScmi, pycmi 
npenuc om XIII 6en. A&pxca6eH ucmopunecKu My3eu, MocxSa. 

Kniaz Boris-Michael f miniature from Constantin Preslavskis Gospel, Russian copy from 13 th century. 
The Moscow State Museum of History. 
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IJap CuMeon pa$6u6a 6u3anmuucKama apj\ix 6 TpaxuK (894), 
uunuanuopa om Madpudcxua npenuc ua xpoutiKama ua Ploau 
CxuAuija, XII— XIII 6ex. Madpudcxa uat^uouaAua 6u6xuomexa. 

Tsar Simeon Defeating the Byzantine Troops in Thrace (AD 894), 
miniature from the Madrid copy of loannes Skylitzes* Chronicle, 
12th—13 tf) centuries. The Madrid National Library. 



Ylenam ua i4,ap Cuueon I, cxed 918 z. 0\o6o. 
Seal of Tsar Simeon I, after AD 918. Lead. 



Toxa om xoxau c u3o6pa>KeHue ua xtS, IX— X Sex. 
Epou3, TlAo6du6cxo. 

Belt Buckle with lion, 9 th — IV* c. AD. Bronze, Plovdiv 
district. 
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T03M cLkt yxpenBa no3MHW4Te Ha BtpxoBHaTa 
caMOA'bp^aBHa BAacT w ycKopiiBa npoueca Ha koh- 
coAMA^paHe Ha 6i>ArapcKaTa HapoAHOCT. MoKAyna- 
poAHM^T npecTO>K Ha B^ArapMH HapacTBa c npno6- 
iuaBaHeTO ii KtM xpwcmjiHCKHii eBponeiicKW CBflT. 

3a noiq^bCTBaHeTO Ha 6i>ArapHTe nnme h bh- 

3aHTOMCKHHT aBTOp MoaH ClOlAWHa, 4H>ITO XpOHWKa 

e ocHOBeH M3Bop 3a G^ArapcKaTa wcropHii npe3 IX — 
XI Bex (dumpuua 10). BoraTO haioctp wpaH visit 
MaApwACKW npemic Ha TOBa cb^MHeHwe cbA^p^a 

574 MMHMaTIOpH, HHKOAKO A^CeTKM OT KOWTO AOITbA- 

BaT TeKCTa u c o6pa3Ha HH^opMaijH^ 3a S'bArapo-BH- 

3aHTMMCKMTe AWriAOMaTW4eCKW OTHOlIieHtlH w BoeH- 

hm koh(|)ahkto (na cmeuama, 6dxcuo om noduyu 

IX) . B Hero XpOHMCTbT W >KMBOnWCipiTe OTAeAHT oco- 

6eHO BHHMaHwe Ha cnHa Ha iaw3 Bopwc — nap Cw- 
MeoH (893 — 927). C BT>TpeniHOA'fcp>KaBHOTO ch yn- 
paBAeHwe u no6eAOHOCHWTe cm bomhh toh H3Be>i<Aa 
BiiArapHii ao B'bpxoBeTe Ha hchhoto MorbiuecTBo. 

Oco6eHO ijeHHM CBWAeTeACTBa 3a CMAHwre A^p- 

>KaBHM n03MLJMM M nOAMTMHeCKHH BTtfXOA Ca BAa~ 

AeTeACKMTe ne^aTw, r. Hap. moahbaobvah — Ha kjw3 
Bopwc-MwxawA, Ha CwMeoH — Kara khjb h caca 
npoB r b3rAac^BaHeTO My 3a BacwAeBC (yap), Ha Hero- 
bw# npweMHMK IleTbp (927 — 970), nppi i<ororo to- 
sh HaM-BHCOK BAaAeTeACKM. TMTyA M CaMOCTOilTeAHa- 

Ta GBArapcKa naTpwaprunfl ca o(J)T4HwaAHo npH3HaTM 
ot Bu3aHTUii (dtimpuua 9). A BaTa R^Aa neqa™ Ha 
leopra — apxnenncKon Ha BtArapuui, ca eAUHCTBe- 
hhtc AOCTHraaAM ao HauiH ahh opurHHaAHH naMeT- 
hmljm, M3Ae3Ai4 ot KaHueAapnaTa Ha rAaBaTa Ha He- 
3aBMCMMaTa GhArapcica ixhpKBa npe3 Haw-paHHHH ne- 
pwoA na CLiuecTByBaneTO u (Burpuua 9). 




neuam na u.ap Ylemtp I (927—970 z.). OaoSo. 
Seal of Tsar Petar I (927— 970). Lead. 

n-LAHOTO ueHTpaAM3HpaHe Ha StArapCKaTa A^p- 
>icaBa oiue npe3 BTopaTa noAOBWHa Ha IX b. aobok- 
Aa ao ycBBTipriieHCTBaHe Ha BoeHHO-aAMWHHcrpaTWB- 
HaTa ii ypeA6a w ao o6oco6>iBaHe Ha camhho 6oAHp- 

CKO CBCAOBMe. OcT3HKMTC OT MMTHMIjaTa, ACHCTB3Aa 

rrpw cpeAHOBeKOBHM^i rpaA A e ^ eAT w HaMepeHHTe 
TaM MHoro6poHHH neqaTM na BAaAeTeAw, caHOBHunu 
w nacTHH Anna (6umpuna 9) ca AOi<a3aTeACTBo 3a 
ocoGeHMTe mcpkh, noAaraHH 3a 3aiHHTa Ha rpaHuua- 
Ta, 3a BOAeHaTa o>KMBCHa KopecnoHAeHijn>i h 3a op- 




McmopuH ua Moan CxuAui^a u YlpodbAMumexsi na 
CKUAUi^a, npenuc om tvbpGama noxoGuua ua XIII 6ex. 
Ylepiauenm, Oxpud. 

History by loannes Skylitzes and the Skylitzes 
Continnatus, copy from the 1 st half of 13 th century. 
Parchment, Ohrid. 

the Bulgarian-Byzantine diplomatic relations and 
war conflicts (on the wall, right of platform IX). 
Both the historian and the painter paid special 
attention to Tsar Simeon the Great (893 — 927), 
Kniaz Boris I's son. Thanks to Tsar Simeon's victo- 
rious war campaigns and successful home policy, 
Bulgaria reached the peak of its political grandeur 
and might. 

Extremely significant evidences of the politi- 
cal advance are the seals of Kniaz Boris-Michael; 
of Simeon — both as a Kniaz and as a Bazileus, 
Tsar of Bulgaria; of his successor Peter (927 — 
970), during whose reign Byzantium recognized 
officially the highest title (Bazileus) of the ruler 
and the autonomous Bulgarian Patriarchate 
(showcase 9). The two kinds of seals, belonging to 
Georgi, Archbishop of Bulgaria, are the only ori- 
ginal items, issued from the office of the head of 
the independent Bulgarian church, that have sur- 
vived from the earliest time of its existence to our 

days (showcase 9). 

The ultimate centralization of power in the state 
in the second half of the 9*h century AD caused 
improvements in the military-administrative orga- 
nization of the state and brought about to the emer- 
gence of integrated hoy or nobility. The remains of 
the customs at the medieval town of Debelt as well 
as the numerous seals of rulers, dignitaries and pri- 
vate persons found there (showcase 9) testify to the 
specific measures, taken to secure the defence of the 
state border, to the busy correspondence and the 
organized character of the trade relations between 
Bulgaria and the other states. 

The belts as social status differentiating marks 
even in the heathen period, continued to be an 
inherent part of the garments both of the ruling 
class and the military after the conversion. The 
belt appliques with their extremely rich decorative 
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raHM3i4pannH xapaicrep HQ TtproucKMTe B3aRMOOT- 
HonieHwa iia B-bArapw^i c Apyrw Ai>p>KaBW. 

KoAaHWTc — oTAW4WTeAHM 3Hauw 3a couwaAeH 

CTaTyc onje npe3 e3mecKun. nepnoA, ca HeoTMeHHa 

^acT ot oBackaoto Ha ynpaBA>iBaiijaTa KAaca vi Ha 
bo^hhoto cbCAOBHe h caca noKpT»CTBaHeTo. C 6ora- 

TVUl CV1 ACKOpaTWBeH pCncpTOap KOAaHHMTC anAM- 

icauMH, kskto m no^neaaTBaiHMTe noco6ufl Ha Anua 
c aAMHHHCTpaTHBHH (|)yHKHWH, ca cpeA Han-HiiTe- 
pecHHTe npow3BCACHW^i Ha xyACDKecTBCHa'ra MCTa- 

Aw6pa6oTKa b paiinocpeAHOBeKOBHa BMrapw/i 

(JhcmpuMa. 11). 

Olc 3aeMaiiero Ha 6wapcKHJi npecTOA ot khjm 

CwA/ieoH npc3 893 r. A 1 »p :>KaRH1/15rr Tjemnbp e rrpe- 

MeereH or riAucKa BtB BeAUKTi npecAas. HoBaTa 
CTOAuya e 3ApoBO yKpenena h GAaroycrpoeHa, b ne/i 
ce T43AHraT irpeACTaBHTeAHTi rpa>i\Aanci\H n lpjpkobhh 
crpaAW, yKpaceroi 6oraTO c xyAO>KecTBeno w3pa6orc- 
na KaMCHHa riAacTOKa (noduyMU VI, VIII u XII). 

B Kpafl Ha IX vi npc3 X b. Bcawkw FIpecAaB 
CTaoa eAWHCTBCHOTo cpeAwiue b EBpona 3a 
npow3BOACTBO Ma GcAorAWHeHa pwcyBaHa ice- 
paMWKa. IlpoAyKywMTa Ha cneuiiaAiowpaHMTe aTe- 

AHCTa KbM npeCAaBCKMTC MaHaCTMpM Ce ChCTOl4 OT 
AyKC03HM Tpane3HM CbAOBC MHOrOLJBCTHa apXMTCK- 

TypHa yicpaca, pwcyBaHM u peAec])Hw mkohm — 3a- 
6cAe>KMTeAHw o6pa3ijw Ha KepaMHHHaTa >KWBonwc 
(Sumpuua 12, ttoduyMU VII u IX). 

EAHa ot ocHOBHPiTe ueAH Ha Ai>p>KaBHaTa noAW- 
TMica npw ynpaBAeHweTo Ha BAaAeTeAWTe Bopwc, 





AeKopamu&uu -nxoutcu 3a cnteuua o6xtni f oSica 1 X GeK. 
PucyBana zAa3upana KepaAtuna, BeAUKU TipecAaS. 

Wall-facing Decorative Tiles, c. AD. Painted 

glazed ceramic, Veliki Preslav. 

CwMeoH m rierbp e KyATypHO-peAnrno3HOTO yr- 
Bi>p>KAaBaHe Ha BfcArapwH. ToBa ce nocrora c 
npwo6inaBaHeTO Ha StArapCKida HapoA kt>m xpwc- 
tomhctboto, c npweMaHeTo Ha CAaB^HCKaTa nwcMe- 
hoct, CB3AaAeHa ot cBeTWTe 6paTa KwpwA m MeTo- 
Ahh npe3 855 r. w uiwpOKO pa3rbpHaAaTa ce npoc- 

BeTHO-KHM>KOBHa ASHHOCT, nOKpOBWTeACTBaHa VI 

CTMMyAwpaHa ot BAaAeTeAa. B ITpecAaB — eAWH ot 
rAaBHMTe KyATypHH yeHTpoBe Ha K)roM3T04Ha EB- 
pona, KaKTO Vi B OxpHA, BT>3HMKBaT HLpBHTe KHW- 

12 



repertoire and the personal seals, belonging to 
government officials, were among the most inte- 
resting items of the artistic metalwork in the early 
medieval Bulgaria {showcase 11). 

Having ascended the throne in AD 893, Kniaz 
Simeon shifted the state capital from Pliska to 
Veliki Preslav. The new capital was soundly forti- 
fied and well laid out, with representative secular 
and ecclesiastical buildings, abundantly decorated 
with artistic stone plastics (platforms VI, VIII, XII). 

At the end of the 9^ and the entire lO^ 1 cen- 
tury AD Veliki Preslav developed into the sin- 
gle production center in Europe for white clay 

painted ceramics. The specialized workshops at 
the Preslav monasteries produced luxury table ves- 
sels, multi-color architectural ornamentations, 
painted and relief icons, remarkable examples of 
ceramic painting (showcase 12, platforms VII, IX). 

Strengthening of the cultural and religious 
position of Bulgaria was one of the ambitious 
goals of the state policy under the Tsars Boris, 
Simeon and Peter. Soon after the conversion the 
state urgently needed means of writing in Slavonic 
vernacular to facilitate the acceptance of the new 
religion. In AD 855 the two brothers Constan tine- 
Cyril and Methodius created the alphabets. Their 
disciples were invited by the Tsar to Bulgaria, where 
they effectively diffused translated and original li- 
terature under his patronage and encouragement. 
In Veliki Preslav, one of the major cultural centers 
in Southeast Europe, as well as in Ohrid, the first 
literary schools emerged. The rich literature, creat- 
ed in those centers was in Old- Bulgarian and that 
tradition continued in the following centuries (in 
front o f platform XII, showcase 31). 

The official adopting of Christianity required 
new thematic and artistic values in the religious 
architecture and the applied art. Together with the 
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Kanutnex c Kpn>cm, XI Sex. Mpauop, ifbpxSa „C6. 
Bozopoduu.a" ua o-6 C6emu M6au npu Co3onox. 

Capital -with Cross, 11 th century. Marble, Virgin Mary 
church, island of Sveti Ivan, Sozppol. 



>kobhw kikoam, b kowto ce ci>3AaBa Gorara AMTepa- 
Typa Ha crapoS'BArapcKM e3ui< — TpaAnunfl, koato 
npoAT>A>KaBa m npe3 cAeABaiuwTe ctoactt4^i (nped 
noduyM XII, Sumpuua 31). 

0<|)nuwaAHOTO npweMaHe Ha xpmctoahctboto 
HaAara Hcma TeMaTO^Ha w xyAO>KecTBeHO-M3o6pa- 

3MTeAHa CHCTeMa B^B BCM4KW A^AOBe Ha npWAOK- 
HOTO W3KVCTBO. HapeA C"bC CTpOMTeACTBOTO Ha 

UTbpKBW H MaHacTwpid , 3a yTB-bp^AaBaHe Ha HOBa- 
Ta peAwrwii 3anoHBa MacoBOTO M3pa6oTBaHe Ha 
iqybcroBe, mkohm m Apym irtpKOBHW npMHaAAOK- 




C6. Kjovueum OxpudcKu, XIII Sex. Aopfio, opuzimaAum 
e 6 Manacmupa „C6. KAUMenm", Oxpud. 

St. Kliment of Ohrid, 13th century. Wood, the original 
is in St. Kliment monastery, Ohrid. 

hoc™, c Heno3HaT AOToraBa cK»i<eTeH penepToap 
— Pa3nHTueTO, pa3KpnBaiuo CMncbAa Ha qoBem- 
koto cnaceHwe, o6pa3MTe Ha BoropoAwua h Ha 

CBCTHM, npa3HT4HHM CIjeHM OT >KWBOTa Ha XpWCTOC 

n EoropoAwua, „3BepT4HHa" xpwcrw/iHCKa cwmbo- 
AHKa. Ha ocHOBaTa Ha ycBoeiiHH ot Bu3aHTH^ 

npOH3BOACTBCH T4 XyAO>KCCTBCH OnHT B Ta3H HaCO- 

i<a, b xpHCTMiiHCKa BtArapna ce M3rpa>KAaT MecT- 

HM M3ni)AHMTeACKM TpRAWIJl/lW C OBA3ACHM AO Cb~ 

BijpiiieHCTBO TexHOAorww (OumpuHd 13). 

B (rbArapcKWTe cpeAiiOBeKOBHw rpaAOBe AencrBaT 
M i43bcctch 6pow aTeAuera 3a AieTaAoo6pa6oTKa. B 



building of churches and monasteries for the needs 
of the new cult, it began a large-scaled production 
of crosses, icons and church plate of unknown till 
then thematic repertoire — the Crucifixion, revea- 




HazpTfdeu Kp^cm-pexuxSuap, X—XI Sen. Epou3, 
AcenoSzpadcKO. 

Pectoral Reliquary Cross, 10 th — 11 th centuries. Bronze, 
Assenovgrad district. 

ling the significance of the Salvation, the Virgin 
Mary and the Saints' images, scenes from Christ and 
Mother of God's lives, the „ animistic" Christian 
symbols. Christian Bulgaria drew on the artistic and 
practical experience of Byzantium but the Bulgarian 
masters developed their own local performing tradi- 
tions, mastering the techniques to perfection {show- 
case 13). 

A certain number of metal-working shops 
functioned in the medieval Bulgarian towns. In 
the 10 th AD century a large metal-working center 
was in operation in the surroundings of Veliki 
Preslav, the only one of that period discovered for 
the present (showcase 13). To facilitate their 

work, the masters used a large set of instruments 
and devices and applied various techniques m 
making gold, silver, copper, bronze and lead 
objects of the cult and everyday life. 




Anxuxauusi, X—XI 6ex. Oxodna cnxa6, Ho6ona3apcKO. 

Applique, lCt h —ll th centuries. Lead alloy, Novi Vazjir 
region. 
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oicoAHocTMTe Ha cTOAwuaTa BeAMio4 FIpecAaB npe3 X r. 
cmuo AencTBa roAaM ueHThp 3a o6pa6oTKa Ha mctoa 
— e^MHCTReHM AT oncpMT 3acera or TOBa BpeMe (Jkun- 

pttHd 13), MancTopbT H3noA3Da 5oraT na6op ot hh- 
CTpyMCHTW w rrpwcnoco6ACMM>i, npwAara pa3HOo6pa3- 
HM TeXHMKM ITOU U3pa6oTBaHeTO Ha KyATOBM m 6uto- 
dw npeAMerw or .maro, cpe6po, Me a, 6poH3 w oaodo. 

MHoro6powHWTe HaKWTH, OTKpWTW npw apxe- 
OAormecKO npoy^BaHe Ha ceAniija w Hei<ponoAH, 
cbma^ t ^ T] b^ t 3a MacocaTa um ynoTpe6a ot bcmiiku 
caocbc Ha cTapo6ijArapcKOTO o6iuecTBO. BoraTOTO 

pa3HOo6pa3Tie ot $opmh h AeKopaTUBiiu eAeMeHru 

C nOA^flHCHO Ha MOAHMTC TCHACHHMW B 3AaTapCTBO- 
TO, CMOTaHH C TBOpiieCKHSL yceT M npO(^)eCMOH9AHM- 

Te yMeHua Ha MancTopHTe (6umpuua 14). 

Or TOBa BpeMe ao Hac ca AocrarHaAi/L w hjikoii 
o6paauM Ha KocreHaTa nAacruica c no^qepraHH xy- 
AO^KecTBenw KaiiecTBa. Tpe6eHtT ot Aypani-cyAaK, na- 
MepeH b >KMAMiuero Ha aAMiiHMCTparaBHWJi ynpaBM- 
tca Ha cpeAHODCKODHOTo ccAwiue, rrpaBM Bne^iaTAeHHe 
cbc ceMnAaTa ch, ho H3irbAHeHa c roAHMa BeiirHHa 
reoMeTpu3upaHa paeraTeAHa yi<paca (Stimpuua 14). 

EAHa ot cbnjecTBeHHTe rrpoflBw Ha CTapo6i3Arap- 
cicaTa icyATypa e rrpowsBOACTBOTo Ha 6i4TOBa Kepa- 
MMKa. Ocbgh KyxneHCKMTe BWAOBe u T63M, npeAHa3- 
Ha^em sa ctxpamrcaHe u rrpeHaoiHe na rrpoAyKTw, 
Tpane3HHTe chAOBe ca Apyr toajim a^a ot ripoAyKHw- 
ara Ha mccthoto rphmapcTBO. FIpe3 IX — X b. ihw- 
poico pa3npocTpaHeHMe Ao6wBaT KaHMTe w aM^opo- 

BMAHHTe CTOMHW. FlOA BH3aHTHHCKO BARHHMe 3anoH- 

Ba npoH3BOACTBOTO Ha rAa3HpaHa Tpane3Ha i<epa- 
MHKa. EIo-paAKO ce cpeiuaT cbAOBe c peAecjma h 




TpeSen, X 6ex. Kocm, cpedHo6eKo6uomo cexume na 
YoxeMun ocmpoS npu c. AypaHKyxax, Aodpunxo. 

Comb j KP> century. Bone, medieval settlement on the 
Big Island near DouranJculak, Dobrich district, 

BpaaaHa yxpaca — nacr ot HapoAHOTO H3o6pa3MTeA- 
ho H3i<ycTBo (Sumpuua 15 u nochiyM XI). 

B icpaa Ha X b., noA HarwcKa Ha Bw3aHTwa, 
noAMTnMecKTdLaT w ijBpKOBHO-peATnno3eH ijeirn>p 

Ha &BArapcKaTa A^>P>i<aBa ce npeMecrBa b 
3anaAHMTe u ooAacra. BopGaTa 3a OTcroaBaHe 
HeaaBMCHMOcrra Ha crpamTa orAaBaBa CaMynA (997 — 
1014), MecreH ynpaBMTCA w npbB BoeHa^aAHMK irpn 
uapere Bopnc II m PoMaH, a or 997 r. w caM uap Ha 
BbArapwa. C BwcoKa Hayraa ctohhoct e eAHHCTBeHwaT 
3ana3eH naMCTHMK or HeroBO hmc — M3BecTHPtaT 

14 



The numerous ornaments, discovered during 
the archaeological searching and excavation works 
m villages and necropolises, testify to their being 
wide-spread and worn by all strata of the Old- 
Bulgarian society. The great variety of forms and 
decorative elements was subjected to the fashio- 
nable tendencies in goldsmithery. They were com- 
posed with fine artistry and professional skills 

(showcase 14). 




027>pxuu,a } X — XI 6qk. Med f nocpe6psi6aue, 
K)i03anaduume CmxiapcKU 3eMU. 

Necklace, l& h —ll th centuries. Copper, silver gilt, 
Southwest Bulgarian lands. 

Certain examples of bone plastic art with dis- 
tinct artistic values have survived from that time. 
The comb from Dourankulak, discovered in the 
administrative governor's dwelling in the medieval 
settlement, draws attention with its simple geomet- 
rically stylized floral ornamentation (showcase 14). 

A significant aspect of the Old- Bulgarian cul- 
ture was the production of ordinary ceramics. 
Besides the kitchen pottery and the packing ves- 
sels, the table vessels were another large part of 
the local workshop production. In the 9^ and the 
IQth century AD the jugs and amphora-shaped 
pitchers became very widespread. Under the 

Byzantine influence glazed table vessels appeared. 
Vessels with relief and engraved decoration, exam- 
ples of people's traditional art are rare to find 
(showcase 15, platform XI). 

In the end of the 10^ century under the pres- 
sure of Byzantium, which had launched war cam- 
paigns against Bulgaria, the political and ecclesi- 
astical center of the Bulgarian state was trans- 
ferred to the Western parts of the kingdom. 
Samuil (991 — 1014), a former local governor and 
the first military commander in the reign of the 
Tsars Boris II and Roman and since AD 997 — Tsar 
of Bulgaria, took the lead of the struggle for defen- 
ding the independence of Bulgaria. Of great histo- 



CaMywAOB HaAnwc, ckvv^ach b naMer Ha poAWTCAWTe My 
w Ha Haw-roAeMPui My 6paT (iioduyM X). 

ripw nocAeAHMTe BAaAeTeAw Ha rTbpBOTO G^a- 
rapci<o napcTBO saBtpniBa npouecbT Ha yTBTyp>KAaBa- 
He Ha MOHapxKHTa. TuTVAaTypaTa „uap" w „caMO- 
A"bp>Keij SbArapcKw" e AOKyMeHropana b crpowTeAeH 
HaAnwc Ha MBaH BAaAMCAaB (1015 — 1018) 3a o6ho- 
BiiBaHeTO Ha Kpenocrra Bmtoah (nped nodnyu XII). 
Caca noAOBMHBei<OBHa cbnpoTMBa cpeiuy Bw3aHTM£, 
c naAaHero Ha CTOAHuaTa OxpwA b 1018 r., ce rrpe- 
icbCBa BpeMeHHo caMOCTOflTeAHOTo n oahtmhccko 
pa3BT4Tue Ha G^ArapcKaTa A^P>KaBa. K.K. 



rical value is the only surviving gravestone epitaph, 
the well known Samuil's inscription commemorating 
his parents and oldest brother {platform X). 

During the reign of the last rulers of the First 
Bulgarian Kingdom the monarchy strengthening 
process was completed. The title Tsar was documen- 
ted in a building inscription of Ivan Vladislav 
(1015—1018) on the renovation of the Bitola 
fortress (in front of platform XII). The capital of 
Ohrid was captured in 1018 and the independent 
political development of Bulgaria broke off after near- 
ly half a century of resistance against Byzantium. K.K. 



CyCTaHOBHBaHeTO Ha BH3aHTHklMCKOTO BAaAW- 
necTBO no &bArapcKHTe 3eMH, hobhtc ynpaB- 
hiihm HaAarar CBoe aAMWHwerpaTOBHO vctdoiictbo — 
3eMMTe Me>i<Ay Crapa nAannHa w p. AyHaB ce opra- 
HH3MpaT b TeMa riapMCTpwoH (OoAAyHaBtie) , ceBepo- 
sanaAHTiTe &bArapCKH 3eMw ce o6oco6^BaT b TeMa 
CwpMnyM, a Ha ioro3anaA, k^acto e cbpyero Ha Ca- 
MynAOBa BijArapHH, ce cb3AaBa TeMa BbAiapMH. Et>a- 
rapcxaTa gbpKBa ry6w narpjiapiHecKHii cm cTaiyr. 
EnapxwMTe ot AynaBCKa E^Arapiifl ca noATOHenw 
rrpsiKO Ha KoHCTaHTHHonoACKaTa naTpwapniwii, a Te- 
3M ot K)ro3anaAHMTe npeAeAM Ha crpaHaTa c ueHTtp 
rp. OxpwA ca o6oco6eHw b OTAeAHa apxwenwcKonwfl. 

npe3 nocAeABaAOTO noBe^e ot cto m neTAecer ro- 
Amuiho BH3aHTOMCKO BAaAH^ecTBO &bArapwTe ca rrpe- 
BtpHaTM b eAHM ot MHoroTO noAaHUHM Ha MMnepw- 
jrra. Te M3nMTBaT Ha n>p6a cm hobmtc (J^OAaAHii 
no3eMAeim OTHomeroui Ha „npoHi4apcTBOTo" n 

AaHMHWfl rHCT Ha „CMHOHaTa". CwAMTe Ha GhArap- 

ckoto o6iuecTBO ce M3MepnBaT m b peaAi43i4paHero Ha 
aM6wHwo3HaTa noAMTMica Ha MMnepaTopwTe or (J)aMH- 

AHHTa KOMHMH A^ Bt3KpeaiT BCAH l TMeTO Ha HMnepu- 

HTa ot enoxara Ha wMnepaTop lOcramiaH I. B Te3H 

TpyAHH MOMCHTT4 CITOMCHbT 3a 3ary6eHOTO &bATapCKO~ 

TO uapcTBO HaMwpa W3pa3 b mho>kcctbo m*cramvi 
cpeiuy b losixfro id c koto ynpaBACHwe. B-bpxhT Ha 
B'bopb^KeHaTa cbnpoTWBa 3a Bt3CTaHOBaBaHe Ha &bA- 
rapcKaTa /^ypyKana. e moiuhoto Bi>CTaHwe ot 1040 — 
1041 r. Ha nen>p Acajih — bhvk Ha uap CaMywA. 
B'bCTaHwero 3anoHBa b ioro3anaAHinTe frbArapcKw 3eMn 

c Ljem*bp rp. CKonwe, ho BMipcKM rrbpBOHaHaAHWTe 
My ycnexH, Bu3aHTHii ro noTymaBa c u3MaMa u cha- 
Ha BOHCKa (no, cmenama, 6ah6o om dumpuua 16). 

B Ha^iaAOTO Ha XII b. ueHTbpbT Ha cbirporoBaTa 
cpeujy BM3aHTMii ce npeMecTBa b ceBepoHSTO^HWTe 
frhArapCKH 3eMH. Hobmht noAeM ce CTHMyAwpa ot 
HanaAenuiiTa Ha „KT>CHMTe" homoam — i<yMaHu, 
y3H, ne4eHern, komto ce HacTan>iBaT b Ao6py>Ka h 
npoMeHiiT AeMorpa(J)CKMii o6amk Ha Ta3H TepMTopMii. 
3a a^ ce 3aiui4TM ot Tax 7 wMnepwra pa3peuiaBa Ha 



Cn establishing of the Byzantine rule in 
the Bulgarian lands the new government 
imposed its own military and administrative 
organization — the lands between the Balkan 
Mountains and the Danube river were included 
in the thema Paristrion (the sub-Danube 
region), the Northwestern lands — in the thema 
Sirmium and the Southwestern parts, the heart 
of Samuil's Bulgaria, in the thema Bulgaria. The 
Bulgarian church lost its Patriarchal status. The 
eparchies of the Danube Bulgaria were directly 
subjected to the Constantinople Patriarchate and 
those in the southeastern territories of the coun- 
try with Ohrid as their center, formed a separate 
bishopric. 

The Byzantine rule lasted for more than a 
century and a half, the Bulgarians becoming just 
a part of the many subjects of the Empire. They 
suffered gravely from the new feudal land sys- 
tem and the Byzantine taxation system, intro- 
duced in a more severe form than in the other 
themas of the Empire. The energy of the 
Bulgarian society was drained by the ambitious 
policy of the emperors of the Comnenos dynasty 
and their attempts to restore the glory of 
Byzantium from the time of Justinian L In the 
time of hardships the memory of the lost 

Bulgarian kingdom found expression in a great 
many uprisings against the Byzantine domi- 
nion. The peak of the struggle for the restoration 

of the Bulgarian state was reached by the mighty 

rebellion of 1040—1041, with Peter Delyan, 
Tsar Samuil's grandson, at the head. With an 

army recruited in the Trans- Danubian lands, he 
crossed the Danube at Belgrade, where he was 
proclaimed Tsar and called upon the Bulgarians 
to join. The uprising started in the Southwestern 
Bulgarian lands with Skopie as a center and 
quickly spread over a large territory. The despe- 
rate resistance of the Bulgarians lasted for a year 
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Cmeuonuc Bozopoduua otn Xeucuc, XI 6ex 
Kocmuuuama ua BauKoOcKux. Manacmup. 

Mural Painting The Virgin from a Dee sis, 
1 1 th century. The Vault at the Bachkovo 
monastery. 





Hauu3 c uazpudeu xpiycm, XI Sex. Bpou3, cmbKxo, 
nexponoA nped usmonuama nopma ua Ylxucna. 

Bead String with Pectoral Cross, 11 th century. Bronze, 
glass, necropolis at the Eastern gate of Vlislca. 
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KoAOHKa om oxmapua npezpada, XI 6ex. tApauop, utopxtia C6. Moan Ylpedmena 
ua 0-6 C6. M6au r Co3onoxcxu zaxu6. 

Chancel Screen Colonnette, 11 th century. Marble, Saint John the Precursor 
church on Sveti Ivan island near Sozopol. 
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MeCTHOTO uaceAeuMe Aa ce B-hopToicw w A a ci)3AaAC 
co6cTBCHa Boeraia o^raumauvifi, no-KT>CHO Tfi ine 
B QCHOBaTa BtcTaHwero Ha AceHeBuw. 

BpeAAero Ha Bi43aH r n/i hc koto rocnoACTBO e enoxa 
Ha npOMCHTi B yTB'L-pA^HaTa cTarx36^ArapcKa icyATypa. 
B 6HTa Ha ^ATapj-lTe H0BAM3a BuaaHTUHCKara icyATyp- 
Ha TpA^idi^vuL. CiciinwTe ciiAone ot oAaropOAHM AlOTa- 
ah ca 3aM0HCHTi C AyKC03ua, KpacMBa cqiac|)MTO m 
aHroGwpHHa rcepaMwrea. VTDTjp>i\AaDa ce H n0A3BaHCT0 




Kyna, XI Sex. Txuua, Kaxuaxpa. 
Bowl, tir* century. Clay, Kaliakra. 

Ha CTLKAeHM rpMBHM, KOMTO Ca ACKOpwpaHJl C pWCV- 
BaHM >KUBOTOHCKW M paCTMTeAHM OpHaMeHTW. HoBWTe 

HaKWTM (yicpameHTiii) Bene ca aoctmihm 3a oGhkho- 
BeHWTe xopa, a 3aMO>KHMTe cAeABaT KOHcraHTHHonoA- 
CKaTa mm MOAa Ha nwiHHOcr. rioA3BaHHTe ot tax Ha- 

KMTM Ca M3m>AHeHM B a>KVp M C (j)MAMrpaHHa TCXHMKa 

(6umpuna 16). Or TOBa BpeMe ca u o6AHHOB r bqHMTe 




Tpu6uu c pucySana yxpaca, XI Sex. Ctrnxxo, uexponox 
npu CtiMeoHo6zpad. 

Bracelet with Painted Decoration, 1 1 th century. Glass, 
necropolis near Simeonovgrad. 

tiachh ot qepBeH rmcMHWK c W3o6pajKeHW£ Ha alb, 
AByrAaB opeA h nayHU, HaMepeHU b Crapa 3aropa 
(nped noduyM XIII u cpcvuy dumpuua 16). 




Oxmapua nxona c u3o6pa>xeHue ua naynu, XI Sex. 
HepSeu nxcbuuux, Cmapa 3azopa. 

Parapet Slab with Peacocks, 11 th century. Star a 
Zagora. 



but in the end Byzantium suppressed it through 
deceit and thanks to its powerful army (on the 

wall, left of showcase 16). 

At the turn of the 12^ century the anti- 
Byzantium resistance center was transferred to the 
Northeastern Bulgarian lands. The new upsurge 
was stimulated by the assaults of the „late" 
nomads — the Rumanians, the Uzis and the 
Pechenegs, who settled in Dobroudzha and 
changed the demographic picture of the area. In 
order to defend itself, the Empire permitted the 
local people to arm and establish their own com- 
bat organization. That same organization became 
the basis of the revolt of the brothers Assen and 
Peter, hoyars from the town of Turnovo. 

The Byzantine rule was a period of deep 
changes in the established Old-Bulgarian cul- 
ture. The Byzantine cultural tradition penetra- 
ted into the everyday life style of the Bulgarians. 
The expensive vessels of precious metal were 
replaced by luxurious and beautiful Sgraffito 
ceramics. Bracelets of glass fibers, decorated with 
animalistic and vegetable ornaments became 
widespread. They were within the means of the 




Ylpbcmeu, X — XI Sex. Cpedpo, uuexo, uexponox npu 
M3moHuama nopma ua Ylxucxa. 

Ring, 10 th — 11 th centuries. Silver, nielo, necropolis at 
the TLastern gate of Pliska. 

HayiuHuuu, XI— XII Sex. CpeSpo, cmzrxxo, uexponox 
npu CtiMeoHoSzpad. 

Pendant Earrings, llth—12tb centuries. Silver, glass, 
necropolis near Simeonovgrad. 

ordinary people already. The jewelry of the well- 
born performed in open work and filigree tech- 
niques, followed the gorgeous patterns of the 
Constantinople style (showcase 16). Of that time 
are the facing slabs from red sandstone with lion, 
gryphin, double-headed eagle and peacock 
images, found in Stara Zagora (in front of plat- 
form XII, opposite showcase 16). 

The autonomous Bulgarian Ohrid 
Archbishopric maintained the local church build- 
ing and the exquisite wall painting. Magnificent 
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npeKpacHw ca w o6pa3nnTe ot creHHa irbpKOBHa 
>KMBonvic, 3ana3eHM b ijbpKBaTa „Cb. naHreAewMOH 
npti c. Hepe3w (ah. P. Mai<eAOHRa) (na cmenama, 
ddncno om noduyu X) u b Kocrmu^xra na BanKOB- 
ckwl MaHacmp (do nodiiyM XII). FIpeACTaBeHMTe 06- 
pa3w ce OTAMHaBaT c TonAOTa, hobchhoct m peaAnsw. 

EAWHaAeceTOTO w ABaHaAeceTOTO CTOAeme mm- 
HaBaT noA 3Hai<a Ha ^y>i<AO rocnoACTBO b 3eMWTe 
hm. Flo TOBa BpeMe 6i>ArapcKaTa HapoAHOCT noi<a3- 
Ba 3aBMAHa vctow™boct m HenpecTaHeH crpeMOK 
ki>m Bi>3CTaHOBiiBaHe Ha caMOCTO^TCAHaTa GfcArap- 
cxa A^P>KaBa. H.K. 



examples of frescos can be seen in the church of 
Saint Panteleimon near the village of Nerezi in 
present-day Republic of Macedonia (on the wall, 
tight of platform X) as well as in the ossuary of 
the Bachkovo monastery (at platform XII). The 
wall paintings are remarkable for the warmth, 
tranquility and realism of the images. 

The ll 1 ^ and the 12^ century went off under 
the sign of the foreign rule in our lands. The 
Bulgarian people, however, manifested enviable 
firmness and unceasing attempts at restoring the 
independence of the Kingdom. I.K. 



GAeA nOTTM AByBeKOBHO BM3aHTHPlCKO BAaAW^eCT- 
bo, b pe3yATaT Ha B^CTaHweTO Ha 6paTHTa AceH 
id rierbp (1185), ce BT>3CTaHOBsiBa 6i>ArapcKaTa 
AT>p>KaBa. Ha 6tArapcKM5i npecroA ce ycTaHOB*ma 
AceHeBaTa AWHacTMH (1185 — 1277 m 1279— 
1280). yTBi)p>KAaBaHeTO Ha HOBaTa At>p>i<aBa e pe- 

3VATaT Ha H5IKOAKO no6eAH HaA BMSaHTOMCKaTa 

BOMCxa. ITo BpeMe Ha 6wn<aTa b TpeBHeHCKua 6aA- 
i<aH (1190) noA npeABOAWTeACTBOTO Ha yap MBaH 
AceH I 6'LArapMTe riAeH^iBaT nppi 3acaAa ijeAiifl 0603 
Ha BW3aHTOMHUTe, ,, HMnepaTopCKMTe nupaMUAaAHM 
KopoHH, HaniwTe Ha 3HaTHHTe, toahmo KOAmecrBO 
napw m caMWii HMnepaTopcKM khtjCt". Bw3aH- 
THHCKHiiT MMnepaTop Mcai< II AureA eABa ycnaBa a& 
ce cnacM. B"lb BMTpwHa 17 e npeACTaseHO B'bopt^Ke- 
Hue ot XIII — XIV b.: pa3rroocTpaHeHiiTe npe3 XIV b. 
Me^OBe c >i<eAe3Hn orpaHWTOTeAw Ha ptKOXBaTKaTa, 
o6pa3un ot MacoBO ynoTpebflBaHWTe Ha BaAKaHwre 
CAeA XIII b. 6o:iAyraHw, paaHOoGpaami Bi>pxoBe Ha 
CTpeAM — 3a npo6i4BaHe Ha Aeicii ham tokkm pw3- 

HT4HM, 3a AOB U np. Tyi< MO>Ke A^ Ce BMAH U KptCTfcT 

Ha ceBacT BepucAaB, CBaAen ot BusaHTuucKa xopyr- 
Ba. Tow Bepo>iTHO e BoeHHa nAjHKa, npeHeceHa b 
Tt»phobo ot ceBacTa w nocraBCH b poAOBaTa My ixt>p- 




Bo3dy2auu, XIII — XIV 6ex. Bpou3 7 nceAfi30. 
Maces, 13 th — 14 th century. Bronze, iron. 



fter almost two centuries of Byzantine domina- 
nt tion, the brothers Assen and Peter's uprising 
(1185) resulted in restoring of the Bulgarian 
state. The throne was ascended by the Assen' s 
dynasty (1185—1277 and 1279—1280). Veliko 
Turnovo became the capital city of the Second 
Bulgarian Kingdom. The consolidation of the new 
state was a natural consequence of several victories 
over the Byzantine troops. In 1190, the Bulgarian 
army under the command of Tsar Ivan Assen I laid 
an ambush in the Triavna pass (the Balkan 
Mountains) and attacked the supplies of the 
Byzantines, capturing „the Emperor's pyramid- 
shaped crowns, the nobles' cups, a great amount of 
coins and even the Emperors cross". The Byzantine 
Emperor Isaac II Angelus barely escaped capture. 

Weapons from the 13^ and 14" 1 century are 
displayed in showcase 17 — swords with iron hilt 
stoppers, in use during the 14 th century, maces 

which had largely spread in the Balkans since the 
13*k century, various arrowheads, intended to 
pierce both light and heavy mail shirts or to be 
used in hunting etc. The visitor can also see Sevast 
Berislav's cross, removed from a Byzantine gon- 
falon. The cross was most probably a battle tro- 
phy, taken to Veliko Turnovo by the sevast and 
placed in his family church on the Trapezitsa hill. 

The defeat of the Latin knights near 
Adrianople (1205) and Emperor Baldwin I's cap- 
ture by Tsar Kaloyan (1197 — 1207) proved 
Bulgaria to be one of the significant military and 
political factors in Europe. The solid gold ring of 
Tsar Kaloyan, commissioned in his adolescence, 

remains the most substantial of the aristocratic 
rings in Medieval Bulgaria (weight 61,15 g). Next 
to it is the only seal of the Constantinople Latin 
Emperor Baldwin II of Flandres, the only one 
found in Bulgaria during archaeological excava- 
tions in Kailuka site near Pleven (showcase 18). 
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Tanupbtn na Mapuau, mmuamwpa om 
Tomuho6uh ncaxmup, 1360 z. &bp>ica6eH 
uctnopuuecKu juy3eu, MocxSa. 

tAariam's Dance, miniature from the 
Tomic Psalter, 1360. The Moscow State 
Museum of History. 



Hauia, XIV Sex. Cpedpo, c. hexu u36op, BpanaucKO. 

Cup, 14 th century. Silver, Beli izyor village, Vratsa district. 



KBa Ha xi.AMa Tpane3nua. PaarpoMbT Ha AaTMHCKMTe 
pwnapn rrpn Oaphh (1205) w riAemraaHeTO Ha mm- 
nepaTop BaAAywH I cpAaHA^pcKJi ot yap Keaohh 
(1197 — 1207) yTB^p^KAaBaT G^ArapcKaTa Ai>p>KaBa 

KRTO eAHa OT 3Ha4MTeAHHTe BOeHHM M nOAMTM4eCKM 

cmam b EBpona. MacwBHuaT 3AareH npbcreH Ha ua- 
pa, ocTaBa m AHec Haii-roAeMnsiT apncTOKpaTnqeH 
np'bCTeH ot BiiArapCKOTO cpeAHOBeKOBne (TerAO 
61,15 r). PeAOM c Hero e noi<:a3aH n cahhctbchpiht 
ne^aT Ha KOHcraHTWHonoACKUsi AaTMHCKM n/vine- 
paTop BaAAywH II AaHA'bpCKn , npoH3xo>i<AaiH ot 
RbArappifl, HaMepeH rrpu apxeoAomqecKH pa3Koni<u 
b m. KawAbKa ao IiAeBCH (Sumpuna 18). 

Ao HauiM ahm ca AOcrarHaAn hakoako M3o6pa- 
>KeHKfl Ha cpeAHOBeKOBHM G^ArapcKM uape u apwc- 
TOKpaTM. ToBa Ha yap MBaH AceH II (1218 — 1241) 
e ot 3AaTHUii My neqaT, ctxpami bsh AHec b 3orpac[>- 

CKvm MaHacTOp Ha CBeTa ropa (na cmenama, 
6dtiCH0 om 6umpuna 17). flpw HeroBOTo ynpaBAe- 
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Medaxbon c u3o6paKeHue na KpuAam ad6, XI — XIII dex. 
Medua cnxaS, no3xama, J!^UMumpo6zpad. 

Medallion with Winged lion's image, 11 th — 13 th cen- 
turies. Copper alloy, gilding, Dimitrovgrad. 

Hwe B^ArapMii Aocrara Haii-roA>iMOTO cn Morb- 
iuecTBO. Caca GwTKaTa rrpn Kaokoth nua (1230) ta 
CTaBa eAMHCTBeHaTa BoeHHa w noAmriHecKa cn/va b 
rOrow3TO4Ha EBpona. 

KTHTOpCKHTe nOpTpeTM Ha l^ap KoHCTaHTMH 

AceH (1259 — 1277) n n'hpBaTa My >i<eHa, ijapnija 

MpKHa, ca ot npuTBopa Ha BoHHCKaTa irtpKBa „Cb. 
HwKOAaw w Cb. FlaHTeAeHMOH", 3orpa<{>ncaHa npe3 
1259 r. (na cmenama, fidxcno om dumpuna 17). 
Flo BpeMe na ynpaBACH?ieTO My b BijArapw^ sa^ec- 
TflBaT TaTapCKWTe Ha6e3n, o6c3aioahah roA^Ma *iacT 
ot AHeniHa CeBepow3T04Ha Ei>ArapHji. CTpaHaTa 
Tbpnw cepwo3HM TepMTopwaAHH m MOBemKM 3ary6w. 
Bi)CTaHT4eTO Ha ceACKWfl bo?ka H Ban ao cAara Kpaw 
Ha ynpaBAeHneTO My. Caca a^aix nepno^ Ha 6op6n 
c TaTapwTe w HecTaGwAHOCT Ha BAaAeTeACKaTa mh- 

CTUTyiiHji npu yap MBaH AAGKCaHAfcp AceH 
(1331 — 1371), CAeABa nepnoA Ha OTHoewTeAHa 



Several representations of medieval 
Bulgarian tsars and aristocrats have survived up 
to now. Tsar Ivan Assen II (1218—1241) was 
portrayed on his gold seal, now in possession of 
the Zograph monastery of Mount Athos (o?i the 
wall, right of showcase 17). Under his rule 
Bulgaria reached the peak of its might. After the 
victorious battle near Klokotnitsa (1230) the 
Second Bulgarian Kingdom became the only poli- 
tical and military power in Southeast Europe. 

The donor's portraits of Constantin Assen 
(1259 — 1277) and his first wife Tsaritsa (empress) 
Irina are from the narthex of Saint Nikolas and 
Saint Panteleimon church in Boyana, painted in 
1259 {on the wall, right of showcase 17). In Tsar 
Constantin Assen 's reign the Tartars' assaults fre- 
quented, the country was invaded and plundered 
every year. Vast portions of today's Northeast 
Bulgaria were devastated and depopulated. The 

country suffered grave territorial and human losses. 
The revolt of Ivailo (Bulgarian tsar from 1277 to 
1280) which attracted both boyars and great mas- 
ses of peasants put an end to Tsar Constantin 
Assen's reign. After a long period of clashes with the 
Tartars and instability of the royal institution, there 
followed relative stability and flourish of culture in 
the reign of Tsar Ivan Alexander Assen (1331 — 
1371). Of the eight portraits of that ruler which 
have survived, we represent the image from Ivan 
Alexander Assen's Tetraevangelia, the most richly 
decorated Bulgarian manuscript — it contains 366 
miniatures. The original is now in the British 
Museum in London. The Tsar was presented in the 
company of his second wife, „the recently conver- 
ted" Tsaritsa Theodora and their two sons from that 
marriage the future Tsar Ivan Shishman 
(1371 — 1395) and the early deceased Ivan Assen 
{on the wall, above platform XIX). The magnificent 




Anxwcaijim c xepaxduuuo modpauceuua na xt»6, 
XIV 6ex. Medua cnxa6 7 hexuKomrtpuo6cKO. 

Applique with Heraldic Image of Hon, century. 
Copper alloy, Veliko Turnovo district 
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c r ra6wAM3aijMM \a icyATypcH pasLjRCT. Ot 3ana3eHWTC 
occm nopTpeTa Ha tosh rjap, Tyi< e npeACTaBeHo 
M3o6pa>iceHMCTo ot H cTMp M e Ran re awcto Ha yap 
MBaH AAei<caHAi>p Acen, ctxpaHjmaHo ah^c b Bpu- 
TaHCKaTa 6w6AHOTeKa, Aohaoh. LLapar e npeAcra- 
BeH c BTopaTa cm ^cena, „HOBonoicpi>cTeHaTa" na- 
puija TeoAppa. Tytc ca u ABaMaTa My CMHa ot tcwm 
6pai< — 6T)AcnjwHT yap VbaH LLlHUiMaH (1371 — 
1395) w paiio noiwnaAwaT HBaH Accn (nd 
cmeuamdj 6asl6o om noduyM XIX). TIpeACTaBeHo e 
H eAHO BCATiKOAOITHO U306pa>KeHUe Ha cecTpa My 

EAcna, oMi»>KCHa npe3 1332 r. 3a cptBcKTiii KpaA 
Ctc^/clh Ayuian ot Ht>pKBaTa b c. Aeciioao, KpaTos- 
cko (zta cmcnama, Sdncno om noduyM XIX). 

CpeA 3ana3eHWTC nopTpero Ha cpcahobckobhw 
6tArapcKM apwcTOKpaTM oco6eHo mjicto 3aeMaT ktw- 
TopcKUTe M3o6pa>KeHM5i Ha ceBacTOicpaTop KaAOflH 
u ctnpyraTa My ^ecucAaBa naic ot npMTBopa Ha Bo- 
iiHCKaTa ytpKBa. O AyxoTBopeH wTe , peaAiicraqHw 
nopTpeTHH M3o6pa3i<ceHH« ca ch3&'AAU cAaBaTa Ha Te- 
3H CTeHonucw KaTO npeApeHecaHCOBM, a o6pa3a Ha 
AecMCAaBa e craHaA cwaaboa Ha icpacoTaTa Ha 6-hA- 
rapi<aTa (ua cmeuama, cpeiqy Sumpnua 17). 

Ot BpCMeTO Ha Apyr G^ArapcKH BAaAeTeA — 
yap MuxauA LUnuiMaH (1323 — 1330), e 3ana3eH 
KanMTeA c HeroB MOHorpaM (noduyM XX). HaMe- 
peH e npn pa3KonKMTe Ha npeycTpoeHwa no Ha- 
pe>i<AaHe Ha MuxawA LLIwuiMaH uapcxn ABOpeu Ha 
LJapeBeu. 

IlpeACTaBeHMTe koackthbhh mohcthh HaxoAKw 

M ChKpOBWIUa OT C. l43BOpCKO, BapHeHCKO H c. MBa- 

hobo, LLlyMeHCKo (Sumpuua 20); ot HoB03aropcKO 
m ot BeAMKM npec/vaB (Sumpuna 21); ot Kotca 
(Bumpuna 22); ot c. Apy>i<6a, Bhahhcko; ot c. ^l- 
6eHe, KapAOBCKo (dumpuna 23); Hwkohoackoto 
cbKpOBMiue (6umpuua 25) u ap- ca Mo>i<e 6m Haw- 
aTpaKTMBHaTa qacr ot eKcno3WHH>iTa, nocBeTeHa Ha 
Btopoto ErbArapcKO uapcTBo. 




Bucyxxu, XIII— XIV Sex. Bpou3, xapneox, nxauuucKU 
xpucmax, Hacm om cbxpo6uiu,e, Ho6o3azopcxo. 

Pendants, 13 th — 14 th centuries. Bronze, carneol, rock 
crystal, part of a treasure, Nova Zagora district. 



representation of the Tsar's sister Elena, married in 
1332 to the Serbian king Stefan Dushan is from the 
chureh of Lesnovo, Kratovo district (on the wall, 
right of platform XIX) . 

The donor's portraits of Sebastocrator Kaloyan 
and his wife Dessislava from the narthex of the 
Boyana church (near Sofia) occupy a particular 
place among the portraits of the medieval 
Bulgarian nobility that have survived. Their 
expressive and realistic representations eon tribute 
to the popularity of the Boyana murals as mar- 
king a high point in the history of painting m the 
Medieval Balkans (on the wall, opposite showcase 
17). Dessislava's portrait has eome to symbolize 
the Bulgarian lady's beauty. 

A capital with the monogram of another 
Bulgarian ruler, Tsar Michael Shishman (1323 — 
1330) is exhibited on platform XX. It was disco- 
vered during the excavations in the King's Palace 
on Tsarevets, reconstructed on Tsar Michael 
Shishman's orders. 



The most attractive part of the exhibition, 
representing the Second Bulgarian Kingdom, 




TopxSu, XIV Sex. Cpedpo, Hacm om cbKpo6uiu.e, 
c. Vi36opcKO, BapueucKO. 

Torques, 14 th century. Silver, part of a treasure, 
Izyorsko village, Varna district. 




CvxpoSuiqe om nponexHut^u, XIII — XIV Sex. Cpedpo, 
no3xama, Komex. 

Prochelnitsi Treasure, 13 th — 14 th centuries. Silver, 
gilding, Kotel region. 
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„yapcTBaujpiflT rpaA TbpHOB" e eTaAomT, kohto 
CAeABaT 14. ApyrwTe Gi^ArapCKM cpeAHOBeKOBHH 
rpaAOBe. TbpHOBO OKa3Ba cmaho bam^ihmc h Btpxy 
paaBMTweTO Ha rpaAOBere b Ci>p6ti*i, Kyaxwi m Pycmi. 
ApxwTeKTypHMiiT o6pa3 m ycTpowcTBOTO Ha rpaAOBe- 
Te ca OTpa>KeHMe Ha TexHWTe (|)yHKHww. 3ApaBOTO mm 
yi<pen*iBaHe e CAeACTBwe ot HaTpynBaHero Ha 3HanH- 
TeAHM MaTepwaAHM GoraTCTBa. B tax ce ynpa>KHHBaT 
MHoro6poMHH 3aHa^rrw, noAAT>p>KaT ce 3HaquTeAHu 

TbprOBCKM BpT)3KM. Oc[)OpMflT Ce W oGlHMpHH na3apH- 

iua. 3aHaHT4MHTe ce o6ocob*iBaT b otacahm KBapra- 

AW, ICbACTO CTOTHHW MaUCTOpM H TCXHWTe nOMOIUHH- 

uw npoM3Be>i<AaT KpacwBH W nOAe3HM Beil|M. 

3Ha4HTeAHO e pa3BWTMeTO Ha KepaMWHHOTO 

npoH3BOACTBO. FloAobpiiBaT ce TexHOAoruuTe 3a 
npeTOCTBaHe Ha rAMHaTa u i43nw*iaHe Ha roTOBHTe 
CLA OBe - YcBOiiBaHeTO Ha cnocoGpiTe 3a npou3BOA- 
ctbo Ha crpa(J)WTO-KepaMHKa oiue npe3 XI b. m Hew- 
hoto BT^npneMaHe KaTO MacoBO noTpe6#BaHa cto- 

Ka, ce H3Bi>pHiBa b rpaAOBeTe. ripow3BOACTBOTO Ha 
KepaMHHHHTe neHTpoBe b Mcahhk, TbpHOBO, 4ep- 
BeH, KaAwaxpa, Co3onoA ce OTAHHaBa c pa3Hoo6pa- 




EAwdo, XIV SeK. Qipafyumo-KepaMuna, cpednoSeKoS- 
uuam zpad HepSeu. 

Dish, 14* h century. Sgraffito slipware, Medieval town of 
Cherven. 

3ne h cneyn^WKa Ha 4>opMara n yKpacaTa. Cao?k- 

HOTO npOH3BOACTBO Ha T03H THn i<epaMHi<a MO>Ke 
Aa ce npocAeAw no HHBeHTapa , noAyroTOBaTa h ro- 
TOBa npoAyi<i;w>i Ha KepaMH^HaTa pa6oTUAHuiia ot 
Co3onoA (Sumpuua 26). Ayi<co3HaTa KepaMHi-ca c 
o6ei<T Ha o>KHBeHa TtproBMJi no cynia u no Mope 
(6wnpuua 27). 

Pa3BHTHeTO Ha npoHOBOACTBOTO npe3 XIII H 
XIV b. noBHinaBa hhboto Ha rpaACKH/i 6ht. Eora- 
tm5it Ha6op ot npeAMe™ Ha 6wTa — opMWfl Ha 
TpyAa, KaTHHapw h i^Aio^aAKH, orpn6i\H 3a ocrtpr- 
BaHe Ha hohjbmtc, Gp^cHanw, cbctwahi/ihw w CBeiu- 
hmhm, cneijMaAM3MpaHU ctA OBe 3a noAnpaBKU, qa- 

LLIW OT Cpe6pO H TAMHa, AT)>KI4HW, CBWACTeACTBaT 3a 

TiiCHa cneHwaAM3aiH4fl b w3pa6oTKaTa mm, 3a bmco- 




KoAau, XIII Sex. Cpedpo, no3Aama, ce6epou3moHua 
B-bAzapux. 

Belt, 13 th century. Silver, gilding, Northeast Bulgaria. 



probably are the coin hoards and the treasures 
found at different sites all over Bulgaria — m the 
districts of Varna, Shoumen, Nova Zagora, Veliki 
Preslav, Kotel, Vidin, Karlovo, Nikopol etc. 

(showcases 20, 21, 22, 23, 25). 

„The royal capital city of Turnovo" influenced 
strongly the urban development in Serbia, 
Wallachia and Russia and became the model fol- 
lowed by the other Bulgarian medieval towns. 
The city functions affected their architectural 
image and layout. The strong fortifications resul- 
ted from the accumulation of considerable mater- 
ial wealth in the towns. Large markets and 
important trade relations were established in 
them. The town population practiced various 
handicrafts. The craftsmen occupied entire quar- 
ters of the medieval towns. Hundreds of masters 
and their helpmates produced beautiful and use- 
ful goods. 

Particularly well-developed was the pottery 
production. Clay refining and baking technologies 
improved. In the 11 th century the manufacturing 
methods of sgraffito ceramics were mastered name- 
ly in the towns where that type of pottery became 




Hamu, XIII — XIV (fcic. Hepfiena ZAima, Co3onoA, 
KaAuaKpa, Hepflen. 

Cups, 13 th — W b centuries, Red clay, Sozopoh Kaliakra, 
Cherven, 
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Kopa3BWTa rpaACKa KyATypa. ITpe3 to3H nepHOA B 

BtArapUa <j>yHKI^UOHMpaT MOHeTapHl411I4 7 B KOMTO 

cc ccicaT MeAHw w cpc6"bpHw MOHeTTd na 6ijArapc- 

KMTe BAaACTCAM. B pC3yATaT Ha WHTCH3HBHOTO 

pa3pa6oTBaHe Ha cpe6poHocHUTe 3aAe>ici4 npe3 
XIV b. , 6i3ArapCK]4Te cpeBtpHH mohcth ce npoH3- 
BCTKAar b roACMM KOAM^ecTBa. Te ca inMpOKO pa3- 
npocTpaHeuM u rmcoico ljchchw r ueAW>i BaAicaH- 
CKW nOAyoCTpoB. Macona e u ynoTpe6a r ra Ha cpe- 
6upnH ciiAOBe n npn6opH 3a xpaHeHe. 3a BU3y- 

aAHO OACKOT^BaHe Ha MaCHBHHTe HaKHTH CpCAHO- 

BercoBHWTC MawcTopw H3noA3BaT pa3Hoo6pa3HW 
MeTaAoo6pa6oTBanji4 tcxhmkw — acchc, w3KOBa- 
Bane, u36nBaHe 7 rpaHyAaumi, nceBAorpaHyAauwfl, 
^uAurpan, rpasupoBKa. yno r rpe6aTa Ha tokkm m 
CKbUU HaKUTu CBM^eTeACTBa 3a 3uauumexuo 3a- 
MO^SUUC Ha StArapHTe no onoBa npeMe. MacwBHM- 
Te o6euu u HayuiHuuu, icbm komto S-bArapicaTa 
npo^&gBa no^iepTauu npeAnomiTaH ii>i oco6eHo 
npe3 XIV b. 7 BneqaTA^BaT cpeAHOBCKOBHH^i eBpo- 
neeu. Toil Hapnqa HOceHeTO Ha TaKWBa HaKwrw 
„6tArapcKa Mo^a" (Sumpuna 28). 




HaKumu, XII — XIII Sex. Med, nocpedpxSaue, Xucapa. 
Jewelry, 12 th — 13 th centuries. Copper, silver gilt, 

Hissaria. 



ripOH3BOACTBOTO Ha TCKCTT4AHM H3AeARfl e He 

caMO AOMameH 3aHaiiT, ho u npeAMeT Ha cneuwaAM- 
3MpaHa saHa^T^MMCKa achhoct. TbKaHHTe 3a W3pa- 
6oTKa Ha o6Aei<Aa ca npevvwMHO ot ach h KOHon. 
CicbnwTe m peAKM nAaTOBe ca bhochh. ToAiiMO pa3- 
npocTpaHeHMe ApSwBaT TbKaHHTe c MCTaAHH hhhi- 
kh, npoH3Be>i<AaHH BepoHrao b roAeMMTe rpaACKH 
ueHTpoBe. EIomrKora Te ce rarer ot Bee oine pedxuR 
noMyx u npeABapHTeAHO M3TerAeHH tbhkm cpeS^p- 
hh h 3AaTHM HMHiKH. B eKcno3wuwra MoraT Aa ce 
BHAiiT 3ana3eHM no^m w3HiiAO ugbssskh, HoceHH ica- 
to Kbpnw 3a rAaBa hah Meica niariKa (Sumpuua 29). 
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very popular. The sgraffito ceramic centers of 
Melnik, Turnovo, Cherven, Kaliakra and Sozopol 
produced pottery distinguished for its diversity of 
forms and decoration. The complicated technology 
of sgraffito ceramics could be traced through the 
instruments, the finished and half-finished produc- 
tion of the workshop in Sozopol (showcase 26). 
The commercial exchange of luxury ceramic goods 
was carried out by land and by sea (showcase 27). 

The economic development during the 13^ 
and 14 th century raised the everyday life in the 
towns to a higher level. The sets of instruments, 
appliances, padlocks and latches, spatulas for 
scraping bread-troughs clean, razors, candlesticks 
and lamps, specific spice containers, silver and ter- 
racotta cups 7 cutlery attest to a specialization in 
the craft industry and a highly developed urban 
culture in Medieval Bulgaria. 

During the period a certain number of mints 
functioned, in which copper and silver coins of the 
Bulgarian rulers were struck. In the 14^ century in 
Bulgaria the silver mining intensified and the silver 
coinage largely increased in volume and circulation. 
As a result the Bulgarian silver coins spread all over 
the Balkans and became highly valued. 

Silver vessels and cutlery were also in wide 
use. In order to visually lighten the heavy jewel- 
ry, the medieval goldsmiths made use of various 
techniques as metal casting, hammering, granula- 
tion, pseudo-granulation, filigree, engraving. The 
heavy and expensive ornaments attest to the con- 
siderable prosperity of the Bulgarian society in 
that period. The solid earrings and pendant ear- 
rings, much in vogue among the women, especial- 
ly in the 14^ century, deeply impressed the 
medieval European and he called that style 
„Bulgarian fashion" (showcase 28). 

Textile articles were produced not only at 
home, but became a subject of specialized handi- 
craft industry. The fabrics needed for making 
clothes were mostly linen and hempen. The 
expensive and rare textile materials were impor- 
ted. Silk was also an imported article. Widespread 
were the fabrics with woven metal threads, most 
probably manufactured in the big city centers. 
Sometimes they were made from cotton (a mater- 
ial still rare at the time) and thin gold and silver 
fibers. We have exhibited well-preserved poviazki, 
wide bands, worn as head kerchiefs or soft hats 
(showcase 29). 

Everything that was made for the church was 
of a very high quality. The miniature metal plas- 
tics with Christian motifs are numerous. Among 



OcoGeHO rpw>KAHBO e H3pa6oTBaHo bcjmko, i<oe- 
to e CBi>p3aHO c LjTbpKBaTa. CpeA AOCTOmaAOTO ao 
Hac BnenaTAjiBaT Haw-paHHHTe A^pBope36eHM na- 
MeTHwyM ot GijArapcKMTe 3eMw. BpaTaTa Ha Lp>pi<- 
BaTa „Cb. HwKOAa Boahm^ch" b OxpwA e cbcraBeHa 
ot nam, hhkow ot kowto ca R3pa6oTeHM b i<paa Ha 
XII Bei<. Apyirrre ca ot m>pBaTa noAOBHHa Ha XIV b., 
KoraTo e nocTpoeH n xpaMa (noduyu XXV). BpaTa- 
Ta Ha irJbpKBaTa b Phackhji MaHacrap, H3rpaAeHa no 
BOAiiTa Ha Kecapa Grex^aH XpeAbo /vparcmoA npe3 
1335 — 1340, e 3a6eAe>KWTeAeH naMeraHK Ha cpeA- 
HOBeKOBHOTO G^ArapcKo w3kvctbo (iioduyxi XXVII). 
Bne^aTAABaT nMinecTBOTO Ha c[)opMMTe u M3ni>AHe- 
hhcto Ha nAeTeHnnidTe, npeHH3HOTO opa3Mep^BaHe 
Ha npocTpaHCTBOTo. Ao AHec ca 3ana3eHH oiue ABa 
naMeTHMKa or paHHaTa u^pKBa b Phackwji MaHacrap, 

KOWTO MOraT A^ Ce BMA>IT B eKCn03HHH>ITa — TpOHbT 

Ha Kecapa Cretan XpeAbo w hobootkpmtmht ctoa ot 
iibpKOBeH peA (noduyxiu XXIV u XXVIII). Mho- 
roGpoMHM ca w naMerHMUHTe Ha ApefeaTa MeTa- 
AonAacTHKa c xpwcraaHCKw cio>KeTn (6umpuna 30). 




Axinyxa-axiyxem 3a xiupo c U3o6pa>KeHue ua 
C6. AuMumbp, XIII 6ex. Oxo6o, Bexuxo T~bpuo6o. 

Pilgrim's ampulla- amulet for Myrrh, with St. Deme- 
trius, 13 th century. Lead, Veliko Turnovo. 

Medaxbou c u3o6p avenue na apxanzex Muxaux, XIII — 
XIV 6ex. Bpou3, I^ape6eu p BexuKO TT>puo6o. 

Medallion with Archangel Michael, 13 th — W h cen- 
turies. Bronze, Tsarevets, Veliko Turnovo. 

BtirpercH npe3 XIV b. H3noA3BaHero Ha Ka- 
MCHHa riAacTHKa b irbpKOBHHTe crpaAH HaMaA/raa u 
OTCTbnBa MiicTO Ha a^Pboto m Ai>pBope36aTa, i<aMe- 
HOAeACTBOTO u o6pa6oTBaHeTO Ha MpaMop u Bapo- 
bmk ce 3ana3Ba b crpaAOCTpoMTeACTBOTO b roAeMUTe 
rpaACKM ijempoBe. Or CTOAwuaTa TbpHOBo npon 3am- 

3aT CACMCHTM OT BCAHKOACnHa CKVAIITypHa KOMTIO- 
3V1UM5L, BCpOHTHO OT H5IKOW OT MaHaCTVipVlTC H'A XbA- 

Ma CBCTa ropa (iiodiiyxt XX). Ot cpeAHOBeKOBHMji 
rpaA HepBeH e MpaMopHHaT cla ot invpKBa No 10, 
Kaicro w eAMHCTBCHMTe hm nomarnu pncyBaHn icop- 
HH3M ot to3m nepwoA, (noduyu XXII). PeAe^tT ot 
naTpoHHa Hwma c H3o6pa>KCHwe Ha Cb. EoropoAnua 
npow3AM3a ot c. CAaBoeoo, MBaMAOBrpaACKO (cpeuff 
noduyu XVIII). BoraTaTa B-bHuma yrcpaca Ha cpeAHo- 



the objects that have come to us in good shape, 
most impressive are the earliest wood-carvings 
from the Bulgarian lands. The gate from the 
church of Saint Nikola Bolnichki in Ohrid was 
composed of panels, some of them worked out in 
the end of the 12^ century. The others date from 
the first half of the 14^ century, when the church 
was built up (platform XXV). The gate from the 
church of Rila monastery was commissioned by 
protosebastos Stefan Hrelio Dragovol between 
1335 — 1340, is a remarkable monument of the 
medieval Bulgarian artistry (platform XXVII). 
Striking is the exquisiteness of the forms and the 
interlacing, as well as the precise way in which 
the decorative fields were arranged. Protosebastos 



■ muni. 




Cmox om u&pnoSen ped, XIV Sen. Aopfio, om uppicSama, 
nocmpoena no Soxsima na xecapx. Cmefian Xpext>o 
ApazoSox 6 Puxctcua xiauacmup. 

Chair from Church Seat Row, 14 th century. Wood, Rila 
monastery. 

Stefan Hrelio' s throne and the chair from a 
church seat row are two other monuments from 
the early church in the Rila monastery that can be 
seen in the exhibition (platforms XXIV, XXVIII). 
The miniature metal plasties with Christian motifs 
are numerous (showcase 30). 

In the 14 th century the stone plastics in the 

church decoration decreased in usage and yiel- 
ded to wood and wood-carving. In the big cities 7 
however, various stone, marble and limestone 
masonry techniques continued to be applied in 
construction. The elements of a magnificent 

sculptural composition are from Veliko Turnovo, 

most probably from some of the monasteries on 
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bckobhwtc LppKDw ce AonBABa ot cTeHonncw, o6xBa- 

IIjaiUM M3IJ5IAO CTeHMTe MM. R eKCn03l4HW.HTa MoraT 

Aa ce TMAfir CTeHonwcH ot CKHTa „Cb. MapuHa" b 
KapAyKono (na cnwHcima, cpeu^y flumpwta 30) w ot 
irhpKBaTa Ha 3eMeHCKHii Maiiacirip (na cmenama, 
6dxcno om noduyu XXVIII). 




AnxuKaiaiK c U3o6pcuKenue na apxantex, XIV Sex. 
Medna cnxa6, cpcdno6eKo6en tpad Hep6eu (npu c. Hep- 
Gen, PycencKo). 

Applique with Archangel, century, Copper alloy, 
medieval town of Cherven (Cherven village, Rousse 
district). 




Cud, XIV Sck. MpaMOp, cpednoSeKoGnuxm zpad HepGeu 
{npu c. Hap6eu, Pyceucxo). 

Vessel, 14* century. Marble, medieval town of Cherven 
(Cherven village, Rousse district). 



OcMaHCKOTO HamecTBue Ha BaAi<aHMTe ot bto- 
paTa noAOBHHa Ha XIV b. npoMeHfl h3hjiao noAw- 

TMHeCKHH, o6lIjeCTBeHO-MKOHOMH4eCKH>I M KyATyp- 
HM-3 >KHBOT Ha S'bArapMTe. 3HaHMTeAeH 6pofi OT 

GAecT^iiHH npow3BeAeHHH, CB3AaAeHH no BpeMeTo 
Ha GijArapcKOTO cpeAHOBeKOBne, ca pa3rpa6eHH, a 
Apyrw yHMiuo>KCHM . 3a 6am3o ner Bei<a pa3BHTweTo 
Ha 6"bArapcKOTO o6inecrBO ce nofrumaSa u koh- 
(ppoHmupa c 4y>i<AM Ha CBeToyceiuaHeTo My kva- 
TypHH M A^P>KaBHM TpaAwirnt4. H.Yl. 



Sveta gora hill (platform XX) . The marble vessel 
and the only known to us cornices with drawn 
decoration of the same period originate from 
church No. 10 of the medieval town of Cherven 
(platform XXII). The relief with the Virgin's 




Kopnu3 c pucyGaua yxpaca, XIII— XIV 6eK. BapotfuK, 
lybpKSa Nq 5 6 uumadexama na cpedHo6eKo6uim zpad 
Hep6eu. 

Cornice with V ainted Decoration, 13^ — 14ft 1 centuries, 
limestone, church No. 5 in the citadel of the medieval 
town of Cherven. 

image is from the patron-saint niche in the 
church of Slavoevo village, Ivailovgrad district 
(opposite the platform XVIII). The rich outside 
decoration of the medieval churches was com- 
pleted with paintings, covering the entire walls. 
Frescos from the skiti (rock hermit cells) of 
Saint Marina in Karlukovo (on the wall, left of 
platform XXVIII) and the church in the Zemen 
monastery are displayed in the exhibition (on 
the wall, right of platform XXVIII). 

In the second half of the 14^ century the 
Ottoman invasion in the Balkans completely 
changed the political, social, economic and cul- 
tural life of the Bulgarians. Considerable num- 
ber of the splendid works, that had been crea- 
ted in Medieval Bulgaria perished. For almost 
five centuries the development of the society was 
subjected to and confronted with cultural and 
state traditions, alien to the Bulgarian outlook 
on life. LP. 
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Bpama ua ip>pK6ama „C6. Huuoxa Eoxuuhku", m>p6a noxo&uua ua XIV 6eu. J^bp6opai6a 1 Oxpud. 
Gate of Saint Nikola Bolnichki Church, 1 st half of 14fb century. Wood-carving, Ohrid. 
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AeJTLT OT eKCn03HUHHTa Ha HaUHOHaJIHHH HCTOpHHeC- 
kh My3eii, nocBeTeH Ha ocMaHCKOTO BjiaAnnecTBO 
U3.JX 6i>jirapCKHTe 3eMH, e pa3nojio»ceH b 3ajia 4 b crpa- 
jxara. Ha My3ea. B ueHTbpa h e npe#CTaBeH chhh ot Haii- 
paHHHTe npenHCH ot Hctopha cjiaBHHoGojirapcKaa Ha 
OTeu FlaHCHH XHJieH^apCKH - chmboji Ha cuhhctboto 
Ha 6T>jirapHTe npe3 neTTe Beica Ha nymjio eTHHHecieo h 
BepcKO rocnoACTBo Ha^ tax (eumpuna 1). 

B cpe^aTa Ha XIV bck pa3noicbcaHHTe 6ajiKaHCKH 
^T>p»caBH ca ncwioHceHH Ha moiuhoto HamecTBHe Ha 

aOUIJIHTe OT A3HH OCMHHCKH TypuH. Bo^eHH OT HflenTa 

3a „CBemeHa BOHHa", Te crbnBaT TpaiiHO Ha EajiicaHHTe. 

Ilpe3 1393 r. TypuHTe o6ca»caaT BejiHKO TbpHOBO, cto- 
jiHuaTa Ha IIlHuiMaHOBOTo uapcTBO. Cjie^ Tpn Meceua Ha 
repoHHHa OTGpaHa ipa^m na,aa. 3aBoeBaTejiHHTe Ha6e3H 
Ha HauiecTBeHHUHTe ca 6ejiH3aHH ot pa3pymeHHfl h cmt>pt. 
Te3H, kohto ce npoTHBonocTaBHT, ca cypoBO Haica3aHH, 
rpaziOBe, cejia h KpenocTH ca iuiflHKOcaHH h o6e3JiK)#eHH. 

CeBacT Oth5ih, 3amHTHHK Ha 6i>JirapcKaTa TBtp^H- 
Ha ypBHH, hh e ocTaBHji CBH^eTencTBO 3a cnojieTejiHTe 
hh TparHHHH ct>a6hhh: 

„A3, ceeacm* OannH, 6mx kc0qa um * * npu uap 
UluuiMan u Mnoeo 3Jio namux. / 

B moea epejue mypuume eofoeaxa. A3 di>pOtcax 3a 
IIIuiuMana uapn. " 

(na cmenama nped 3ajiama) 

Ha 25 cenTeMBpH 1396 r. no/j CTeHHTe Ha rpaa Hhko- 
noji CTaBa peuiHTejiHa b HauiaTa HCTopua 6HTKa. B pe3yji- 
TaT ot noGe^aTa Ha cyjiTaH Eafl3H£ I Hajt oGe^HHeHHTe 

KpT>CTOHOCHH CHJ1H, 

npe^BO»waHH ot yHrap- 

CKHH KpaJl CHTH3MyHA, 

b ocMaHCKO BJia^eHHe 
na#a h nocjie^HaTa n~e- 
3aBHCHMa 6i>jirapCKa 
TepHTopwa - Bhahh- 
ckoto uapcTBO Ha uap 
HBaH CpauiiMHp. 

OcMaHCKOTO 3aBoe 
bohhc npoivieHH 06- 

meCTBeHO-HKOHOMH- 

necKHH, nojiHTH^ecKHfl 

H KyjITypHHH 2KHBOT Ha 

6i>jirapHTe. Mpe3 Hajia- 
raHeTO Ha HCJiHMa 3a 
rocno^CTBama pejiwrwa 

no G^JirapcKHTe 3Qmu 

{eumpuna 2), ocmsh" 

CKHTe TypuH H3TjiacKBaT 3aBapeHHTe xphcthhhckh Tpa^H- 
uhh h KyjiTypHH jiocTH>KeHHH. lojiHMaTa MacT ot GiaJirapH- 
Te ca npeBi>pHaTH b noaBjiacraa pan c MHoro ^ciat^ji^kchmh 
h c MajiKO npaBa. Ochobhhht hm iiommhi>k ca OBueBT>£CT- 
boto h 3eMe^ejiHeTO. Ochobhoto npoH3BOziCTBeHO cpen- 
ctbo - 3eMHTa, e o6aBeHa 3a jrbpacaBHa co6ctb6hoct. Bi>p- 
xy nacT ot npuxoOTTe ot Hea ca cMjjafleHH pa3JiHHHH no 




Bi>jirapcKM cenflHH, 1586 r., MWHwaTtopa Ha X. Bck. 
Bulgarian Peasants, 1586., miniature by H. Beck. 



A£ he part of the exhibition related to the Ottoman rule 
*^ in the Bulgarian lands occupies Hall No. 4 in the 
National Museum of History. In the central showcase 
one of the earliest copies of Istoriya Slavenobolgarskaya 
(Slavo-Bulgarian History) of Paissii Hilendarski is dis- 
played. This humble book is a symbol of the Bulgarian 
spirit and self-determination during five centuries of fo- 
reign ethnic and religious domination (showcase 7). 

In the middle of the fourteenth century the disunited 
Balkan states were exposed to the mighty invasion of the 
Ottoman Turks from Asia. Led by the idea of „the holy 
war" they advanced to the Balkans, taking advantage of 
the disagreements among the Balkan rulers. 

In 1393 the Ottoman Turks laid siege of Veliko 
Turnovo, the capital city of Tsar Shishman's Kingdom. 
After three months of resistance, the Bulgarian capital 
fell. The invaders' devastating raids were marked by total 
destruction. Those who opposed were severely punished, 
towns, villages and fortresses defeated and plundered. 

Sevast Ognian, the defender of the Urvich strong- 
hold, left us a stone inscription about the tragic events 
that had overcome the country. 

„/, sevast* Ognian, was a kefaliya** in the time of 
Tsar Shishman and suffered much evil. 

At that time the Turks were at war. I took the side of 
Shishman the Tsar. " 

(on the wall to the left of the hall door) 

1396 was fatal to the Bulgarian Kingdom. The decisive 
battle was fought at the walls of Nikopol on September, 25. 

The Turks, under the 
command of Sultan 
Bayazid the Lightning 
smashed the united 
forces of the Crusaders, 
led by the Hungarian 
King Sigismund. As a 
result the Vidin 
Kingdom of Ivan 
Sratsimir - the last inde- 
pendent Bulgarian terri- 
tory, fell in Turkish 

hands. 

The Ottoman con- 
quest had a tremen- 
dous impact on the 
states in Central and 
Western Europe. In 

Bulgaria it destroyed 

the state and the church institutions and completely 

changed the social, economic, political and cultural life 
of the Bulgarians. The Ottoman Turks tried to enforce 
Islam on the defeated population and turn its doctrine 
into a dominating religion, thus ousting the established 
Christian traditions and achievements of culture. Islam 
was alien to the people and entirely different from their 



ApHCTOKpaTHMHa THTJia 

** YnpaBHTeji Ha npOBHHUHH 



Aristocratic title 
* * Province g overnor 
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pa3Mep Qjiy7&e6nn BjiaA^Hua - THMapn, pa3AaBa™ npe- 
Ahmho Ha npeACTaBHTejiH Ha bohhckoto cbCjiOBHe. rioKO- 

peHMTe 6^»jirapcKM cdtSEHH Bjia,n,eHT HacucflCTBeiiH hmoth, 

komto ca TexHH 6auiHHMM. Ocbch TOBa tc o6pa6oTBaT, 6C3 

A& 6iflaT co6cTBeHWTrw 7 
THMapHTe na MeCTHHTe 

cnaxHH. flaHtHHTe, 
kohto njianjaT, ce no- 
jxesiwi mcmjsy irbpaca- 
BaTa h jieHHHH Bjia^e- 

tcji. Oco6cho rOJlCMH" 

Te npHXOAOH3TOHHHHH ? 

EaKMWSQ ca tpaAoseTe 

C TeXHHTe COJIHHHH, 
py^HHiiH, npwcTaHW- 

ma, na3apHH TaKCH h 

MHTa, Ca BKJTIOHeHH B 

ctCTasa npenHMHo Ha 




Mauia KpaTyHKa, irbpsa iiojiOBMMa 
Ha YVI b. 7 cpeSpo c MacTMMHa 

no3JiaTa, HnnpOBCKa 3JiaTapCKa 
uiKoiia . 

Cup, Gourd-shaped, 1st half of 

16th cent, silver, partial gilding, 

Chinrovtsi goldsmithery school. 



Han-enpHTe no3eMJieHH BjianeHHfl - cyjuaHCKHTe xacoBe. 

OcMaHCKaTa MMnepwa, ocHOBajTa 

ctmecTByBaHeTo h pa3BHTHeTo ch Ha 

noMTH HenpeicbCHaTH 3aBoeBaTejiHH no- 
xoaw 7 ce Hyagjae HenpecTaHHO ox rrapw n 
OT optacMe. nopa^M TOBa mgcthhht iwe- 

TajiOAoOHB AoOuBa ocoOeHa 3Haw.HMocT. 
npe3 nijpBHTe ABa BeKa ot ocMaHCKOTO 
BJia^MiiecTBo, BajiKaHMTe CTasaT ocho- 
B©H H3T0HHHK Ha CpeOpO H 3KeJWI30. IlO 

6i>jirapcKHTe 3Cmm ce pa3BHBaT 3Ha^H- 
TejiHH pyAapcKO-MeTajiyprwMHH u,eH- 
Tpoee 7 ot komto Haw-npo^yT e rpaA Ca- 

MOKOB. 3a ASHHOCTTa Ha MeCTHHTe Me- 
TaJIOAOCHBHHl^H CBH^eTeJlCTBaT AOCTHT- 

HajiHTe no HauiH ahh ocTaHKH ot MeTa- 
jryprmHH CbopijJKCHHa {noduyM 1). 

AKTHBH3npaT ce h MeTajioo6pa6oT- 
BamuTe 'laHaflTH, kohto npoH3Be)KAaT 
rjiaBHO 3a nyjKimTG Ha BiirpeuiHHa na3ap. OcfropiviaT ce 
iieHTpoBe 3a cneuH^Hraa npo,n;yKiiiM, HanpnMep njia- 

HHHCKHAT rpaACU, *lHnpOBIIH RO&UB2L TOJIflMa H3B8CT- 
HOCT CbC 3JiaTapCKHTe CH H3ACJ1HA - H/tpKOBHa yTBap H 

HaKHTH [eumpuua 4), kohto 3aAOBOJHiBaT He caMo mcct- 
hh nOTpc^HOcra, ho ce pasnpocTpaHABaT naK ao BeHe- 

HMfl h ao U,eHTpajiHa Espona. 

B pc3yjiTaT ot pacTcma Ha rpanoBCTC npe3 XVI bck 

H OT pa3HIHpeHMeTO Ha 3aHaflTMHHCKOTO npOH3BOACTBO 

ce pa3BHBa h ti> p ro b hat a • Ta e ci^cpeAOTO^eHa npcAHM- 
ho b fy&qere Ha apMenirn, eBpen h AyopoBHHqaHH. 

Ome npe3 XV bck rpaA ZlySpOBHHK nojiy^aBa ot cyji- 
TaHa oco6eHH npHBHjieniH 3a TbproBHJi Ha BajiKaHMTe, 
otkwto ce H3Hac5iT npeAHMHO cejiCKOCTonaHCKH npo- 

AyKTM. Bl>JirapCKMTe 3eMH nOA^T>P«aT BMIHHOTbprOB- 

ckh Bpt3KH h c BjiH3KMfl H3TOK, BeHeuMfl, nojmia, YHra- 

pHfl, OTKtAeTO Ce BHaCflT H5IKOH JTVKC03HH CTOKH - CTtK- 

jieHH h 4>aflHC0BH H3AejiHfl, HaKHTH h Ap. (eumpuua 3). 

BT>npeKM }KMTeMCKMTe Teacecra, noHacaHH ot 6T>jira- 
pHTe b OcMaHCKaTa HMnepnji, ^chbotbt npoAtJi^aBa. Ha 
TpaAHUHOHHHTe ch npa3HHijH Te ce BecejiflT, oGjinnaT ce c 
KpacHBH, cneunajiHo GpoAHpaHH npa3HHHHH Apexn, hocht 



Tac, BTOpa nojiOBHHa Ha XVI b., 
cpe6po, ^anpoBCKa 3JiaTapcKa 
uiKOJia. 

Basin, 2nd half of 16th cent., silver, 
Chiprovtsi goldsmithery school. 



beliefs and practices. The Holy book (the Koran) of the 
Muslims and several objects connected with the Islamic 
cult are also displayed (showcase 2). 

The Bulgarians were totally deprived of civil and 
political rights. In fact they became ray a, a social cate- 
gory of numerous obligations and few rights. The agri- 
culture and sheep-breeding remained the main occupa- 
tions of the Bulgarian people. The land, being the basic 
means of production, became state property. Parts of the 
revenues of the state were set aside for the representatives 
mainly of the Ottoman military and formed the timars, 
official estates of different sizes. 

The subject Bulgarian peasants owned only patri- 
monies. They also cultivated the land of the timar-holders, 
spahl The numerous taxes they had to pay went partly to 
the central authorities and partly to the local spahi. Towns, 
salt-pits, mines, harbors, market taxes and duties were 
included into the largest revenue sources, the sultan hasses. 
The expansion of the Ottoman empire was carried out 
through almost unbroken war campaigns 
and the sultan was in constant need of 
money and weapons. In the context of 
those needs the local metallurgy attained 
great importance. The first two centuries 
of the Ottoman rule turned the Balkans 
into the major source of silver and iron 
for the empire. Significant ore-mining and 
metallurgy centers developed in the 
Bulgarian lands. Among them Samokov 
was the most famous. The remains of 
metallurgical works in the town give a 
good idea of the local metal-producers' 
activities in the past (platform I). 

Ironware crafts which satisfied 
mostly the needs of the home market 
became active. Centers for specific 
metal work appeared. One of them, Chi- 
provets, gained great popularity with its goldsmithery. 
The jewelry and 
the church plate 
produced by the 
Chiprovets gold- 
smiths (showcase 
4), answered not 
only the local 
necessities but 
were also exported 
to Venetia and 
Central Europe. 

The develop- 
ment of the towns 
and the crafts du- 
ring the sixteenth 
century resulted in 
visible trade 
expansion. The 
trade was concen- 
trated mainly in the hands of Armenian, Jewish and 
Dubrovnik merchants. 




^HHHfl (piatta da pompa), okojio 
1570 r., (J)aaHC, npoH3Be,aeHa bt>b 
BeHeuHa, ot o-b Cb. HBaH npn 
Co3onoji. 

Plate (piatta da pompa), about 1570, 
faience, made in Venetia, Sveti Ivan 
island near Sozopol. 
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IlpoHejiHHK, Hanajio Ha XVII b., cpe6po, no3JiaTa, hbcthh erbium, ^wnpOBCKa 
3JiaTapCKa iiiKOJia, BpanaHCKO. 

Prochelnik, diadem, beginning of 17th cent., silver, gilding, color glass, Chiprovtsi 
goldsmithery school, Vratsa region. 




EixJirapcKM cejiaHKH, 1586 r., MHHHaTiopa Ha X. Bex. 
Bulgarian Peasant Women, 1586, miniature by H. Beck. 



HKOHa „Cb. TeoprH" c jkhthhhh cijeHH, XVII b., 
AtpBO, TeMnepa, jorcmnanHH 6tJirapcKH 3eMH. 
Icon with St. George and Life scenes, 17th cent., 
wood, tempera, Southwestern Bulgarian lands. 




3orpa(J)CKH MaHacTHp, maMna ot 1 836 r. 
Zograph Monastery, stamp, 1 836. 
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HaH-6oraTHTe ch HaKHTH (eumpuna 5 u noduyM 3). ITpa3- 
hhk'bt o6ane CKopo oraiyMflBa. H othobo HenocHjiHHflT 

TpV/J, H3Bl>HpeAHHTe ^aH-bUH H 3JIOHHHCTBaTa Ha TypcKH- 

Te rocno^apH Gejre^aT e^ce^HeBHeTO Ha G^jirapHTe. 

KoraTO >khbo- 
TbT hm CTaBa He- 
rbpnHM, b cbpuaTa 
hm oacHBHBa cnoMe- 
ht>t 3a 3ary6eHaTa 
He3aBHCHMOCT. To- 
raBa njiaMBaT bt>c- 
TaHHHTa. IlaMeTHH 
ocTaBaT ro^HHHTe 
1598, 1686, 1688, 
1689. ToraBa Hace- 
jieHHeTO Ha Tbp- 

HOBCKO, ^HnpOBCKO 
H KyMaHOBCKO 

rpa6Ba opi>}KiieTO 
(eumpuna 6). Cjiqjx 
KpaTKaTa pa^ocT ot 
e^Ba BKyceHaTa 
CBoGoAa o6ane, nj\- 
bsl ropHHjncaTa ot norpoMa. Xmiimn h36hth, jxqcqtku xh- 
jwjxu npoKy^eHH ot po^HHaTa, 3ajiHneHH cejiHma - TOBa e 
paBHOCMeTKaTa ot Ta3H paHO npoflBeHa bojia 3a CBoGoaa. 
Tpa6Ba ,aa MHHaT ome uejiH ^Ba Beica, 3a m MoraT kmho- 
BeTe Ha cbxpaHeHOTO h K&nflBaHO b 6htkhtc 6"bJirapcKO ca- 
Mocb3HaHHe aa ^a^aT cboh njio#. H.M., Lf.P. 

3ana3BaHeTO Ha npaeocjiaBHaTa m>pKBa KaTO Tpa^n- 
UHOHHa jiyxoBHa hhcthtyuhh npe3 nepnoxia Ha oc- 
MaHCKOTO BjiaziHHecTBO e nacT ot roji»MaTa 6op6a Ha 
6i>jirapHTe 3a HapojiHOCTHO ouejuiBaHe. 



Tac, BTOpa nojiOBHHa Ha XVI b., 
cpe6po c no3JiaTa, ^anpoBCica 
3JiaTapcKa uiKOJia. 

Basin, 2nd half of 16th cent., silver, 
gilding, Chiprovtsi goldsmithery 
school. 




■ ■■■■ \m»t* r TBT OTO 

CreHonnc „Xopo", 1649 r., irtpKBa „Po)K#ecTBO XpiicTOBO", 
c. Ap6aHacH. 

Fresco Horo, 1 649, Christ's Nativity church, Arbanassi village. 

LJeHTpoBe Ha T33H 6op6a CTaBaT MaHacTHpHTe h ubp- 
KBHTe, Bt3po,aeHH cjie^ 3aBoeBaimeTO, OTHanajio b 3anaa- 
Ha Bi»jirapHfl - b Phjickma MaHacTHp, Co(})Hfl h Coq^hmcko, 
a no-Ki>CHO b TbpHOBo h pafioHa My, b EanieoBo h ^pyra^e. 

ripeHacflHeTO Ha MomHTe Ha frbJirapcKHfl CBeTeu 
IiBaH Phjickh ot HflKorauiHHfl CTaponpecTOJien TtpHOB- 
rpa,a b Phjickhh MaHacTHp npe3 1469 r. noB^Hra bhcoko 
Ayxa Ha dtJirapHTe ome b ni>pBHTe fleceTHjieTHH cjieA 




Even in the fifteenth century the Sultan granted the 
city of Dubrovnik some commercial privileges thus 
encouraging the merchants' trading in the Balkan lands 
of the empire, the agricultural products being the main 
export goods. The Bulgarian lands maintained trade rela- 
tions with the Near East, Venice, Poland, Hungary, from 
where chiefly luxury goods such as glass, faience and jew- 
elry were imported (showcase 3). 

The Bulgarians strived to resist and overcome the 
hardships, to preserve their customs and to create. On 
traditional holidays the women used to dress in beauti- 
fully embroidered clothes and to wear expensive jewels 
(showcase 5). Everyone participated in the traditional 
revelries thus preserving their ethnic identity (wall-pain- 
tings, platform III). But soon the hardships of everyday 
life came back with the hard toil, excessive taxes and 
unbearable sufferings from the Turkish masters. 

Yet, the mode 
of life, the Christian 
faith and the me- 
mory of the past 
glory of the Bulga- 
rian Kingdom hel- 
ped the people sur- 
vive and oppose the 
foreign rule. The 
uprisings of 1598, 
1686, 1688 and 
1689 marked the 
armed struggle of 
the population of 
Turnovo, the Chip- 
rovtsi and Kuma- 
novo regions, who 
rose against the 
oppressors (showcase 6). The sweet freedom, however, 
did not last long. Soon came the day of reckoning - 
thousands of killed and banished from home, whole vil- 
lages razed to the ground. Almost two more centuries 
would pass for the germs of the Bulgarian resistance to 
bear fruit. N.M., Tz.R. 

he preservation of the Orthodox Church as a tradi- 
tional spiritual institution during the Ottoman rule 

was part of the struggle of the Bulgarian people for 

national survival. 

Centers of that struggle became the monasteries, that 
had survived the invasion, first in Western Bulgaria - the 
Rila monastery, Sofia and the region, and later in 
Turnovo, Bachkovo etc. 

In 1469 the greatest Bulgarian Saint Ivan Rilski's 
relics were transferred from the former capital of Veliko 
Turnovo to the Rila monastery. The event uplifted the 
spirit of the Bulgarians in the first decades after the poli- 
tical independence had been lost. A number of contem- 
poraries such as the great writer and man of letters 
Vladislav Gramatik left us an account of the event. It was 
also perpetuated in a fresco from the main church of the 
Rila monastery (on the southern wall of the hall). 



Hhhha (TaGaic), okojio 1590 r., (J)aaiic, 
npoH3Be^eHa b rp. M3hhk, 
ot o-b Cb. HBaH npa Co3onoji. 
Plate (tabak), about 1590, faience, 
made in Iznik, Sveti Ivan island near 
Sozopol. 




HanpecTOJieH KptCT, 

1648 r., cpc6po c 
no3JiaTa, zrjbpBOpe36a, 
KopajiH, MancTop 
Kacnap ot rp. Cap. 
Throne Cross, 1648, 
silver, gilding, wood 
carving, corals, master 
Kaspar from Seres. 



3ary6aTa Ha nojiHTHnecKaTa hm HesaBHCHMocT. ToBa ct- 
6hthg, oriHcaHO ot pe^HHa cbBpeMeHHHim, cpe# kohto 

h rojieMMa nwcaTeji w khm3kob- 
hmk BjianMCJiaB rpaiviaTMK, e yBe- 
KOBetieHO b CTeHonnc, 3orpa(jm- 
caH b rjiaBHaia m>pKBa Ha Pmji- 
CKHfl MaHacTHp (ua cmeuama, 

e wdKHun Kpaii ua 3a/iama), 

MHO»:ecTBO SoropeBHHBM 
6-feJirapH nonpuHacHT c napHTe h 
Tpy/ta cm 3a Bb3ciaHOBflBaHeTo 

Ha Cpe,I],HOBCKOBHHTe MaHacTHpn 
H LJtpKBH, 3a CTpOM TeJICTBOlO «a 

hobh, 3a thxhoto 3orpa(J)HCBaHe 

w M3nM8aHe c Heo6xo,ziMMaTa 3a 
Gorocjiy^KeHweTO yTBap. Cpe,n, 

T»X Ca H KTHTOpHTC, o6j[apHJTH 

CTpoe^ca Ha iitpKBaTa „Cb. Teo- 
nop Thpoh h Cb. Teonop Crpa- 

THjiaT" b c. /],o6T3pcKO, EnaroeB- 
rpaACKO. TpynoBHHT hm nopTpeT 
npeziCTaBfl niaBHHH kthtop Xa- 

CHJI H CHHOBCTe My, KOHTO .ZTbp- 
7K&T B pTsHCTe CH MOUCJia Ha H"bp~ 

KBaTa. Th e CKpoMHa no o6eivi, 
noKpHTa c ^BycKaTeH iioicpHB, kskbhto 

ca BnponeM utpKBHTe, pa3pemeHH 3a 
ctpook ot Bjiacrra b m^pBHTC bckobc 
Ha ociviaHCKOTo BjiaziHMecTBO (ua cme- 
uama, 8AM60 om GiimpiiHa 8). 

ZlapHTejiCKH HazjnncH hocat h 
mhoto ot KpacHBHTe htjPkobhh yTBa- 
pH. Cpen thx ca ohhh ot HaH-npencra- 

BMTCJ1HMTC U"bpKOBHH npcmVICTH - 
Kp"bCTOBCTe, MCTHHCKH HiejIhOBpH Ha 
3JiaTapCKOTO H3KyCTBO H MHHHaTIOp" 

HaTa n;TjpBope36a. H3o6pa36HHT6 no 

TAX npa3HHHHH H P©JIHrH03HH CIjeHH Ca 

3a6ejiemHTejniH nocTH>KeHHH Ha 6"bJi- 
rapcKHA TBopeii b KOMno3npaHeTO h 
Mo^ejinpaHeTO Ha odpa3HTe (eumpunu 
7, 9, 10, 11). 

Ot HazinncHTe, H3BC3aHH B^pxy 

HT>pKOBHHTe TLKSHH, Te3H H3KJHOHHTeJI- 
HO Clj]CKTHW, pHUKO KpaCMBM UbpKOBHH 

BeuiH, CTaBaT h3bccthh HMeHaTa Ha 

KTHTOpH H MaHCTOpH. EnHTpaXHJI'bT OT 

1533 r., BenHKOJienen oOpaseu Ha nocr- 
BH3aHTHHCKaTa Be36a Ha EajiKaHHTe, e 
H3pa6oTeH no nopi>Ka Ha CHHa Ha HoBe npoTonpe3BHTep 
h ^,apeH Ha KOBnera c mouihtc Ha Cb. Kpaji b MaHacTHpa 

b AeqaHH (eumpuua 10). MaRcTop Heo(J)HT e TBopeutT Ha 

H3B63aHHH C (})HHeC H H3flIITeCTBO OMO(J)Op Ha MHTponO" 

jiht Teo(J)aH (eumpuna 9). 

Cpe# ijT>pKOBHHTe yTBapH ce OTicpoaBaT etc cneiiH- 
4>h^hh« no*tepic Ha TexHHTe ct3aaTejiH TBOp6HTe Ha mm- 
poBCKHTe 3JiaTapH. TBopnecKHHT hm penepToap BKjiiOHBa 
pa3Hoo6pa3HH npe^MeTH: KptCTa, H3pa6oTeH ot MaficTO- 
pHTe HHKOJia h riajia (eumpuna 10), o6KOBa Ha Hepe- 




A great many pious Bulgarians contributed in money 
and labor to the restoration of the Medieval monasteries 
and churches and to the building of new ones, to the pain- 
ting of their walls and provi- 
ding the necessary church 
plate. Among them were se- 
veral donors who gave the 
money for the construction of 
the church of Saints Theodore 
Thyrone and Theodore 
Stratilates in the Dobursko vil- 
lage, Blagoevgrad district. A 
group portrait represents the 

major donor Hassia and his 

sons, presenting the model of 
the church. It is of a humble 

size and a double-sloped roof, 
a rather small church as were 
all the churches permitted for 
reconstruction by the autho- 
rities in the first centuries of 
the Ottoman rule (on the wall, 
left of showcase 7). 

Many of the beautiful 
church objects bear donors' 

inscriptions. 
Among the 
most repre- 
sen tative 
ones are the 
crosses - 
genuine 




^apoxpaHMTejiHMua, 1626 r., cpeSpo 
c no3JiaTa, eMaiiJi h pasHOUBeTHH 
KarviMH, HnnpOBOKa 3JiaTapcKa 
LQKOJia, fleqaHCKH MaHacTHp. 
Pyx, 1626, Silver, gilding, enamel, 
colour stones, Chiprovtsi goldsmi- 
thery school, Dechan monastery. 



OMO(J)op, 1612 r., Konpmta, 
CLpMa, 6ncepH, MaflcTop 
Heo(})MT, K)ro3ananHH 
6i>JirapcKM 3eMM. 
Omophorion, 1612, silk, 
goldlace, pearls, master 
Neophyte, Southwestern 
Bulgarian lands. 

masterpieces of goldsmithery and minia- 
ture woodcarving. The festive and reli- 
gious scenes depicted on them, are 
remarkable achievements of the Bulgarian 
artists in composing and shaping of the 
images (showcases 7, 9, 10, 11). 

The inscriptions, embroidered on the 
church vestments, these extremely beau- 
tiful and impressive ceremonial articles, 
reveal the names of unknown donors and 
masters. The stole from 1533, a wonder- 
ful example of post-Byzantine embroi- 
dery in the Balkans, was commissioned 
by Archpriest Yove's son and then dona- 
ted to the Dechani monastery for the reli- 
quary, containing Saint Krai's relics 
(showcase 10). Master Neophyte made 
the omophorion, embroidered with fine taste and exquisite- 
ness for Metropolitan Teophan (showcase 9). 

The works of the Chiprovtsi goldsmiths stand out 
from the church plates with their specific style. Of their 
creative repertoire we exhibit various items: a throne 
cross, made by masters Nikola and Pala (showcase 10), 
the repoussee cover of the Cherepish Gospel (showcase 
10), the reliquary from Vratsa (showcase 7), the crosier of 
Metropolitan Gavrail from Turnovo, made by the gold- 
smiths Nikola and Kostadin (showcase 9), the chalice 
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Pimmm, 1592 r., cpe6po c no3JiaTa, eisiaHji, K)ro3ana^HH 

6l>JirapCKH 3CMH. 

Rhipides, 1592, silver, gilding, enamel, Southwestern 
Bulgarian lands. 



rmiiiKOTO eBaHrejine (eumpuua 10), MomexpaHHTejiHHua- 
Ta ot Bpana (eumpuua 7), »ce3i>jia Ha tt>phobckha mht- 
ponojiHT TaBpHHji, H3pa6oTeH ot 3JiaTapnTe Hnicojia h 
KocTa^HH (eumpuua 
9), noTHpa c o6pa3a 
Ha Cb. HBaH Phjickh 
(eumpuua 7), KaH/iH- 
jia, TacoBe h £pyrH. 
Bi>pxy MHoro ot tax 

HHnpOBCKHTe MaH- 
CTOpH OCTaBflT Ha^- 
nHCH, B KOHTO CT>o6~ 

uiaBaT HMeHaTa ch h 
HaHMeHOBaHHeTO Ha 

PO^HOTO CH MflCTO - 

MnnpoBiiH: „OKoea 
ce cun dyuiecnacu- 
me/iHa Kuuaa om 
juaucmopu HuKOJia 
u IJaAa om Mecmo 
Kunpoeuu..." - rnacn 
Ha^nHCtT no o6icoBa 
Ha HepennuiKOTO eBaHrejme. 

MMeHaTa Ha MHoro ckpomhh jiiOAe, ^apHTejin Ha 
rj,T>pKBHTe, ca H3nncaHH b cahh ot HHTepecHHTe naMeTHH- 
uh Ha enoxaTa - noMeHHirHre. 0(})opMeHH KaTO TpwnTHX, 

C H3flIUHO H3m>JlHeHa 5KHBO- 

nnc, noMeHHHHTe ca CBM^e- 
TejiCTBa 3a cHJiHaTa npHBi>p- 
3aHOCT Ha 6T>jirapHHa kt»m 
po,a h Bflpa (eumpuua 8). 
B nepnozia Ha ocrviaHCKO- 

TO BJia^HHeCTBO HKOHtlTU, 
KaTO CHMBOJ1 Ha XpHCTHflH- 

CKaTa Bflpa, H3m>jiHflBa oco- 
6eHa pojifl. Cpejj hakojikoto 

o6pa3HM OT MKOHOnMCHHTe 

u,eHTpoBe ot OHOBa Bpeivie, 
Bne^aTjiflBa H3fliu,HaTa TBop- 
6a Ha HeiiHJiKO 3orpa$ 

„CTapo3aBeTHa TpoHua" ot 
1598 r. ToBa e irbpsaxa mko- 
Ha, KOflTO HOCH HM9T0 Ha aB- 
Topa cm - W3pa3 Ha bhcoko 
TBopnecico caMonyBCTBHe 
(na natiena do eumpuua 10). 
3a ntpBH ntT b eiccnosH- 
HwaTa Ha HUM ce noKa3BaT jiBe hobm mkohh: „Cb. Mep- 
KypHH" h „Cb. XapajiaMnHH", KaKTO h qacT ot hkohs c 
„B-bBe#eHHe Boropo^HHHo" (eumpuua 8). Oco6eHO chjtho 
Bne^aTJieHHe npaBAT hkohhtc c M3o6pa:»ceHM5iTa Ha 

Cb. Cb. Teonop Thpoh h Teonop CTparajiaT h Ta3H ct>c 
Cb. TeoprH. H flBeTe nopa3HBaT 3pHTejia etc CBoaTa rtp- 

»cecTBeHocT m rojiflMOTO yMeHiie Ha 3orpa(j)MTe (om deeme 
cmpauu na eumpuua 6). 

HOBOCT, KOflTO B HHTepHOpa Ha ITbpKBHTe /uvrnpa OT 

XVII b., e nbpBeHHflT HKOHOCTac. Hpe3 Hero ce noziCHJi- 
Ba TtpacecTBeHOTO 3ByneHe Ha xphcthhhckhh xpaM. Ene- 
MeHT ot HKOHOCTaca ca iTapcKHTe jxbqph. Pe36aTa no 




KaHMMKa-TennoTa, 1721 r., 
cpeGpo c no3JiaTa, ubcthh 
CTbKJia, napHTen - MjraneH 
ot i p. IIa3apn>KFiK, K)ro3a- 
naaaa 6i>JirapCKH 3eMH. 
Jug-teplota, 1721, silver, 
gilding, color glass, donor - 
Mladen from Pazardzhik, 
Southwestern Bulgarian 
lands. 



with the image of Saint Ivan Rilski (showcase 7), censers, 
icon lamps, dishes etc. In the inscriptions engraved on 
those objects, the Chiprovtsi masters mentioned their 

names and native place, Chiprovets. 
^Covered was that soul-saving book 
by masters Nikola and Pala from the 
place of Kiprovets..." says the 
inscription on the repousse cover of 
the Gospel from the Cherepish 
monastery. 

The names of many humble peo- 
ple, donors to the church, were writ- 
ten down in the specific pomenitsi 
(lists of names), among the most inte- 
resting monuments of the time. They 
were triptych-shaped, of excellently 
performed painting and testify to the 
deep devotion of the Bulgarians to 
their kin and faith (showcase 8). 

In the period of the Ottoman 
rule the icon as a symbol of 
Christianity played a very specific 
role. Among the icons of the several painting schools of 
the time, the icon 
with The Old 
Testament 
Trinity, painted 
by Nedialko Zo- 
graph in 1598, 
impresses greatly 
with its exquisite- 
ness. The icon is 
the first known to 
us that was signed 
by its painter, who 
thus expressed his 
high artistic self- 
confidence (on the 
panel at showca- 
se 10). 

The two icons 
with Saint Mer- 
cury and Saint 
Haralampius as 
well as a part of 
the icon with the 
Presentation of the 
Blessed Virgin 
(showcase 8) are 

exhibited for the 

first time in the 

museum. Extre- 
mely striking are 

the icon images of 
Saints Theodore 
Tyrone and Theodore Stratilates and that of Saint George. 
Both icons strike the visitor with the solemnity of the repre- 
sentation and the great skill of the artists, zographs (on both 
sides of showcase 6). 




MKOHa „Cb. Cb. Teonop Tnpon h 
Teoaop CTparajiaT", XVII b„ atpBO, 
TeMnepa, K>ro3anaaHH GtjirapcKH 

36MH. 

Icon with Saints Theodore Tyron and 
Theodore Stratilates, 17th cent., wood, 
tempera, Southwestern Bulgarian lands. 
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UapCKM HDCPH, XVII D.. fllipDO, 

TCMnepa, ncojiaTa, K)ro3anaAHH 

frfcJirapCKH 30MH. 

Royal Doors, 17th cent., wood, tem- 
pera, gilding, Southwestern Bulgarian 
lands. 



AoepHTe, OTHanajio 
njreTeHHHHa h hihv- 

pOBH^Ha, KaKBaTO « 

DHacAaivie h no hko- 
hmtc npeMMHaBa 

nO-KT>CHO b iiejm 
nojieTa, H3ntjiHeHH 
c Bnema ce pac™- 

TeJlHOCT H H,BeTfl. 
M3JTO>KeHHTe B eicc- 

no3HUH^xa uapcKH 
flBepH, kohto npo- 
HSxoac^aT ot K)ro- 
3anaztHHTe B^jirap- 

CKM 3CMM, Ca CflHH 

ot Haii-floGpHTe 
naMCTHMii,w Ha n^p- 
Bopc36aTa w >kwbo- 
nHCTa («<2 cmena- 
ma, edncno om 
eumpuna 8). 

IjT>pKOBHaTa 
aCHBOnMC, KOflTO 

OHacjie^flsa mhoitj 

OT TeMaTH^HHTe 



noxBaTH h MaHHepa 
Ha BM3aHTMMCKaTa TpaflMUMsi, pa^BHBa no TOBa Bpeivie 

HOBH CTMJTOBH H H^eHHO-XV^O^KeCTBeHH TT>pceHHfl. Pa3- 

parjoTBaT ce hobm 



cioaceTH 
BtaBpt- 



TeMH H 

hjih ce 

IJjaT H30CTaBeHM 
MOTUBH OT MHHa- 

jioto. Cpe^ TAX 
oco6eHa nony- 

JISipHOCT ,II,OfjHBa 
„CTpaiUHMHT 

cm". OpHrwHaji- 

HHflT CTeHOnHC B 

3ajiaTa, npea- 
CTaBjiflBam, 

„CTpaiUHHfl ct^", 

e Smji HHKora 

BT»pxy H3TOMHaTa 

CTcria ria npHTBO- 
pa Ha u"bpKBaTa 

„P05KfleCTB0 

XpucTOBo" b ce- 
jto Ap6aHacH, 

TbpHOBCKO. To3H 

CTeHonHC, THnw- 
neu npe^CTaBH- 
Teji Ha MOHyMeH- 
TajiHaTa tftfiBonnc 




CTeHonnc „CTpaiiiHHHT ct>a m , 1649 r., irtpicBa „PoHCflecTBO XpncTOBo", 
c. Ap6anacn, BcjihkotijPhobcko. 

Fresco with The Last Judgment, 1649, Christ's Nativity church, Arbanassi village, 
Turnovo district. 



The wood carved iconostasis was introduced into the 
church interior in the seventeenth century. It helps to 
emphasize the solemn impact of the Christian church. 
Elements of the iconostasis are the Royal doors. The door 
decorative woodcarving was first executed in plaited and 
cord-like patterns as was typical of the icons, but later it 
began to represent fields entirely filled with flowers and 
twining vegetation. The exhibited royal doors originate 
from the Southwest Bulgarian lands and are of the best 
examples of woodcarving and painting {on the wall, right 
of showcase 8). 

The iconography derived many of its themes, artistic 
patterns and techniques from the Byzantine tradition and 
developed new stylistic, ideological and artistic groping. 
The icon-painters worked on new themes and subjects or 
returned to some neglected ones from the past. Among 
them particular popularity obtained that of the Last 
Judgment. The original mural representing the 
Doomsday was painted on the eastern wall of the narthex 
in the church of Christ's Nativity in Arbanassi village, 
Turnovo district. The fresco is a typical example of the 
monumental painting from the seventeenth century and 
was a true „ cautionary tale" to the medieval man, reflec- 
ting his notion of life, death, justice for all, righteous and 
sinful (on the eastern wall, the center). 

During the Ottoman rule the monasteries functioned 
as real cultural and national centers in which the 
Bulgarian native language was preserved pure and living. 

The monastic 



learned men's wri- 
tings, the nume- 
rous marginal no- 
tes in old church 
manuscripts, the 
donors 7 inscrip- 
tions continuously 
renewed and enri- 
ched the literary 
language, drawing 
on the Bulgarian 
vernacular. The 
education in the 
monastery schools 
was provided in 
Bulgarian. The 
manuscript-wri- 
ting tradition and 
the miniature 
painting received 
further develop- 
ment in the scrip- 
toriums. 

At the end of 



ot XVII b., e hcthhcko „noy i iHTejiHO *ieTHBo" 3a cpe,n- 
HOBeKOBHHH hobck, CBT>p3aHO c HeroBaTa npe^CTaBa 3a 

)KHBOTa H CMT»pTTa, 3a CnpaBeflJlHBHH Cbfl Hatf BCHHKH 

npaBe/iHHUH h rpeiHHHHH (Ha mmoHnama cmena, e cpe- 
dama ua 3a/iama). 



the fifteenth century for the first time in the Balkans book 
typography was attempted. The most significant was the 
production of Bozhidar Vukovich's printing house, 
founded in 1519 in Venice. Some of the books printed 
there, depicted the Bulgarian saints' lives, which sounded 
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MomexpaHHTejiHHija Ha MomHTe Ha 
KOHCTaHTHHononcKHH naTpHapx Cb. 
^hohhchh, 1744 r., cpe6po, no3JiaTa, 
K>ro3ana^HH 6i>jirapCKH 3e\in. 
Reliquary of St. Dionysius, the Patriarch 
of Constantinople, 1744, silver, gilding, 
Southwestern Bulgarian lands. 




Phjickhht MaHacTHp, maMna ot 1 843 r. 
Rila Monastery, stamp, 1843. 



Pa6oTHjiHHija 3a KonpiiHeHH umypoBe h 
iihckiojih b TpHBHa, 1871 r., rpaBiopa Ha 
OejiHKC Kannn;. 

Silk Cord and Pompons Workshop in 
Triavna, 1871, engraving by Felix Kanitz. 




TaHTaHflacHHCKH napK, 60-Te toahhh Ha 
XIX b., Ta6pOBO, KOBaHO acejnoo, HI1TM. 
Woollen braiding Cog Wheel, 1860s, 
Gabrovo, wrought iron, NPM. 



IIo BpeMe Ha ocMaHCKOTO BJia^HnecTBO MaHacTHp- 

CKHTe o6HTeJIH, TC3H HCTHHCKH KVJITypHO-HapOAHOCTHH 

cpcaHma, na3HT hhct h hchb poahhh 6i>jirapcKH e3HK. 

IlHCaHMTa Ha MaHaCTHpCKHTe KHH3KOBHHUH, MHO^eCT- 
boto npnnHCKH no CTapH H>pKOBHH pi>KOnHCH, KTHTOp- 
CKHTe Ha,anHCH o6oraTHBaT KHH5KOBHHH e3HK C (})OpMH OT 
roBopHMaTa pen. OGyneHHeTO b MaHacTHpcKHTe khjihh- 
hh yHHjrama ce bo^h Ha 6i>jirapcKH e3HK, a MaHacrap- 
CKHTe cxpHnTopHH ^opa3BHBaT HacjiciteHaTa pi>KonHCHa 
Tpa^HUHH h xy^o»cecTBeHaTa MHHHaTiopa. 

B Kpaa Ha XV bck ca H3BtpiHeHH h m>pBHTe onHTH 
3a KHHronenaTaHe Ha BajiKaHHTe. HaH-3HaHHTejiHa e 
npo^yKiiHHTa Ha nenaTHHuaTa Ha Eowivijxap Bvkobhh, 
ocHOBaHa npe3 1519 r. bt>b BeHeniui. Hakoh ot khhthtc 
OTnenaTaHH b Hea, ctAtpacaT ^khthb: Ha 6tJirapcKH cbct- 

HJH, KOHTO B TOAHHHTe Ha OCMaHCKOTO BJia^HHCCTBO ao- 

6HBaT chjiho naTpHOTHHHO 3ByneHe (eumpuna 12). 

Hhkojikoto npe^CTaBeHH b eKcno3HH,HHra khhth, 
Me^cay kohto e m pi>KonHC Ha BnajiHCJiaB IpaiviaTHK ot 
cpe^aTa Ha XV b. (eumpuna 13), noA^epTaBaT H/teara, 
6i»jirapcKaTa nncMeHOCT e t33h, koato rapaHrapa ona3- 
BaHeTO Ha nyxoBHaTa hachthhhoct Ha jiHuieHHTe ot no- 
jiHTHnecKa HG3aBHCHMOCT npe3 nepnoAa 6i>jirapH h TaKa 
th CTaBa 3ajiori>T 3a 6-b/tempTo hm BT>3pa»c,naHe. MM. 




npa3HMHeH MMHen, 1538 r., xapraa, Koaca, H3iiaTeji Bo)KHnap 
Bvkobhh, BeHeiiHH. 

Festive Mineios, 1538, paper, leather binding, published by 
Bozhidar Vukovich, Venice. 

very patriotic in the context of the Ottoman oppression 
(showcase 12). 

The exhibited books, among them Vladislav 

Gramatik's manuscript from the middle of the fifteenth 
century (showcase 13) emphasize the idea of the 
Bulgarian literature as a guarantee of the survival and the 
spiritual identity of the Bulgarians. M.Y. 



■jg ejn>T Ha eKcno3Hu,HHTa, nocBeTeH Ha cTonaHCKOTo 
l\i pa3BHTHe no 6T>jirapcKHre 3eMH npe3 XVIII h 
XIX Ben, e b ceBepHaTa CTpaHa Ha 3ajiaTa. TaM ca npeA- 
CTaBeHH Han-xapaKTepHHTe ^chhocth Ha 6'wirapHTe, hh- 
eTO npaKTHKyBaHe AOBejio ro HaTpynBaHeTO Ha 3HawH- 
TejiHH napHHHH cpeflCTBa b ptueTe Ha onpeAejieHH ce- 
MeHCTBa. 

Ckotobt>actboto e noMMHtK Ha jxcrwtc hh ot cTOJie- 
thh. lTpe3 ntpBaTa nojiOBHHa Ha XIX bck to ce npespT>- 

ma B OCHOBHO CpeHCTBO, 

Hpe3 KoeTO ce 3aiviorBa Hace- 
jieHweTO npejjHMHo ot njia- 
HHHCKHTe paMoHM. TIo TOBa 

BpeMe no OtjirapcKHre 3eMH 

ce OTrjiOKjiaT noBene ot 

10 MHJIMOHa OBU,C 

Ot 30-Te tojthhh Ha BeKa 
b p^ueTe Ha 6tjirapHTe ca 

C^Cpe^OTOHeHM RBC BaTKHM 

.aeHHOCTH - A^ejienHHHCT- 

boto - npeicynyBaHeTo Ha 
OBue h ko3h 3a uymnwrc Ha 
ocMaHCKaTa cTOJiwu,a m ap- 

MHfl H rjerjIHKHHHCTBOTO - 

oTKynyBaHeTO Ha npaBOTO 3a 
cttjHpaHeTO Ha /iecaTtKa ot 
oBueTe. ITpejiCTaBHTejiHTe 
Ha hakojiko rojicMH ce- 
MencTBa, kohto HMaT npeoT- 
CTtneHH ot ocMaHCKaTa A'tpjKaBa npaBa 3a npaKTHicyBa- 
HeTO hm HaTpynBaT 3HaHHTejiHH ci>CTOflHHfl (eumpuna 
14). TaKa ce ct3AaBa MaTepnajiHO 6jiaroci>CTOflHHe, Koe- 
to no3BOJiflBa n,a ce pa3BH«T 6ypHO nocjie^sajiHTe bt>3- 
po^eHCKH npouecH - aKTHBH3HpaHe Ha npocBeTHOTO 




BerjiMKHHHCKM 3HaK, 1 844— 
1846 r., cpe6po c no3JiaTa h 
KonpHHa, npHHa^jieacaji Ha 

(j)aMHJIHflTa MajItKOBH OT 

ITjiobamb. 

Sheep Tax-collector's Sign, 
1844-1846, silver, gilding, 
silk, belonged to the Chali- 
kovs from Plovdiv. 



he part of the exhibition represents the economic 
^ development in the Bulgarian lands during the eigh- 
teenth and nineteenth century. It shows the most cha- 
racteristic occupations of the Bulgarian population, the 
practicing of which resulted in an accumulation of con- 
siderable capitals into the hands of certain families. 

For centuries our forefathers had earned their living 

through stock-breeding. In the first half of the nineteenth 
century it became the major means of achieving prospe- 
rity, mainly by the 
highlanders. More 
than ten million heads 
of sheep were being 
raised at that time all 
over the Bulgarian 
lands. Two very 
important occupations 
had started to concen- 
trate into the hands of 
the Bulgarians since 
the 30s of the nine- 
teenth century - the 
cattle-droving, i.e. 

buying up of sheep 
and goats for the 
needs of the Ottoman 
capital and army and 
the tax-collecting, i.e. 
buying the right to col- 
lect the tithe on sheep, 
beglik. Members of 
several clans secured 
to themselves the 
rights to carry out 




MKOHa c o6pa3a Ha Cb. Mo^cct, 
1875 r., AtpBO, TeMnepa, utpKBa 
„ycneHne Boropozu^HQ", Ma;iKQ 

TbpHQBQ, HM - MajlKO TbpHOBO. 

Icon with Saint Modest, 1875, 
wood, tempera, the Agsumption 

church, Malko Turnovo. 
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ACJio, 6op6aTa m ne3aBHCHMa 6i)jirapcKa irbproa h CTpe- 
Meaca kt>m nojiHTHHecKO ocBo6okjieHHe Ha cTpaHaTa. 
OrpovmoTO KOjTwqecTBO suma, no6HBaHa ot OBue- 

Te, e npeanocTaBKa 3a aKTHBH3HpaHeTO h Ha tckcthjiho- 
to nponiBO^CTBO. B wauajroTO wa XIX aeK 7 nojj BJiHAHne 
Ha npoMMiujieHaTa peeojnonHsi b 3ana,iiHa EBpona, no 
6-bJirapCKHTe 3cmh aano'iBa opraHH3HpaiiCTO Ha npe#- 

npHflTHfl, OCHOBaHH Ha HOBH npOH3BOACTBCHH npHHHHnH 

- MaHH^aKTypn h $a6pHKH. ycnopeflHO c TOBa ce vcko- 

pHBa m npou,ecT>T Ha MexaHH3HpaHeTO My. 

OpraHH3npaHaTa ot flo6pH )KejiH3KOB npe3 1834 r. 

TeKCTHJiHa (J)a6pHKa b rp. 
CjiHBeH e m>pBaTa (j)a6pH- 
Ka b OciviaHCKaTa hmiic" 
puff. Tk e o63aBe^eHa c 
MOiiepHH 3a BpeMeTO ch 
6ejimMCKH muiuuhm - aa- 

paiJ,M M TT>Ka4HM CT3HOBe. 

B Hea pa6oTHT okojto 500 

paOoTHHKa (ua nauGAa do 

noduyM V). 

TTpe3 ni>pBMTe ,n,ece- 
THjieTHA Ha XIX eeK ce 
MexaHH3Hpa h Apyro Ba5K- 

HO T6KCTHJIHO np0H3B0fl- 

ctbo. B^Be*AaHeTO Ha 

raflTaHA^cHHCKHfl napic 

npH npOH3BOJICTBOTO Ha 

raiiTaH, ynoTpe6flBaH 3a 

yKpaca Ha apexHTe, aaBa 

Bt3M03KH0CT Ha npOH3BO- 

^HTejiHTe My jxa cwnanaT 

o6oco6eHH KopnoparaBHH cjxpynKQUYin, npe3 kohto e 3a : 
BOiOBaH orpOMHHHT na3ap Ha OcMaHCKaTa HMnepHH. 

Bo^H03aziBHacBaHHflT raHTaHn»cHHCKH MapK e njion 
Ha zieceTHJieTHH TexHHMecKH no^o6peHHH, BHaCJIHH B 
KOHCTpyKi^HHTa My ot 6tJirapcKHTe MancTopn: ot nap- 
KOBe c oceM h #eceT KajieMa - ro ^apKOBe c ppmanecer 
KajieMa, hhjito npo^yxuHfl e MHoro no-KanecTBeHa 
(eumpuna 15 u noduyM V). 

/Jpyr Ba^ceH OTpactJi Ha npoMHUijieHOCTTa, 6jiaro- 
flapeHwe Ha kohto 6i>jirapHTe ce npocjiaBAT no cbctob- 
hht€ na3apa, e iipoiuboactboto aa po3oso Macjio. 

Macjio^afiHaTa po3a e npeHeceHa no 6tJirapcKHTe 
3cmh ot IlepcHJi BepoaTHo npe3 XVII BCK. BeK nO KTjC- 

ho aeceTKH xhjiaah ceMencTBa ot no^6ajiKaHCKHTe ce- 

JlMUja H OT OduiHpHM paHOHM Ha TpaKHHCKaTa HM3HHa 

HaMHpaT npenHTaHHe b hchhoto OTrjieacflaHe h b h3bjih- 
^aHeTo Ha MacjiOTO h npea MajiKH AecTHjiaanoHHH Ka3a- 
hh c KanaijHTeT ot 80 jxo 120 jiHTpa, 3arpaBaHH ot rh- 
peKTeH ortH {noduyM VI u eumpuna 16). 

YcHjieHaTa npoH3BOACTBeHa achhoct Ha 6i>jirapHTe 
b Kpaa Ha XVIII h HanajiOTO Ha XIX BeK ^OBeac^a jxo 
3HanHTejiHO pa3BHTHe Ha rpaAOBeTe. Mhoto ot tax CTa- 
BaT cpcanma Ha hhtchshbch hkohomhhcckh )khbot. 
*Ipe3 o(J)opMHJiHTe ce TaM ce30HHH na3apnma h naHan- 
pH, 6i>jirapcKHTe 3aHaaTHH*H h rbproBUH ycTaHOBHBaT 

05KHBCHH BPTd3KH CT>C 3CMHTC OT BjIH3KHfl H flaJieHHHfl 

H3tok h ct>c 3ana^Ha EBpona (eumpuna 17). 




Po30BapH3 Kpafi TpflBHa, 1870 r., rpasiopa Ha <D. KaHHi^. 
Rose-distillery near Triavna, 1 870, engraving by F. Kanitz. 



those activities, thus succeeding to pile considerable 
wealth [showcase 14). The prosperity achieved made pos- 
sible for the revival processes that followed to develop in 
full force. The public education, the struggle for inde- 
pendent Bulgarian church and the aspiration after poli- 
tical freedom were activated on a large scale. 

The enormous amounts of wool brought about to the 
expansion of the textile manufacture. In the beginning of 
the nineteenth century under the influence of the indus- 
trial revolution in West Europe, the production in the 
Bulgarian lands was put on new principles of organiza- 
tion - manufactures and 
factories. Simultaneously, 
the process of its mecha- 
nization accelerated. 

In 1834 Dobri 
Zheliazkov organized in 
Sliven the first textile mill 
in the Ottoman empire. It 
was provided with looms 
and carding-machines 
from Belgium. About 500 
workers were employed in 
the factory (on the panel at 
platform V). 

In the first decades of 
the nineteenth century 
another important textile 
production was mecha- 
nized. The introducing of 
the cog-wheels into woollen 
braide manufacture enabled 
the producers to found corporative guilds through which the 
vast markets of the Ottoman empire to be conquered. 

The string-twining cog-wheels put in motion by water 
power, were the result of many years of construction 
improvements made by Bulgarian masters. The eight- 
spooled cog-wheels were perfected into twelve-spooled, 
which secured a woollen braide production of a much 
better quality (showcase 15 and platform V). 

Another important branch of industry that made the 
Bulgarians world-famous was the rose oil produce. Oil- 
bearing rose was brought to our lands from Persia most 
probably in the seventeenth century. A hundred of years 
later thousands families from the sub-Balkan villages and 
the vast areas of the Thrace plains earned their living by 
rose-growing and oil-extracting in small rose-distillers of 
80-120 liter capacity, heated on direct fire (platform VI 
and showcase 16). 

The manufacturing boom in Bulgaria at the end of the 
eighteenth century and the beginning of the nineteenth cen- 
tury brought about a considerable urbanization. Many of 
the towns developed into centers of intense economic life. 
Participating in the season markets and fairs that appeared 
in the cities, the Bulgarian craftsmen and merchants estab- 
lished brisk commercial ties with the countries of the Near 
and Far East and West Europe (showcase 17). Here is a 
description from 1841 of the famous Uzundzhovo fair, 
made by the French traveller Jerome Blanqui: 
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TTa3ap b JIoBen, 1 869 r., rpaBWpa Ha <£ejiMKC KaHwu. 
Market place in Lovech, 1 869, engraving by Felix Kanitz. 



EBponeHCKH mohctm, XIX b., 3JiaTO, cpeGpo. 
European Gold and Silver Coins, 19th cent. 
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^aMacKMH (c6opHHK c nponoBenH h 
noyneHHa) Ha non Toflop IlHpAoncKH, 
1826 r., ptKOirac. 

Homilies of Todor Pirdopski, 1826, 
manuscript. 



yuMJiMiucTO b Tpo»HCKna MaiiacTHp, 1871 r., rpaBiopa Ha 
(frejiHKC KaHwu. 

Primary School in the Monastery of Troian, 1871, engraving by 
Felix Kanitz. 
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Capa(J)CKO Be3He, XIX b., ht>pbo h ojtobo. 
Saraf s (money-changer) Balance, 19th 
cent., wood, lead. 



Eto eAHO He- 
noanpaBeHO 
onncaHHe ot 
1841 r. Ha 
HaH-npony- 
thh no TOBa 

Bpeivie naHaup 

- Y3yHA>KOB- 
CKHfl, KOeTO 
,fl,T>JI)KHM Ha 
(j)peHCKHfl 

m>TemecTBe- 

HHK ^CepOM 
BjiaHKH! 



„Kamo c6opno mhcyyio na ecuuKU npo8UHUUu na um- 
nepunma moea epadne ma/iejtcda da e dodpe mdpano 
no cpedomoHHomo My noAOOtce- 
huc ...A3 6nx nopaien om 6am- 
cbKa na hhkou mtpeoeuu, kou- 
mo cpmypupaxa e mo3u ea^tcen 
naHaup ... Ko/iOHuajiHume cmo- 
ku, MamepuaAume 3a 6oxducea- 
ne, 2tcejiA3omo na np^mu, opu- 
3a, cyKuomo, KODteume, mtKanu- 
me u 2py6u naMymu njiamoee 
ce iwbpcexa mezpde mhozo. 
CmtKAapunma, nopueAawbm, 
e^Anama, Konpunama ce pa3Me- 
HMxa e eoAeMU KOAimecmea". 



„As a meeting place for the people of all provinces of 
the empire this small town seems to be well chosen 
because of its central position. ...I was impressed by the 
glamour of some merchants, who were present at that 
important fair ... Groceries, dying materials, bars of iron, 
rice, leather, broadcloth, textile and rough cotton fabrics 
were in great demand. Glass, porcelain, wool and silk 
were exchanged in large amounts". 

This extraordinary economic activity of the 
Bulgarian people at the end of the eighteenth century and 
the beginning of the nineteenth century contributed to 
the quick ripening of the ideas for public enlightenment, 
religious and political independence. The attempts for 

realization of those ideas marked the last few decades of 
the Ottoman rule in the Bulgarian lands. I.M. 
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Ta3H HaiuiioHHTejiHa no pa3- 

MepHTe CH CTOnaHCKa aKTHBHOCT 

Ha SijjirapHTe ot Kpaa Ha XVIII h 
HanajiOTO Ha XIX bck cnocoGcT- 
Ba 3a 6ijp30T0 CT53paBaHe Ha *me- 

HTe 3a BceHapoAHa npocBeTa, u>pKOBHa m nojiMTMMecKa 

He3aBHCHM0CT y tax. OnHTHTe 3a peajiH3auHHTa hm Map- 

KwpaT nocjieAHMTe hhkojiko AeceTWjieTHH ot ociviaHCKOTo 
Bjia^HMecTBO y Hac. KM. 

npe3 XIX B. MHCOBH I A IipOCBe i A H II PMOOIUHRHHeTO 
kt>m KyjiTypaTa Ha no-HanpeiwajiHTe esponencKH 
CTpaHH CTaBaT oSmoHapoAHH ijejiu. Ha taxhoto nocTH- 
raHe nocBeruaBaT eHeprHHTa h BOJiHTa ch roneMHTe th- 
TaHH Ha Bi>3po^eHCKaTa enoxa. 

B neTO 1762-po ot Po:»e,a,ecTBO XpwcTOBO ^pasa^aH 

ot peBHOCT h acajiocT 3a CBOfl di^jirapcKH HapoA" b CBe- 

Ta ropa AroHCiea IlaHCHH XHjieHjiapCKH CTj6wpa h Ha- 
peawa „CjiaBflHo6i>jirapCKa hctopha 3a 6i>jirapcKH5i Ha- 
po^;, uape h cbcthh h 3a bchhkh 6ijjirapCKH Rtmmn h cb- 
6hthh" h c Hea OTnpaBfl cboh 3aBeT kt>m noKOJieHHHTa: 

„Hanucax m 3a eac, Koumo o6uuame ceoji pod u 
6'bAeapcKomo omenecmeo u oduuame da 3naeme ceon 
pod u e3UK. Tlpenuceaume man ucmopuuua u nAame- 
me da eu n npenuuiam, Koumo yMcnm da nuuiam, u 
na3eme n da ue u3He3ue". 



IlaHCMM XMjieH^apcKM - HcTopwji cjiaBHHo6T)jirapcKa, 
XVIII b., xapTHA, p-bKonnc, K)ro3ana;ma B^jirapuH. 
^apeHne ot npean^eHTa na R Buirapiw riertp Ctoahob. 
Paissii Hilendarski, Slavo-Bulgarian History, 18th cent., 
paper, manuscript, Southwestern Bulgaria. Donated by 
Peter Stoianov, President of the Republic of Bulgaria. 



n the nineteenth century 
the education and incor- 
poration with the culture of 
the more advanced European 
countries became a strongly 
pursued goal. To that cause 
dedicated their energy and 
will the great personalities of 
the Bulgarian Revival. 

In 1762, in Mount Athos, 
n eaten up by zeal and pity" for 
his Bulgarian people Paissii 
Hilendarski compiled and 
wrote „A Slavo-Bulgarian his- 
tory of the Bulgarian people, 
kings and saints and of all 
Bulgarian deeds and events", 

sending his message to the 
future generations: 



,/ wrote it for you, who love your kinfolk and your 

country and who love to learn about your people and your 
tongue. Copy this little history and pay those who are able 
to write so that you have it copied, and take good care of 
it lest it should disappear". 



These words are from the 
First Kotlen Copy of 1765, made 
from the Zograph Manuscript by 
priest Stoiko Vladislavov, the 
future Bishop Sophroni of Vratsa, 
The copy in the National museum 
of history is from the same time. 
Some scholars admit that it might 
have been written by the monk of 
Hilendar himself {showcase I). 

Sophroni Vrachanski is the 
author of the first printed book in 
the New-Bulgarian literature, 
edited in 1806 in Rimnik - 
„Kiriakodromion, that is, 
Nedelnik", a collection of ser- 




3btjhcu Ha yMMjinmeTO d 
TeTSBeti, 6poti3, 1816 r. 
School Bell, 1816, 

bronze, Tctcvcn. 
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Taica e 3anHcaHQ b TTtpBHa ICotjichckh npennc Ha 
HCTopMHTa, ManpaBCH npc3 1765 r. ot opHnraajia ot ne- 

peu Ctohko Bjia^HCJiaBOB, 6i>,n;emHfl 

cnwcKon Co(J)pOMMM BpaHaflcoi. Ot ct>- 
iij,oto BpeMe Moace 6h e h eKaeMnjiflptT, 
na3en d HaiiHOHajiHHJi HCTopmecKH My 

3CM. CnOpCH HHKOH yMCHM C MHOrO BCpO" 

atho toh aa e H3Jifl3tJi H3noA nepoTo Ha 
caiuMH XMJieH^apCKM MOHax (sumpuHa 1). 

CO(J)POHHH BpaMaHCKH e aBTOP H Ha 
ntpBaTa HOB06tjrrapcKa ne^aTHa KHHra, 
H3AaAeHa npe3 1806 r. b Phmhhk - „Kh- 
pHaKOiipoMHOH, cnpeM HenejmHK", c6op- 
hhk c noyHHTejiHH nponoBe/iH C fltJldOKO 
hP&bqtb§hq Q^^yp^uu^ . Tosa e e^Ha ot 
Haw-nonyjT5rpHWTe KHwrw 3a ^eceTWJieTHa 
Hanpcu. Tfl nperbpnaBa MeTupn H3naHHfl 
h c jik>6ob Hapom>T a HapeKM no hmcto 
Ha aBTopa h „Cod)poHHe" (eumpuna 79). 

ITkpBMHT cneTCKM 6yKaap 7 npOMyTMHT 

„Pn6eH 6yKBap", kohtO OTKPHBa HOBa 
enoxa 3a 6i>jirapcKOTO yMWjiwme, w3JiM3a 
ot neuax ape? 1S24 r. (eumpuna 19). B 
Hero aDTOptT My, Stflenmirr fl-p nertp BepoH, „H3ntJi- 
hch c pcbhoct w >KajiocT" KbM neuaTa ot khjihhtc npe- 
nopT>4Ba b yHHjmniaTa ^a ce BT^se^e B3aMMoyHMTejiHaTa 
CHTOMa, npH KOHTO yHHTCJlflT aa paOora caMo c Han- 
HanpeziHajiHTe y^eHHUH, a Te zta ce 3aHHMaBaT c no-Maji- 
khtc ripn jinncaTa Ha nonroTBeHH npeno^aBaTejiH h 
vhc6hh noMarajia to3h HaMHH Ha o6y*ieHHe #aBa bt>3- 
mo)khoct .ua cc nojiroTBHT 3a TKHTewcKHTC ch 3a^aMH Ka- 
to saHasiTMMM m TtproBi^M ctotmljh 6ibJirapHeTa. 

, , „, M Ha 2 flHya- 

pH 1835 r. b 
Ta6poBo e ot- 

KpHTO m>pBO- 
TO MOAepHO 

StJirapcKO 
y^HjiHuie, Koe- 
to CKopo ce 
npeBpT>iH,a b 
neuTtp Ha 

npocseTaTa 3a 
Co<})pohhh BpanaHCKH - „KHpHaKOflpo- ijajiaTa CTpa- 
mhoh", Phmhhk, 1 806 r. Ha HaHTOJIfl- 

Sophroni Vrachanski, Kiriakodromion, Ma ^ aH 3a T0 3h 
1 806, Rimnik. 

„CBeTHJIHHK Ha 

HOBo6 r tJirapcKaTa npocBeTa" HMaT onecKHTe h 6yicy- 
peiijKHTe 6i>jirapcKH TtproBi^H ot Ia6poBo, Hanejio c 
npocBeTeHHH poflOJnoGeu; BacHji AnpHjiOB. 

IlT>pBHflT yHHTeJI B IaGpOBCKOTO yHHJIHUje e HeO(j)HT 

Phjickh. B Eyicypem, toh npeBe^a h H3^aBa c (j)HHaHCOBa- 
Ta noMom, Ha 6paTa MycTaKOBH rrbpBHTe B3aHMoyHHrejiHH 
Ta6jiHij,H. Bee npe3 1835 r. toh ctCTaBa h ntpBaTa Stjirap- 

CKa rpaMarafca, ™hto ptKonnc e 3ana3eH h no jiHec (eum- 
puna 19). Heo(})HT Phjickh ce 3aBpT>ma npe3 1839 r. b Phji- 

CKHa MaHaCTHp, Kt^eTO H ptKOBO^H HOBO yHHJIH- 

me npn nocTHHuaTa „Cb. JlyKa". Ot OHOBa BpeMe e ocra- 
Haji rjio6yc, H3pa6oTeH co6cTBeHopi>HHO ot rojieMHfl 




IlopTp^T Ha Co(J)pOHMM 

BpanaHCKH, 1812 p„ njiaTHO, 

Macjio, ByKypem, opwrwHaji'bT e 
B UMAM, 

Sophroni Vrachanski, 1812, 
canvas, oil, Bucharest, the ori- 
ginal is in the Church History 
and Archaeology Museum, 
Sofia. 
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mons with deep moral content. It was one of the most 
popular books for several decades and went through four 

editions. The people called it affectionate- 
ly Sophronie after its author's name {show- 
case 19). 

The first secular primer, the well- 
known ,Jliben bukvar" (The primer with 
the fish), printed in 1824, opened a new 

age to the secular Bulgarian school (show- 
case 19). The author, the future Dr. Peter 
Beron „filled with pity for the children in 
the church schools", recommended the 
mutual education method to be intro- 
duced into school. The method consisted 
in that the teachers presented the materi- 
al to the most advanced pupils, who in 
their turn instructed the younger. 
Qualified teachers and school aids were 
deficient, so the mutual education method 
allowed hundreds of Bulgarian children to 
be prepared for their everyday life as 
craftsmen and merchants. 

On January, 2nd, 1835 in Gabrovo the 
first secular Bulgarian school of the new type was 
opened. It soon became the educational center of the 
country. The Bulgarian merchants from Gabrovo who 
operated in Odessa and Bucharest, guided by the learned 
man and patriot Vassil Aprilov, became the greatest con- 
tributors to that „enlightener of the new Bulgarian edu- 
cation". 

The first teacher in the Gabrovo school was 
Neophyte Rilski. In Bucharest he translated and pub- 
lished with the financial aid of the Mustakov brothers the 
first mutual-learning tables. In the same 1835 he com- 
piled the first Bulgarian grammar book, whose hand-writ- 
ten original is now dis- 
played in the museum 
(showcase 19). In 1839 
Neophyte Rilski went 
back to the Rila 
monastery to set up and 
manage a new school at 
the Saint Lukas her- 
mitage. From that time a 
geographical globe has 
survived, made by the 
great educator himself 
(showcase 19). To his 
favorite pupil Zaharii 
Zograph we owe the 
well-known portrait 
from 1838, representing 
the stern-faced Rila 
monk (on the wall, left 

of showcase 19). 

The first textbooks 
were also printed in the 
middle of the 1830s - 
Slavyanobolgarskoe 




IIopTpeT Ha IleTbp BepoH, Kpaa 
Ha XIX b., xyAOHCHHK HnKOJiaS 

IlaBjioBHH, njiaTHO, Macno, 
opHTHHajn>T e b HXT 
Peter Beron, end of 19th cent., 
portrait by Nikolai Pavlovich, 
canvas, oil, the original is in the 
National Picture Gallery. 
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npocBeTHTeji (eumpuna 19). Ha ji_o6__m__5_ My yneHHK 3a- 
xapHH 3orpa(J) ai»ji2khm h3bccthhh nopTpeT Ha CTporaa 
pHJiCKH MOHax, AarapaH b 1838 r. (enneo om eumpuna 19). 

ITbpBHTe yHe6HH_iH ce nenaTaT cbujo npe3 cpczjaTa 
Ha Tpn^eceTTe toahhh Ha XIX b. - „CjiaBj_Ho6ojirap- 
CKoe AeTeBOACTBo" Ha Heo(f)HT XHjieH^apcKH Eo3Beji__ h 
EMaHyHji BacKH^OBHH h „06mpe 3eMjieonHcaHHe" Ha 
KoHCTaHTHH Oothhob. IIocTeneHHO yne6HHKapcKaTa 
jiHTepaTypa cnenejiBa cnoMomecTBOBaTejiH h Bee noBe- 
ne /toGpe o6pa30BaHH yHHTejiH 3anoHBaT aa H3^aBaT 
opHrHHajiHH, npeBOAHH h aaanTHpaHH khhth no 6t>ji- 
rapcKa rpaMaTHKa, hctophu, MaTeMaTHKa, reorpacfwa, 

- 3aKOH 60SCH H T.H. 

(eumpunu 19 u 20). 
g^^^g ] Ilpe3 40-Te roziMHM 

Ha BeKa b BtJirapwH 

Bt3HHKBaT H MHO- 
roGpOHHH ACBMHeCKH 

yHHJiHma. Mo)Ke 6h 

HaH-H3BeCTHaTa BT>3- 

poacaeHCica yqHTejiKa e 
AHacTacwa TouieBa (na 
cmenama, edncno om 
eumpuna 20). Tn pi>KO- 
BoxtH aeBHMecKOTo 
yuHjiHiije b CTapa 3a- 
ropa, KoeTO no^roTsa 
Ka^pH 3a ocTaHajiHTe 
AeBMHecKH yHHJiwma b 
CTpaHaTa. 

B roiiHHHTe cuen 

KpMMCK3Ta BOMHa 

6i>jirapcKOTO npocBeT- 
ho ^ejio OT6ejifl3Ba 
Hafi-rojieMHTe ch ycne- 
xh. CTapa 3aropa, IIIyMeH, EjieHa (c nponvTaTa „flacica- 
jiojiHBHHua")* TtjPhobo, Pyce, HeBpoicon, Bencc, IIp_i- 
jien, dcomie, Tyjma m Cofyun npuBJipmaT c #o6pe ype^e- 
HHTe ch y^HJiHuia MJia^e^cH ot 6jih30 h nemtH. Bt>3hhk- 
BaT h cneu,HajiH3HpaHH ynnjinma. ntpBHTe rHMHa3HH 

OTBapaT Bpa™ b EojirpaA, ITnoB/iHB w TaGpoBO. 

Ot 1 868 r. 3anoHBa CBHKBaHCTO Ha vhhtcjtckh ct6o- 
pn b niaBHHTe npocBeTHH neHrpoBe - CTapa 3aropa, 
ripMjien, ITjiobamb, Ka3aHJi_>K, Tyjma w pp. Ot 1872 r. Te 
Be^e ce npoBOKiiaT ot EK3apx__HTa no enapxnn. Ha tax 
ce o6cT>^K,i]ia yHe6i_OTO CT>^,T>p«:aHHe, __3noji3BaHMTe yne6- 
hhhh h noMarajia, nooiupflBaT ce ycnjiHHTa 3a nocTHra- 
He Ha no-BHCOKO hhbo Ha y^e6HHfl npon,ec. 

Tana caMO 3a hhkojiko fleceT__jie™_ npocBeTHOTO 

ABioceHMe ce npeBpT>nia b oGiiipHapoflHO. To #aBa MMnyjic 

Ha STjjirapHTe m. hchbcht b e^HHeH nyxoBeH pnrbM h non- 
pHHacfl H3KjHoqHTejiHO MHoro 3a (J)opMHpaHeTO h yicpen- 
BaHeTO Ha 6"bJirapCKOTO HairHOHajmo caMOMVBCTBwe. 

HbpBHTe CTbnKH Ha 6 bjii apcKii i a HayKa ca HanpaBe- 
hh naK ot AennHTe Ha npocBemeHneTO. Heo(j)HT Phjickh 
h HanneH TepoB ctCTaBjiT cBOHTe penHHHH. CTe<J)aH Bo- 
ropH^H CTaBa flonnceH qjieH Ha TypcKaTa AKafleMwa, Hh- 

KOJia nHKOJio e H30paH 3a hjich Ha ^peHCKaTa aKaneMHJi 
Ha HayKHTe, yHeHH^T-eHixHKjione^HCT neTi>p BepoH CTa- 



llopTpeT Ha Heo({)HT Phjickh, 
1838 r., xy^o»HHK 3axapH 
3orpa^, njiaTHO, Macjio, 
opHrHHajitT e b HXE 
Neophyte Rilski, 1838, portrait by 
Zahari Zograph, canvas, oil, the 
original is in the National Picture 
Gallery. 
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„Ph6ch GyKBap", 
BpaiuoB, 1824 r., 
aBTop IleTiip BepoH. 
Riben Bukvar, 1824, 
author Peter Beron, 
Brashov. 



detevodstwo (a children's encyclo- 
pedia) by Neophyte Bozveli of 
Hilendar and Emanuil 
Vaskidovich, Obshtoe zem- 
leopisanie (General Geography) 
by Konstantin Fotinov. Gradually 
the writing of textbooks and ma- 
nuals gained popularity with the 
donors and more and more well- 
educated teachers began publi- 
shing original, translated and 
adapted textbooks in Bulgarian 
grammar, History, Mathematics, 
Geography, Religion {showcases 
19 and 20). 

In the 1840s a great many 
girls' schools appeared in 
Bulgaria. Perhaps the most popu- 
lar school mistress of that period 
was Anastassia Tosheva (on the 
wall, right of showcase 20). She wag the head of the Stara 
Zagora Girls' School, where teachers for the other girls' 
schools in the country were trained. 

In the years after the Crimean War the Bulgarian 
public education scored its greatest successes. The well- 
organized schools in Stara Zagora, Shumen, Elena, 
Turnovo, Russe, Nevrokop, Veles, Prilep, Skopie, Tulcha 
and Sofia attracted more and more young people from 
all over the country. Specialized schools also appeared. 
The first secondary schools opened doors in Bolgrad 7 
Plovdiv and Gabrovo. 

Since 1868 Bulgarian teachers' rallies were sum- 
moned in the main educational centers Stara Zagora, 

Prilep, Kazanluk, Plovdiv, Tulcha etc. Since 1872 they 
became eparchial and were called by the Exarchate. The 
textbooks and their content as well as the school aids and 
instruments were discussed at those meetings and the 

teachers' efforts in achieving of a high-leveled public 

education were encouraged. 

Thus the public education developed into an all- 
Bulgarian movement 
after the Crimean war. 
Schools were entirely 

supported by the po- 
pulation, through per- 
sonal donations and 
were governed by 

boards of trustees. All 
that stimulated the 
Bulgarians to start li- 
ving in a common spi- 
ritual rhythm and 

greatly contributed to _____ 

. P Diooyc, irtpBa nojiOBUHa Ha XIX b„ 

the strengthening of r u > D 

° _13paOOTCH OT rlco(p-iT Fmjickm, 

the national feeling. - ipB0 xa p T _ fl opHrHHa - w e B 

The first steps in p HJTCKHJ j MawacTHp. 
the Bulgarian science Globe, 1st half of 19th cent., wood, 

were also taken by the paper, the original is in the Rila 
enlighteners. Neophyte Monastery. 




19 



,!>PI 




I 



IT.P CjiaBCWKOB - „I~a6poB- 
ckoto y4HjiMiue", 1S66 r., 
Uapwrpan- 

Petko Slaveikov, the school in 
Gabrovo, 1 866, Constanti- 
nople. 



Ba HjieH Ha MHoro ©Bpo- 
neficKH Hay^inH flpyacecTBa. 
Cjicb; KpHMCKaTa BOHHa 
npoyHBaHHHTa Bi>pxy ({)ojik- 
jropa ce ofjora nraaT c penM- 
u,a H3flaHMA, cpe,n; kohto 
oco6eno m»cto 3acivia 
c6opHHK-bT „B-bjirapcKH Ha- 
po^Hn necwn" Ha rojieMHTe 
naTpwoTH ot rpa# CTpyra 
OpaTHTa MHjia^HHOBH 
(eumpuna 20). 

flBaMaia 6^jirapcKM 

npO(J)eCHOHaJIHM HCTOpHHH 

MapHH flpuHQB a Cnapa- 
flOH Ilajiay30B nocTaBJiT 
ocHOBaTa Ha GivJirapCKaTa 
HCTopH^ecKa HayKa ot to- 
Ba BpeMe. Ilpe3 1869 r. b 
Bpaujia ce U3rpa»g^a Et>ji- 
rapcKo KHH7KOBHO ^py^ecTBO (npefluiecTBCHHK Ha B*bJi- 
rapCKaTa aKa^CMMH Ha HayKWTc). 

HeroB nptB npeflceaaTeji cTUBa 

npoab. MapHH Uphhob. Ot 1 870 r. 
^pyacccTBOTO 3anoMBa ua H3naBa 
cbom opraH „TTcpMOAMMecKo cnn- 
caHHe" (Giimpuua 20). 

B ro^HHHTe cjie^ KpHMCKaTa 
BOHHa ot yimjiHineH, npa3HHin>T 
Ha Cb.Cb. Khphji h Mctozjhh ce 
npeBp-buia bt>b BceHapoaeH, 

^CCTBdH KaKTO b CTpaHaTa, TaKa 

H B MHOroSpOHHHTC CMHTpaHT- 

ckh kojiohhh. KoraTO npe3 
1869 r. ce ocBemaBa frhjirapcieo- 
to y^Hjinme b ByKypem, to e Ha- 
peneHO „Cb.Cb. Khphji h MeTO- 
#HH*\ Cnope^ npaBHjiHHKa Ha 
y^HJiMHieTo nopTpeTHTe Ha Hero- 

BHTC KTHTOpH VKpaCflBaT KJiaCHH" 

tc CTan. Cera b HHM ce crapa- 
MBaT flCBOT TaKHBa nopTpeTa, 
MO^y kohto na MHoroyBa^asa- 

hhtc Xphcto TeoprHeB h MapHH 
Bchjih (cope, edncuo om eumpu- 
na 20), ^Ba^eceT hkohh ot irtpKeaTa „Cb.Cb. KnpHJi h 

MeTOHHH" H REC naMCTHM MpaMOpHH njlOMM OT OTKpH" 

BaHCTO Ha y^HJiHuieTO. Jl.E. 

Ot cpe^aTa Ha XV b. b^b BepcKO OTHOHieHHe b rojia- 
MOTO CH MH03HHCTBO 6l>JirapHTe Ca nOJXHHHeHH Ha 

KoHCTaHTHHonojiCKaTa rpbUKa naTpHapuiiiH, kohto 
CTaBa tcxch ocJmuHajieH npeflCTaBHTen npefl ociviaHCKH- 
Te BJiacTH, Ilpe3 BTopaTa nojiOBHHa Ha XVIII b., KaTo ce 
B-b3noji3Ba ot npHBHjierHpoBaHOTO ch nojioaceHHe, 
rp'bHKaTa irtpKBa ce onHTBa fla H3Tnaciea 6i>jirapcKHTe 
BjiaAHHH h CBemeHHUH ot KaTeApHTe hm, jx& Hajioacn 
rpT>iiKHH C3hk b 6orocjiy>KeHHeTO h TaKa Aa no^HHHH h 
acHMHjinpa 6i>jirapHTe. Ome b 3opaTa Ha 6i»jirapcKOTo 




KapTHHa „Cb.Cb. Khphji h Me-ro^HM", 1861 r., 
njiaTHO, Macno, ot EtjirapcKoro yHHJiwme b 
Byiypem. 

Saints Cyril and Methodius, 1861, painting, can- 
vas, oil, Bulgarian school in Bucharest. 



Rilski and Naiden Gerov compiled their dictionaries. 
Stefan Bogoridi became corresponding member of the 
Turkish Academy, Nikola Pikolo was elected member of 
the French Academy of Sciences, the scientist-ency- 
clopaedist Peter Beron became a member of many 
European scientific societies. After the Crimean war the 
research work on Bulgarian folklore was enriched with a 
series of publications among which significant place 
occupied the collection of ^Bulgarian Yolk Songs" by the 
great patriots from Struga - the Miladinov brothers 
(showcase 20). 

In 1869 the two Bulgarian professional historians of 
that time Marin Drinov and Spiridon Palauzov laid the 
foundations of the Bulgarian science. They founded in 
Braila (Romania) the Bulgarian Literary Society (since 
1911 - the Bulgarian Academy of Science). Its first 
president was Prof. Marin Drinov. In 1870 the Society 
started the publication of a „Periodical Journal" (show- 
case 20). 

The impact of the education on the social life in the 

country found expression in the celebration of the Day of 

Saints Cyril and Methodius, the 
creators of the Bulgarian alpha- 
bet. In the years after the Crimean 
war the school holiday quickly 
developed into a national one, 
held also in the numerous emigra- 
tion colonies. When in 1869 the 
Bulgarian school in Bucharest 
was inaugurated, it was named 
Saints Cyril and Methodius. 
According to the school rules the 
donors' portraits were to decorate 
the classrooms. The National 
Museum of History now possesses 
nine such portraits, among them 
those of the most respected Hristo 
Georgiev and Marin Benli (above 
on the wall, right of showcase 20), 
twenty icons from Saints Cyril 
and Methodius church and two 
commemorative marble plaques, 
connected with the school inau- 
guration day. L.B. 



£^ ince the middle of the fifteenth century the Bulgarian 
Church had been subordinated to the 
Constantinople Greek Patriarchate. The latter was re- 
cognized as the sole representative of all Christian peo- 
ples by the Ottoman government, the Sublime Porte. In 
the second half of the eighteenth century, taking advan- 
tage of their privileged position, the Greek clergy made 
attempts to oust from office all Bulgarian bishops and 
priests, thus gaining complete superiority. Greek became 
the only language in the church ceremonies. Even in the 
dawn of the Revival, Paissii Hilendarski openly accused 
the Constantinople Patriarchate of the Bulgarians' cul- 
tural backwardness. He wrote in his „Istoria 
Slavenobolgarskaya.": „...out of mere malice towards the 
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B-b3pa>K,naHe b cBOjrra „HcTopH5i cjraBHHo6T>jirapcKa" 
IlancHH XHjieH^apCKH otkphto oGBHHHBa LJapHrpa;jr 
CKara rpT>HKa naTpHapuiHH 3a KyjiTypHOTO H3ocTaBaHe 
Ha 6i>jirapCKHa HapoA: „...nopadu 3Ao6ama, koryyio 
umcuiu K7)M 6-bJieapume ouje om Hcmcuiomo He na3na- 
uaeam na 6?>Aeapume enucKonu om 6?>AeapcKu pod, a 

ece om ep&uicu pod. 
H ne ce epujfcam hu- 
kcik 3a 6tmapcKume 
ynuAiiiua u ynenue, 
ho o6p7)Ufam gcuhko 
Ha 2pi>UKU e3UK... M 
20AMM0 uacuAue 
m^pnum e mun epe- 

jnena om epvuKume 
GAaduuu" 

npe3 40-Te m 50- 
Te ro^MHM Ha XIX b. 
flucicoc, 1849 r., cpe6po, mcrunua hchobojictboto Ha 
no3JiaTa, ^ap Ha ubpoaTa „Cb. 6i,jirapHTe ot 3Jioy- 
Cxe4)aH" b UapwrpaA. noTpe6HTe Ha rptu,- 




Diskos, 1849, silver, partial gilding, 



Saint Stephen church in Constan- 
tinople. 



KHTe BJia^HIIH o6xBa- 



ma TtpHOBCKaia, Ox- 

pHflcicaTa h CepCKaTa 
enapxHfl. ^Chtcjihtc Ha rpa,n,OBeTe ot ^BeTe CTpaHH Ha 
BajiKaHa h no ^ojihhhtg Ha peiarre Bap#ap, AyHaB h Ma- 
pHua HacTOHBaT TexHHTe BjiannixH na 6i>naT 6-hjrrapH. 

TTpe3 40-Te idahhh KaTO iieHTbp Ha 6op6aTa 3a H>p- 
KOBHa He3aBHCHMOCT ce Hajiara LJapHrpajjcicaTa 6i>jirap- 
CKa KOJIOHH5I. HettHHTe p^KOBOAHTejiH HjiapnoH Maica- 

pHOnOUCKH H HeO(j)HT XHJieHAapCKH B03BejIH H3ITJTB5IT 

nporpaMa 3a KyjiTypHO-HauHOHajma aBTOHOMHa h 3a 
o4)HiTHajiHO npH3HaBaHe Ha 6tJirapHTe kuto caMOCToa- 
TejieH HapoA b paMKHTe Ha OcMaHCKaTa HMnepnfl. 

CTe$aH EoropHflH, BHCOKOIIOCTaBeH TypCKH HHHOB- 
HHK H BHVK Ha CO(J)pOHHH BpanaHCKH, H3A6HCTBa pa3pe- 

uieHHe ot BncoKaTa nopTa 3a nocTpoaBaHe Ha 6-bJirap- 
ckh napaKjiHC b U,apHrpa,a,. 3a uejiTa toh ^ap^Ba e^Ha 
cboh K-bma Ha EtjirapcKaTa o6mHHa h npe3 aBrycT 
1849 r. napaKjiHCtT e rtp>KecTBeHO ocbctch Ha umqto 
Ha Cb. CTetjmH b hcct na KTMTOpa. ToBa Hivie e 3ana3eHO 

h 3a nocTpoeHaTa no-KtcHo rojMMa rjtjirapcica irjtpKBa 
- H3Becraa h #o ^,Hec KaTO ^ejifl3HaTa irtpieBa b U,a- 
pwrpaji (na cmenama, 6AM60 om eumpuHa 27). 

CjieA KpnMCKaTa BOHHa (1 853— 1856) h Hs^asaHeTo 
Ha HOBHfl pe(J)opMaTopcKH ocMaHCKM aKT XaT-H-xyMaK)- 
Ha, c kohto ce noTBtp^cjtaBaT BepCKHTe cboSo^h Ha 
xpHCTHAHHTe, 6op6aTa cpemy rptuKOTO nyxoseHCTBO ce 

H30CTpfl. 06mHHHTe H3npamaT CBOH m>JIHOMOlHHHHH B 

CTOJiHU,aTa 3a peuiaBaHe Ha oGiiioHapo^HHa Bi>npoc. Te 

GTaBdT ITbpBHTC npH3HaTH IipeXlCTaBHTeJIH Ha HaUHflTa, 

KaKTO npeA ocMaHCKOTO npaBHTejicTBo h LJapHrpaAcica- 
Ta naTpnapuiHa, TaKa h npe# BejiHKHTe chjth (na cmena- 
ma, edncHO om eumpuna 21). 

flyxoBeH Bo^aM Ha StjirapcKOTO np tj\ CTaBHTen ctbo 
b U,apHrpan e MjiapnoH MaicapHonojiCKH. Ha 3 anpnji 
1860 r. toh OTKJiHKBa Ha oSmecTBeHOTO HCKaHe, KaTO 
npn BejiHK^eHCKaTa jiHTyprHfl bmccto hmcto Ha rp^ii,- 
KHA naTpnapx npoH3HacH hmcto Ha cyjiTaHa, c kocto 



Bulgarian people they do not appoint bishops of Bulgarian 
birth, but only of Greek one. They do not take care of the 
Bulgarian schools and education, but turn everything in 
Greek... And (the Bulgarians) suffer much from the Greek 
bishops' violence". 

In the 1840s and the 1850s the discontent of the 
Bulgarian society with the Greek bishops' malpractice 
reached dramatic proportions. It spread to the eparchates 
of Turnovo, Ohrid and Siar. The Bulgarian population on 
both sides of the Balkan Mountains (Stara planina), along 
the rivers of Vardar, Maritsa and Danube insisted that the 
Greek clergy be replaced by Bulgarian bishops. 

In the 1840s the Bulgarian community in 
Constantinople became the center of the struggle for 

independent Church and removal of the supremacy of 
the Patriarchate. Its leaders Ilarion Makariopolski and 
Neophyte Bozveli worked out a program for national and 

cultural self-determination and for the official recogni- 
tion of the Bulgarians as a separate nation within the 
Ottoman empire. 

Stefan Bogoridi, a grandson of Sophroni Vrachanski 
and a high-ranking Turkish official, succeeded in obtaining 
the Sublime Porte's permission to build a Bulgarian church 
in Constantinople and install a Bulgarian bishop there. For 
that purpose he granted one of his houses to the Bulgarian 
community and in August, 1849, a chapel was solemnly 
inaugurated in the name of Saint Stephen, after the respect- 
ful donor's name. The same name was given to the big 
church, built later and since known as the Iron Church in 
Constantinople {on the wall, left of showcase 21). 

After the Crimean war and the issue of the Hat-i- 
humayun, the Ottoman reformation decree of 1856 7 
which confirmed the religious freedom of the Christians, 
the struggle against the Greek 
clergy intensified. Many 
Bulgarian town communities 
sent representatives to 
Constantinople in order to 

claim religious and civil 
autonomy and settle the 
Greek-Bulgarian conflict. 
They became the first 
Bulgarian representatives, re- 
cognized by the Ottoman go- 
vernment, the Constantinople 
Patriarchate and the Great 
Powers (on the wall, right of 
showcase 21). 

Ilarion Makariopolski 
was the spiritual leader of the 

Bulgarian representation in 

Constantinople. On April, 
3rd, 1860 during the Easter 
service in the church of Saint 
Stephen, he replaced the 
Patriarch's name with that of 
the Sultan, in this way 
responding to the public 
desire and practically decla- 




}Ke3T>ji Ha Ahthm I, cpe6po, 
no3Jiaia, HHejio, kum'liih, 

BHUHHCKa MHTpOnOJIHfli 
Exarch Antim Fs Crosier, sil- 
ver, gilding, niclo, precious 
stones, Vidin bishopric. 
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4>aKTHHecKH QTRejix 6-wrrapCKaTa irtpKBa ot l^apHrpa^- 
CKaTa naTpHapuiHfl. 

Cjico, 6jim30 nojroBHHBCKOBHa 6op6a, GijjirapcKwaT 
HapoA nocTHra Bi>3CTaHOBHBaHeTo Ha HamiomLiHa ra cm 
UMJKBa. Ha 27 (freBpyapw 1870 r. c M3£a,ueH cyjuaHCKM 
(J)epiviaH 3a ynpcuflBaHe Ha Bi>jirapcKaTa eoapxHfl {sum- 
puna 22). 

EioapxHHCKHHT yc- 
T3B 7 npneT ot u>picoB- 

HO-HapOiIHHfl Ct60p B 
LJapHrpa^ OTKpiiT Ha 

23 (J)eBpyapn 1871 r. 
(aumpuHa 22), ce ocho- 

BaBa Ha aeMOKpaTHH- 

HHTC npMHUMUM, 143IIO- 

BJIflBaHH OT 6TjjirapcKO- 
to Bij3poacjieHCKO 06- 
mecTBo. 3a m»pBM hit b 
npaKTHKaTa Ha npa- 

BOCJiaBHMTe H>pKBM CC 

npeflBH>Kfla cMeHae- 

MOCT Ha HTjpKOBHHfl 
noHBT*p3MH Ha pisKOnWC OT TJiafia Ha BC6KH neTMpw 

XIV b., karu^c, c P c6t, P hw rOflHHH OT UtpKOBHO- 
anjiwKauwH, nojrapTjK Ha eioapx HapoaeH CT»6op, kohto 
HocHcb ot >KHTejiHTe Ha CepcKa e HaTOBapeH c bhcihh 
enapxHH. 3aKOHO,aaTejiHH h koh- 
Manuscript Cover, 1902, velvet, TpojIHH ( j, yHKUM H. B op- 
silver appliques, the 14th century . 

v \ M ' ; raHHTe 3a caMoynpaB- 

manuscnpt was gifted to Exarch 
Yossil 1 by the Seres eparchy. 

npe^BH^a BKjiiOHBaHe 
He ca\io Ha ^vxobhh jiHua, ho h Ha npcacTaBHTejiH Ha 

MHpflHHTe. 

Ha 16 (}>e B Pyap H 1872 r. iri>pKOBHO-Hapo,zi,HHflT ci>- 
6op nporjiac^Ba 3a ntpBH rj-wirapcKH eK3apx bhahhckha 
MHTponojiHT Ahthm. Ocbch Hero b Cb. Chhoa ca H3r3pa- 
hh MjiapHOH MaicapHonojiCKH, nancHH IXjiobahbckh h 
MjiapHOH JToBiiaHCKH {ua cmeuama, B/isieo om eumpu- 
hcl 21). KaTO m>pBa HauwoHajiHa HHCTHTyuHH EoapxHfl- 
Ta bo^h h ziejiaTa no pea rpa?Kzi,aHCKO-iri>pKOBHH Bi>npo- 
ch - ynpamwBa KOHTpoji Btpxy o6iH,HHCKHTe npHxo^H, 

H3^aBa ni>THH TecKepeTa, yzTocTOBepeHHJi, KpTjinejiHH 
CBH^eTejTCTBa, pa3peuieHH$i 3a BeHuasaHe h jipyrn otyu- 

UHajiHH £okvmchth (oumpuna 22). 

yiipe^BaneTO na EKsapxmiTa e no6e^a na 6i>Jirap- 

ckoto odinecTBO, ho fjopfjaTa c FpT>uKaTa naTpwapuiMfl 3a 
npnjiaraHe Ha 3anncaHHTe btjb dpepM&m npaBa npo/rtji- 
3KHJia ome ^eceTHJieTHH. Haft-rojiHM npwHoc 3a ycnexa Ha 
6"bjirapcKaTa Kay3a HMa EK3apx MocH(j) I, kohto noeMa 
eK3apxHHCKH« npecTOJi npe3 1877 r. {eumpuna 22). JI.E. 

eAHOBpeivieHHo c 6op6aTa 3a He3aBHCHMa nbpKBa h 
HaitHOHajiHa npocBeTa, ce bo^h h Bi>opi>HceHa 6op6a 
3a nojiHTunecKOTO ocBoGo^eHHe Ha B^jirapHH. npe3 
ijejiHfl XVIII h b HanajiOTO Ha XIX bck Ha TepHTopnaTa 
Ha CTpaHaTa ^eiiCTBaT npeAHMHO xanztyiuKH ne™. IIo- 
pe^HuaTa ot ccjickh BtCTaHHa b 3ana^Ha EtJirapHa, 
BejiHOBaTa 3asepa ot 1835 r., EpanjicKHTe 6yHTOBe ot 
1841-1843 r. h Bhothckoto BtCTaHHe ot 1850 r. ca aceH 



ring the separation of the Bulgarian church from the 
Constantinople Patriarchate. 

Eventually, after a half a century of struggle, the 
Bulgarian people restored the independent Bulgarian 
church. On February, 27th, 1970, the Sultan issued the 
Firman which constituted the independent Bulgarian 
Exarchate {showcase 22) and officially recognized the 
Bulgarian nation in its ethnic territories. 

The first national Church Convention was opened on 
February, 23th, 1871. The participants approved of and 
accepted the Exarchate Charter {showcase 22), based on 
the democratic principles followed by the Bulgarian 
revival society. For the first time in the East Orthodox 
church practice, the Charter provided for a 4 year man- 
date of the Exarch, given him by the National Church 
Convention. Besides the clergy, the laity were also admit- 
ted to participate in the local organs of self-government. 

On February, 16th, 1872, the National Church 
Convention appointed the first Bulgarian Exarch - 
Archbishop Antim of Vidin. As members of the Holy 

Synod were elected 

Ilarion Makariopolski, 
Paissii Plovdivski and 
Ilarion Lovchanski {on 
the wall, left of show- 
case 21). 

Being the first 
national institution, 
the Exarchate was 
authorized also with 
the control on the 
community incomes, 
the issue of traveling 
permissions, birth and 
marriage certificates 
and other official doc- 
uments {showcase 22). 

The establish- 
ment of the Exarchy 
was a great victory of 
the Bulgarian people, 
but still the struggle 
to enforce the rights 
recognized by the 
Firman, was to continue for decades. The greatest con- 
tributor to the success of the Bulgarian cause was 
Exarch Yossif I, who ascended the throne in 1877 {show- 
case 22). L.B. 

he armed struggle for political liberation of 
Bulgaria was carried on simultaneously with the 
struggle for independent church and national education. 
During the entire eighteenth century and the beginning of 
the nineteenth century mostly haidouk (rebel) bands 
operated on the territory of the country. A series of pea- 
sants' uprisings in West Bulgaria, the Velchov's conspi- 
racy in 1835, the Braila revolts between 1841-1843, the 
Vidin uprising in 1850 were clear signs of the growing 
revolutionary energy in the Bulgarian lands. 




HKOHa „Cb. TlaHTejieHMOH", XIX b., 
TeMnepa Btpxy ce,zje<}), cpe6tpeH 
o6kob, aapCTBeH Hannwc 3a 25- 
roAHiHHHH K>6HjieH Ha eK3apx 
Mocm(J} ot acHTejiHTe Ha rp. JlepMHa. 
Icon with Saint Panteleimon, 19th 

cent., tempera, mother-of-pearl, sil- 
ver repousse, gift to Exarch Yossif I 
from the population of Lerina. 
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IlaMeTHHK 3a ocBo6o>KneHHeTO Ha EMrapcicaTa zn»pKBa ot 
TpijUKaTa BcejieHCKa naTpwapuiMH, jiHTorpa(J)Ha Ha 
H. IlaBJiOBHq, 1 872 r. 

Memorial to the Liberation of Bulgaria from the Greek 
Ecumenical Patriarchate, litography by N. Pavlovich, 1872. 



EnHCKoncKa MHTpa, XIX b., MCCHHr, no3Jiaia, ubcthh crauia, 
eMaiiji, K)ro3anaAHH 6tJirapcKH 3eMH. 

Bishop's Mither, 19th cent., brass, gilding, color glass, enamel, 
Southwestern Bulgarian lands. 
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BbJirapCKM BtCTciHMUM, 1876 r., rpaBK)pa 
hb OejiHKC KaHHix. 

Bulgarian rebels, 1876, engraving by Felix 
Kanitz. 




BT>CTaHimecKO Tonue, 1876 r. 7 bt>3- 

CTaHOBKa. 

Rebels 7 Cannon, 1876, reconstruction. 
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chmiitom 3a pacTfliijHfl peBOJuounoHeH noAeM b 6uirap- 
CKHTe 3eMH (eumpuua 22). 

IlpeXO^T>T OT CTHXHHHOCT KT>M OpraHH3HpaHO BT>0- 

ptaceHO HauHOHajiHO-ocBo6o,iiHTejiHO OTH^ceHHe e CBtp- 
3aH c ^eHHOCTTa Ha Teopra PaKOBCKH (eumpuua 23). Ton 
nptB crara jxo n,zi,eflTa 3a opraHH3HpaHe Ha o6iiTOHaiiH- 

OHaJIHH peBOJIIOUHOHHH ACHCTBHH. PaKOBCKH CT>3/iaBa 

TeopHH, cnopeA kohto HaBJiH3aHeTO b CTpaHaTa Ha op- 
raHH3HpaHH bt>h ot Hea Hera 6h AOBejio ao cthxhhho 
Ha^nraHe Ha GwirapHTe h #o OTXBT>pjiflHe Ha ocMaHCKO- 
to Bjia^HHecTBO. CaMHHT PaKOBCKH e ynacTHHK b Bpa- 
HjiCKHTe GyHTOBe h opraHH3aTOp Ha j^bqtq 6i>jirapCKH 
jieran b Bejirpa^ (1862 h 1867 r.). 

To3H paHeH, „H6THH i iecKH" eTan ot 6i>jirapcKOTO oc- 
Bo6o^HTejiHO ABH)KeHHe npwKJHOHBa npe3 jiatoto Ha 
1868 r. c pa3rpoMa Ha neTaTa Ha Xa^^cn ^HMHTtp h 
CTe(j)aH Kapafltfca (eumpuua 23). 

Hobhht eTan b Ta3H 6op6a ce CBi>p3Ba c ^eiiHOCTTa 
Ha JlK>6eH KapaBejiOB (eumpuua 24). B Kpaa Ha 1869 r. 
ot peBOjnoitHOHHO HacTpoeHH npeflCTaBHTejiH Ha 
eMHrpaHTCKHTe hh cpe^H b Eyicypem; e d^a^en Bt>ji- 
rapcKHAT peBOJiiouHOHeH ueHTpajieH komhtct. Toh uejiH 
o6e^HHHBaHeTo Ha ycHjiHHTa Ha 6i>JirapcKaTa eMnrpa- 

LIM5I M Ha peBOJHOHHOHepMTe BT>Tpe B CTpaHaTa, KaKTO H 

noAixyroBKaTa na GtAemo BcenapoAHO B'LCTamie. Bkjho- 
qnjiHflT ce b ASHHOCTTa My KaTO HJien, a ot 1874 r. h Ka- 
to HeroB npe^ceAaTeji, XpncTO BoTeB ce 3aeMa c nofl- 
roTOBKaTa Ha BtoptaceHaTa 6op6a. Ha CTpaHHinne Ha 
H3AaBaHHH ot Hero b. „3HaMe" BoTeB npeACTaBH njiaT- 
$opMaTa Ha Hai^HOHajiHO-ocBo6oAHTejiHOTO Ae.no, KaTO 
npoAtJDKeHne Ha ochobhhtc H^en, CT>3A<msHH ot PaKOB- 
ckh, KapaBejiOB h JIcbckh (eumpuua 24). 

OKOHMaTeJIHOTO CFbCBahX C ,, HCTIiHHeCKciTa" TaKTH" 

Ka h npOH3THnamaTa ot Hea 3aBHCHMOcr ot BOJiaTa Ha 
ny^AH chjih, KaKTO h M3rpa)K,ii,aHeTO Ha Bi>TpeuiHa peBO- 
jnou,HOHHa opraHH3au,Hfl, e a^jio Ha jiereHAapHHfl Anoc- 
toji Ha 6T>jirapCKaTa CBo6o.ua BacHJi JIcbckh (eumpuua 
25). 3a KpaTKo BpeMe toh ce H3AHra KaTO rjiaBeH opra- 

HH3aT0p, P'bKOBOAHTeJT H HAeOJIOT Ha 6*bJirapCKOTO Ha- 

qHOHajiHO-ocBo6o- 



AHTeJIHO ABH«eHHe M 

npeHaca 3a nptB m>T 
iieHTtpa Ha 6op6aTa 
BTirpe b CTpaHaTa. C 
H3rpa5KAaHeTO Ha 
B^TpeuiHaTa pe- 
BOJiiouHOHHa opra- 
HH3aU,Hfl ot BacHJi 

JleBCKH HacTianBa 
KopeHCH npejiOM b 
pa3BHTHeT0 Ha 6t>ji- 
rapcKOTo ocbo6oah- 

TeJlHO ACJTO. IIpH 
MHOT06pOHHHTe CH 

o6hkojtkh H3 CTpaHa- 
Ta npe3 1868-1872 r. 
AnocTOJitT H3rpa>K- 
Aa HaA 200 peBOjno- 

UHOHHH KOMHTeTa, 





The transition 
from a sponta- 
neous to an orga- 
nized armed natio- 
nal liberation 
struggle was rela- 
ted to the views 
and activity of 
Georgi Rakovski 
(showcase 23). He 
was the first to put 
forward the idea of 
nation-wide revo- 
lutionary ope- 
rations. Accor- 
ding to Rakovski's 
theory if armed 
detachments, 
organized abroad, 
entered the coun- 
try they would 
bring about to 
spontaneous uplift 




TlopTpeT Ha reopru Pskobckm, 
jiHTorpaijmfl, Baeiia, 1887 r. 
Georgi Rakovski, 1887, lithography, 
Vienna. 



IlopTpeT Ha XpncTo Botcb, aBTop 
Ieopra ^aHHOB, jraTorpa<j)HJi, 1 897 r. 
Hristo Botev, 1897, lithography, 
author Georgi Danchov. 



and overthrow of 

the Ottoman rule. Rakovski himself was a participant in 
the Braila revolts and organizer of the two Bulgarian 
legions in Belgrade (1862 and 1867). 

That early ^detachment tactics" was just the first stage 
of the Bulgarian liberation movement and it ended in the 
summer of 1868 with the utter defeat of Hadzhi Dimitur 
and Stefan Karadzha's detachments (showcase 23). 

The new stage of the struggle was connected with 
Liuben Karavelov's activity (showcase 24). In the end of 
1 869 the revolutionary representatives of the emigration 
circles in Bucharest founded the Bulgarian 
Revolutionary Central Committee. The aim of its activi- 
ty was to unite the efforts of the Bulgarian emigration 
and the revolutionaries inside the country in order to pre- 
pare a nation-wide uprising. Having joined the 
Committee, first as a mere member and later as a chair- 
man of the BRCC (1874), Hristo Botev supported the 
idea of an uprising and started the preparations of the 
armed struggle for political liberation. In the pages of 
the Zname newspaper he introduced the platform of the 

national- liberation movement as a further development 
of Rakovski, Karavelov and Levski's general ideas (show- 
case 24). 

Having ultimately broken with both the „detachment 
tactics" and the dependence on the will of foreign pow- 
ers, the legendary Apostle of Bulgarian freedom Vassil 
Levski (showcase 25) dedicated himself to the idea of an 
internal revolutionary organization. In a short time he 

rose to the chief organizer, leader and ideologist of the 
Bulgarian national liberation movement, shifting the cen- 
ter of struggle from Romania into Bulgaria. On Levski's 
establishing of the Internal Revolutionary Organization, 
a radical change in the liberation movement followed. 
During his numerous tours over the country between 
1868-1872, the Apostle set up more than 200 committees 
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kowto aanoiieaT ycwjieHa noflroTOBKa 3a St^empTO sce- 
Hapo^HO BtCTawne. rii6ejiTa Ha Bacmr JIgbckh aa 19 
4>eDpyapH 1873 r. iianacfl chjich y,zjap Bi>pxy uajiaTa op- 
ranH3amiH. 

CjieA TparHHHaTa rnfteji Ha Anoc- 
TOJia HacrbnBa flBeroAHinen opraHH- 
3aiiHOiieH h nojiHTmecKH 3acTOH. 3a 
aaiuecTHMic Ha JlescKH e onpe^ejieu 

MJiaziHHT naTpnoT Cretan CTaiviGo- 
jiob {Qumpuna 26). npe3 aoeMBpu 
1874 r. toh npezuipneMa npozrbjmH- 
TenHa o6HKOJiKa H3 Bi>jirapcKO h ci>- 
HCHBflBa KOHCnHpaTHBHHTe KOMHTeTH, 
CT>3,Ha,fl,eHH OT JleBCKM. 

H30CTpflneTO Ha H3TOMHaTa Kpw- 
3a npc3 jiatoto Ha 1 875 r. aKTHBH3Hpa 
neunuTe Ha BPI4.K h Ha BtTpeumaTa 

peBOJHOUHOHHa Opi ilHM3liLUifl. TTjiozi 

Ha TCXHHTe ycHjiHH e H36yxBaHeTo Ha 
CTapo^aropcKOTo BtCTaHwe npe3 cen- 
TeMspH ci>uj,aTa ro^HHa {eumpuna 
26). Oiea H«roBH« pa3rpoM ce CTHra 
no pa3enHHeHHe Ha BPIJ,K h komhtct- 
CKMTe ^cMu,m Ha BirpeuiHaTa peBOjno- 
u,HOHHa opraHH3au,Hfl. 

Ct3AaAeHHflT npe3 1875 r. peBOJiioijHOHeH komhtct b 
rp. TiopreBO nponM^aBa noeTaTa ot BPLIK jihhhh Ha 
B"bop"b^cHo BiiCTaHMC. y6efleHM b roTOBHOCTTa Ha Hapo^a 

3a peBOJiK>uHH h no^THKHara ot H30CTpfliuaTa ce 

H3TOMHa KpH3a, riopreBCKHTe naTpwoTH nonroTB5iT njiaH 
3a o6mo6T>jirapCKO BT>CTaHHe npe3 npojieTTa Ha 1876 r. 
Cnopea Hero CTpaHaTa e paAaejieHa Ha 4 onepaTHBHH 
OKpT,ra. Onpe/iejieHHTe 3a tcxhh ptjkobo^htcjih anocTOJin 
npeMHHaBaT b IrbJirapcieo h 3a hjikojiko Meceua 

BT)3o6HOBflBaT KOMHTCTCKaTa MpOKa OT BpeivieTo Ha 

BacHji JIcbckh. AnocTOJiHTe opraHH3npaT Haw-MacoBOTO 
h repoHUHO 6T>jirapcKO bt>ct3hhc - AnpHjicKOTO 

(eumpuna 27). 

JKecTOKOTO noTyuiaBa- 
He Ha AnpmicKOTo B-bCTamie 
npeflH3BHKBa runpoK Meamy- 
HapofleH 0T3ByK. Han-BHA- 
HHTe npe^cTaBHTejra na cse- 
TOBHaTa oSmecTBeHOCT M3- 
AHraT niacoBe b 3auiHTa Ha 
6tJirapcKHfl napo^ {ua cme- 
nama. sdncuo om eumpuna 
27). Ilpe3 ecenra Ha 1 876 r. e 
CT>3^a^eHa MOK^yHapojiHa 

aHKCTHa KOMHCHJI, KOflTO 

pa3CJie^Ba acecToicocTHTe 
npn noTyuiaBaHeTo Ha bt>c- 
TaHHeTO. OnHTHTe Ha BejiH- 
KHTe chjih jta pemaT 6t>ji- 
rapcKHH Btnpoc Hpe3 npero- 
Bopn no BpeMe Ha LJapHr- 
pa^cKaTa KOH(j)epeHHHJi h 
nO-ICbCHO B JIoh^oh 3aBi>p- 
uiBaT c Heycnex. 




FEopTpeT Ha BacHji JlescKH, aBTop 
leopru flaHqoB, jiHTorpa<|)Hfl, 1 897 r. 
Va§sil Levski, 1897, lithography, author 
Georgi Danchov. 




B"bCTaHHHecKa yHH(J)opMa ot 
AnpHjicKOTO BtcTaHHe, 1876 

T., BT>3CTaHOBKa. 

Rebel's Uniform, April upris- 
ing, 1 876, reconstruction. 



and started a speeded preparation for the uprising. 
However, Levski was arrested, sentenced to death and 
hanged on February, 19th, 1873. The organization suf- 
fered a heavy blow. 

After the tragic death of the 
Apostle a two-year period of organi- 
zational and political stagnation fol- 
lowed. The young patriot Stefan 
Stambolov was chosen to replace 
Levski {showcase 26). In November, 
1874, he undertook a long tour in 
Bulgaria, trying to revive the activity 
of the underground committees that 
Levski had established. 

The Eastern Question came to a 
head in the summer of 1875, thus acti- 
vating the workers of BRCC and 
Internal Revolutionary Organization 
(IRO). Their efforts resulted in the 
Stara Zagora revolt in September 
{showcase 26). After its defeat BRCC 
and the revolutionaries of IRO failed 
to overcome their mutual contradic- 
tions and separated. 

In 1875 the revolutionary com- 
mittee in Giurgevo continued the course of BRCC 
towards an armed uprising. Convinced of people's readi- 
ness to revolt and forced by the deepening of the Eastern 
crisis, the Giurgevo patriots prepared a plan for an all- 
Bulgarian uprising in the spring of 1876. According to 
that plan the country was parted into 4 base operative 
districts. The apostles, appointed as leaders of the revo- 
lutionary districts, crossed to Bulgaria and in a few 
months managed to revive the committee net, set up by 
Levski. They organized the most heroic and mass 
Bulgarian revolt, the April uprising {showcase 27). 

The cruel suppression of the April uprising provoked 
a wide international response. The most eminent repre- 
sentatives of the world public circles raised voices in sup- 
port of the Bulgarian people {on the wall, right of show- 
ease 27). In autumn, 1876, an International Inquiry 
Commission was consti- 
tuted to investigate the 
atrocities, perpetrated 
during the uprising. At the 
Constantinople confe- 
rence and later in 
London, the Great 
Powers attempted a diplo- 
matic solution of the 
Bulgarian Question but 
failed. 

After all means for a 
peaceful solution of the 
Bulgarian Question had 
been tried, Russia 
declared war on Turkey. 
On April, 12th, 1877, the 
Emperor Alexander II 




Koicap,n;a Ha ynacTHHK b 
AnpHjicKOTO Bi>CTaHHe, 1876 r., 
ojiobo, riaHanopcKO. 
Cockade of a Participant in the 
April Uprising, 1876, lead, 
Panagiurishte district. 
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Cjie£ H3nepnBaHe Ha bchhkh /tHnjiOMaTHHecKH 
cpeACTBa 3a MHpHO pa3peiuaBaHe Ha 6i>jirapcKHa Bi>n- 
poc, PycHH o6flBHBa BOHHa Ha TypuHH. Ha 12 anpHji 
1877 r. HMnepaTOp AjieKcaH^tp II onoBecniBa MaHH- 
(J)ecTa 3a oGaBHBaHe Ha 11-TaTa nope^ pycKo-TypcKa 
BOHHa. ToBa npe,ziH3BHKBa Bceo6mo oacHBjieHHe h eHTy- 
CHa3i>M cpe^ 6i>jirapHTe. MH03HHa ot tax ce BKjiiOHBaT 
b peAOBeTe Ha pycxaTa apMHfl. Ot tax e c({)opMHpaHO 
KaTO caMocTOHTejiHa 6oHHa caHHHua 6-bJirapcKOTO 
oni>jiHeHHe, kocto Ha6poaBa Ha^ 10 000 aoSpoBOJiirn, 
pa3npe^ejieHH b 12 ^py^cHHH no.it KOMaHjiBaHeTo Ha reH. 
Ctojictob. BtjirapcKHTe onumeHirn yqacTBaT b 6oeseTe 
npn Crapa 3aropa, npn OT6paHaTa Ha IHHmeHCKHa 
npoxoA h npn npeB3eMaHeTO Ha TypcKHa yKpeneH jiarep 
npw cejiaTa IHeimoBO h IIInnKa (eumpunu 28 u 29). 

OcBeH o(J)HUHajiHO c$opMHpaHOTO 6tjirapcKO 
oniijiHeHHe b xozta Ha BoimaTa Bi)3HHKBaT cnoHTaHHO h 

MHO^CeCTBO Bl>OpT>HCeHH OTpflflH. CtC CBOH HGTH B Bajl- 

KaHa ^encTBaT BoeBO^HTe naHafioT Xhtob h flimo 3JCe- 
jibo, Hjiko MapKOB h LJeieo ITeTKOB, a b Po^onHTe h Ho- 
MK)p^»cHHCKO - „KanHTaH" ITeTKO Khphkob. BijjirapHTe 
OKa3BaT HeoueHHMa noivioux Ha pycKHTC bohckh h k&to 
pa3y3HaBaMH, caHHTapn h npeBojiaHH. Thxhoto ynacTHe 
btjb BOHHaTa e ecTecTBeHo npo.m>Ji3KeHHe Ha 6op6aTa 3a 

HaHHOHaJIHa He3aBHCHMOCT. 

Flo BpeMe Ha BOHHaTa StJirapcKMTe om>jmeHHM 
npoflBABaT repoH3i»M h uy^eca ot xpafjpocT. PycKOTO 
KOMaH^BaHe HarpaacAasa otjihuhjihtc ce c op^eHH h Me- 
j\2am. He 3a6paBA no,ziBH3HTe Ha cbohtc CHHOBe-repon h 
ocBoSoAeHa B-LJirapna (eumpuua 30). 




Ca6a Ha om>jiMCHciia HBaH Xan>KHHHKOJiOB BoGcbckh. 
Sabre of the volunteer Ivan Hadzhinikolov Bobevski. 

C no^nncBaHeTO Ha CaH Ore^aHCoin npenHMHHa- 
peH AoroBop Ha 3 MapT 1878 r. e otkpht ntTJiT KtM bt>- 
3o6HOBHBaHeTO Ha 6 L.n apcKa i a ^p^Kaea. Bi>jirapMA ot- 
hobo ce B*b3pa»oia 3a caMOCTOflTejieH hchbot h saeMa 
mactoto ch Ha nojiHTH^ecKaTa KapTa Ha EBpona.^.A'.-V. 



issued a Manifest and 
declared the eleventh 
Russian-Turkish war. The 
announcement caused a 
general excitement and 
enthusiasm among all 
Bulgarians. A great many 
of them joined the Russian 
army. Among them a se- 
parate military unit of 
Bulgarian volunteers was 

raised, who numbered 
over 10 000 people, 
included into 12 battalions 
under the command of 
General Stoletov (show- 
cases 28 and 29). The 




KoKapaa ct>q 3iiaK 3a otjimmhc 
ot PycKO-TvpcicaTa BOiiHa, 
1877-1878 r., Mecmrr. 
Cockade with a Distinction 
Sign from the Russo-Turkish 
War, 1877-1878, brass. 



Bulgarian volunteers par- 
ticipated in the battle at Stara Zagora, in the defense of 
the Shipka pass and the capture of the Turkish fortified 
camp near the villages of Sheinovo and Shipka. 

Besides the officially formed Bulgarian volunteer 
corps, in the course of the war campaign a number of 
armed detachments came spontaneously into being. Such 
detachments operated in the Balkan Mountains under 
the leadership of the voivodas Panayot Hitov and Old 
Zhelio, Ilio Markov, Tseko Petkov and „ captain" Petko 
Kiriakov in the Rhodopes and the Giumurdzhina region. 
The Bulgarians helped the Russian soldiers as scouts, 
hospital attendants and interpreters. Their participation 

in the war was a natural continuation of the struggle for 
national independence. 

During the war the Bulgarian volunteers showed acts 

of heroism and unbelievable courage. The Russian high 

command awarded orders and medals to the most distin- 
guished among them. Free Bulgaria did not forget her 
sons' heroic deeds either {showcase 30). 

The signing of the San Stefano Preliminary Treaty on 
March, 3rd, 1 878, opened the door to the restoration of 
the Bulgarian state and Bulgaria regained its place on 
the political map of Europe. D.K Ch. 
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KoHcmumytiUH ua KnsoicecmSo Bvxzapusi, 1879 z> Opuzunaxbm e 6 I/AA. 
Constitution of the Principality of Bulgaria, 1879. The original is in the Central State Archives. 




duHcmdeuama 6 Evxzapwi uai^uouaxua My3eu- 
na excno3uii,u% 3a Tpemomo &bxzapaco i^apcmSo 
e pasnoxoyKeua 6 3axa Nq 5 na Hai^uouaxHun ucmo- 
pwiecKu My3eu u odxSaiqa nepuoda om &b3cmano6si- 
Sauemo na foxzapcKoma d&pycaSa npe3 1878 z. do 
o6xfix6aHet?io u 3a Hapodua Penydxuxa npe3 1946 z. 
B meuamuKO-xpoHOxozuKeH nxau rrm npedcmaBa 
doMimupatqiime meudem^uu 6 pa36nmitemo ua 
cmpanama — &b3cmano6^6ane na &bxzapcKama 
dvpKaBnocm, Modepumayumna 6 noxumuKama, 
cmot laucmtfomo u xyxmypama u 6op6ama 3a oa>- 
ityecm&HBaHemo na nai^uonaxnume udeaxu. B eKcno- 
3uu,uoHHume Koxinxexcu ca Skxwkchu 912 eKcnona- 
muy 70% om Koumo ce mxaeam 3a mp6u mm. 



(JF'he exhibition on the Third Bulgarian 
Kingdom is situated in Hall 5 of the National 
Museum of History. It comprises the period from 
the restoration of the state in 1879 to 1946, when 
Bulgaria was declared a People's Republic. As to 
the thematic and the chronological aspect of the 
exhibition the dominant tendences in the country's 
development are represented — the state institu- 
tions restoration, the modernization of the politics, 
the economy and the culture and the realization 
of the national ideals. The exhibition includes 912 
objects, 70% of them are displayed for the first 
time. 



BepAtiHCKMHT AoroBop ot 1878 r. Bwcia- 
HOBJiBa 6i)ArapcKaTa AT>p?KaBa, ho HecnpaBeMw- 
bo n pa3AeAfl Ha hakoako *iacTi4. C/MAaACHw ca Ba- 
caAHOTo Ha TypcKRH cyATaH Khjdkcctbo EtArapwfl 
m npoBMHuwflTa ktaro^Ha PyMeAwa noA rypcKW 
npoTexTopaT. MaKeAOHwa, BeAOMopcKa TpaKwa w 
no-roAflMa qacr ot Oaphhcks TpaKWfl ca oeraBeHM 
noA Typcxa BAacT, CeBepHa Ao6pyA>Ka e AaAeHa Ha 
PyMi>HHH, a rpaAOBeTe IlMpOT, Hum u Bpami — 
Ha Otp6i4;i. IA.3WLU rpaHuuiiTe Ha A^p^aBaTa ocra- 
BaT okoao 150 000 km 2 TepHTopnji, Ha kojito >kh- 
Besrr icbm 2 7 5 MMAMOHa eTHi/mecicw 6i>ArapM. TexHn- 
Te rrpo6AeMw nopaxuaT t. Hap. HarrwoHaAeH Btrrpoc, 
6eAa3aA c a^a6ok Tparas'bM HauwoHaAHaTa hm wlcto- 
pna. HecnpaBeAAHBHTe pemeHna Ha BepAUHCKua 
Kompec npeAW3BWKBaT MacoBO npcrrecTMO abw>kc- 
Hue — noAaBaHe Ha moa6m m neraunn ao BeAMKM- 
Te CHAH, Cb3AaBaHe Ha B"bOpi>}KeHH HQTH h H36yxBa- 
He Ha BtcraHiia (KpecHeHCKO-Pa3AO>iaco) b ocraHa- 
AMTe noA Typcica BAacT TepwTopww (SumpuHci 2). 

npHHHMnMTe Ha A't>p>KaBHaTa ypeA6a Ha HOBaTa 
6-BArapcKa Ai>p>KaBa ca ocbiuecTBeHH d nepvtOAa na 
BpeMCHHOTO pycico ynpaBACHtie b Ei>ArapH*i, 
npoAi)A>KHAO cbrAacHO peuieHHaTa Ha BepAHHCKHii 
KOHipec ao Maw 1879 r. FIoa p^koboactboto Ha pyc- 
KH>i HMnepaTopcKM KOMwcap b bLArapMii ktob Aoh- 
AyicoB-KopcaicoB u ynpaBAflBaHWfl ot Hero C^bct 
(Ownpuna 2), ce nocraBa Ha^aAOTO Ha ycKopeHOTO 
M3rpa>i<AaHe no eBponewcicM o6pa3ey Ha G^ArapcKM- 

Te A1>P>KaBHM MHCTHTyiJMM. 

yupeAMTeAHOTO HapoAHO o>6paHne npweMa oc- 

HOBHWH 3aKOH 3a pa3BT4TWeTO Ha KlIH>KeCTBO BtjA- 

rapw.a — T-fapHOBCicaTa KOHcxriTyijTia [fiumpuna 
1), CbrAacHO ko^to to e HacAeACTBeHa KOHCTHTy- 
HMOHHa MOHapxMii c CAHOKaMapeH napAaMeHT. Yt- 

Bl>pACHM Ca W CHMBOAHTe Ha BT>3CTaHOBeHaTa A^p- 



The Berlin Treaty from 1878 dismembered 
the recently re5tored Bulgaria, dividing the state 
into several parts — the Principality of Bulgaria, 
vassal to Turkey and the province of Eastern 
Rumelia, a protectorate of the Supreme Porte; 
Macedonia, Aegean Thrace and the greater part 
of Adrianople Thrace remained under the sul- 
tan's direct political and military control, while 
Northern Dobrudzha was given to Romania and 
Serbia got Nish, Pirot and Vrania. More than 2,5 
millions of ethnic Bulgarians, inhabiting a terri- 
tory of about 150 000 km 2 remained outside the 

state boundaries. The unfair solution caused 

grave problems and bred the National Question, 
a consequence which marked tragically Bulgaria's 
national history. The dramatic decisions of the 
Berlin Congress aroused a large-scale protest 

movement — letters of protest and petitions 

were sent to the Great Powers and the Sublime 
Porte, military volunteer detachments appeared 
and uprisings like the Kresna-Razlog uprising of 
1878-79 burst out m the territories under the 
Turks (showcase 2). 

The principles of the new state organization 

were realized during the Provisional Russian 
Administration in Bulgaria, which had to con- 
tinue, according to the terms of the Berlin 
Treaty, until May, 1879. The Russian Imperial 
Commissioner in Bulgaria Kniaz Dondukov- 
Korsakov and the Council (showcase 2), headed 
by him, laid the foundations of a speeded estab- 
lishment of the Bulgarian state institutions, fol- 
lowing the pattern of the modern European 
states. 

The Constituent National Assembly adopted 
the basic law of the Principality of Bulgaria, the 
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>KaBHOCT — HaUTlOHaAHTUIT rep6 H HaUTlOHaA- 

hmht iJiAar, ja CTOAnxja Ha BtArapiiJi e M36pan 
rpaA Cotyua (nodxod KbM daxamd). Ha 17 an- 
pwA 1879 r. c cBMKaHo n^pBOTo BeAWKo HapoAHo 
CDGpanne, kucto no npenopDKa Ha pycKOTO npaBW- 
tcactbo W36wpa mbpBw^ AT>p>KaBcn rAaBa b nonara 
hm wcTopvm — 22-roAwuiHvm XeceHCKM nptmu ot 
^apMiijaTCKaTa xepuorcica c^aMUAUii, cmh Ha as- 

CTpHHCKH reiiepaA n nAeMemniK na pycKaTa ijapn- 
na, icmi3 AACKcanA^p I. Ha 5 ioaw 1879 r. kimdot 




3uaxie r uipadomeuo la kmsu Axeiccau&bp I om YL6ieuusi 
KucuMotia npei 1882 2. 1JA A . 

FZ/zg, made for Alexander I hy Evgenia Kissimova, 
1882. Central State Archives . 



U3A&Ba ntpBua cm yi<a3 — 3a HasHauaBaHe Ha ntp- 

KOTO 6'hArapCICO npaRMTCACTRO, HaMCAO c To- 

Aop BypMOB (6umpuua 3d). 



Turnovo Constitution 

(showcase 1 ) . The 
Principality was declared a 
hereditary and constitu- 
tional monarchy with a 
onc-chambcr parliament. 
Sofia was designated capital 
of Bulgaria. Aproved were 
the symbols of the restored 
state system — the 
National Coat-of-Arms 
and the National Flag 
(approach to the halt). On 
April, 17, 1879 the First 
Great National Assembly 
was convened, which, on 




Opdeu „3a xpadpocm", 
TV cm., no3xama. 

Order of \3ravery, 
fourth class, gilt. 



the recommendation of the 

Russian government, elected the first head of state 
in the new history of Bulgaria — Kniaz Alexander 
I — the 22 years old Prince of Hessen, of the 
Darmstadt Duke's family, son of an Austrian 
General and nephew of the Russian Empress. On 
July, 5, 1879, the Kniaz issued his first decree and 
appointed the first Bulgarian Government, hea- 
ded by Todor Burmov (showcase 3a). 

The political life of the Principality and 
Eastern Rumelia is represented in showcases 4 
and 5, Emphasized are themes and personalities 

of undisputable contribution to the historical 
development. You can see painted portraits and 
personal belongings of the most distinguished 

Bulgarian politicians such as Todor Burmov, 

Petko Karavelov, Dragan Tsankov, Stefan 




Todop EypxioS (1834—1906 2.), xyd. — ueu36ecmeu, 
m. 6., nxamuo. fJAA. 

Todor Burmov (1834—1906), unknown artist, oils, 
canvas. Central State Archives. 




Cme^au Cmaxi6oxo6 (1854—1895 2.), xyd. — 
HemBecmeu, xi. 6., nxamuo. 1JAA. 

Stefan Stambolov (1854—1895), unknown artist, oils, 
canvas. Central State Archives. 
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nOAWTHHeCKTlflT >KMBOT B KmL>KeCTBO Bl>A- 

rapua u b M.3TOHHa PyMeARH ce rrpocAeAflBa b^b 
OumptiHU N°N? 4 w 5. AKueHrapaHo e Ha oHe3w Te- 

MM H AMHHOCTO, KOWTO MMaT 6e3VCAOBeH npWHOC B 

MCTopuqecKOTO pa3Bt4Twe. C >KMBonwcHM noprpero 
h Awmvi BeiuM ca npeACTaseHH Haw-H3TbKHaTUTe 
G^ArapcKM noAHTWuw, AorrpwHecAw 3a BT)3pa>KAaHeTO 
Ha A^p>KaBHOCTTa, 3a pa3BHTweTO Ha M3TOHHa PyMe- 
AHii xaTO GijArapcKa o6AacT w 3a ycKopeHOTO pa3BH- 
Twe Ha CTpaHaTa no hbth Ha KanwTaAW3Ma — ToAop 
BypMOB, Fleraco KapaBeAOB, AparaH LJamcoB, Gre- 
<J)aH CraMGoAOB, TaBpnA KpbcreBMH n AP- Te cTaBaT 
ocHOBaTeAM u Ha ntpBMTe uoAwrwiecKU naprMii b 
CTpaHaTa. PeAWua eKcnoHam (n^pBUTe 6 r bArapcKW 
MOHeTM, opAeHM m MeAaAM, nenaTO ot KHJDKecKara 
KaHueAapufl h Ha o6iunHrrre, 0praHH4ecKHHT ycTaB, 

AHeBHHHHTe Ha 06AaCTHOTO Cb6paHHe H CHHMKa Ha 
ITbpBHfl A^peKTOpaT Ha M3T04Ha PyMeAMfl M AP-) 

CBHAeTeACTBaT 3a cb3AaBaHeTO Ha A^p>KaBHMTe hh- 
CTHTyuMw b CTpaHaTa (6umpUHU 2 u 3d). 




Ozbpxuu,a ua Mupo6u cbdusi, xpaz ua XIX 6erc. 
Uo3xameu Me cum. 

Necklace of a justice of the Peace, late 19 th century. 
Brass, gilding. 



Stambolov, Gavril Krustevich etc., who had par- 
ticipated actively in the restoration of the state 
system, in the development of Eastern Rumelia as 
a Bulgarian province as well as in the speeded 




Bxadaxo (uomapuaxeH axm 3a noKymca na Knu^a), 
XacKoSo, 1884 z. 

Vladalo (Notarial act) for a bouse purchase, 1884, 
Haskovo. 

advance of the country along the path of capita- 
lisme. They also became founders of the first 
political parties m the country. A number of 
exhibits — the first Bulgarian coins, orders and 
medals, seals of the Principality Office and of the 
municipalities, the Organic statutes of Eastern 
Rumelia, the Regional Assembly official reports, 
a photograph of the first Directorate of Eastern 
Rumelia etc. illustrate the steps taken to the 
establishing of the state institutions in Bulgaria 
(showcases 2, 3a). 



5 




Khsi3 Axexcaudbp I RbxiapcKU, 80-me zoduuu ua XIX Sex. XydoxcmiK A. Yluompo6cKU, m. 6., nxamno, Hmii. 
Kniaz Alexander I of Bulgaria, 1880 s . Artist A. Piotrovski, canvas, oils, National Gallery for Foreign Arts. 



(V"> "beAHHeHweTO Ha M3TOHHa PyMeAHH c 
KmoKecrBO EtArapTui npe3 1885 r. (6umpu- 
na 6) e pe3yATaT Ha Momno BceHapoAHO ABH>KeHne. 
MaHM^ecTbT 3a npoBMrAacHBaHero Ha ObeAHHeHwe- 
to, AWTorpa4)Rsrra „Q>eAWHeHHeTo Ha CeBepHa w 
K)>KHa B-bArapwii" Ha xyAO>KHMi<a H. YIbbaobhh, ko- 

AeiOJWfl OT HaCTOAHW Bl>3nOMCHaTCAHT4 MCA3AJ1, CHHM- 

i<a Ha HAeHOBere Ha B^ArapcKRa TaeH uempaAeH pe- 
BOAKDLjwoHeH kommtct, HaneAO cbc 3axapw Ctoahob 

W AP- AOicyMeHTwpaT na- 

MeTHOTO Cb6tlTWe. 

t^Xt^^^^^T' FIo6eAaTa Ha MAaAaTa 

SbArapcKa apMM^i b Qtb6- 
**UE^r cKO-StArapcKaTa BoiiHa 

(2 — 16 HoeMBpu 1885 r.), 
no3HaTa b eBponeucKaTa 

BOeHHa HCTOpWJI KaTO 

„BoiiHa Ha KarodTaHWTe", 
RMa peuiaBaiuo 3HaqeHwe 

3a AWnAOMaTMHeCKOTO 

npw3HaBaHe Ha CheAMHe- 
HMero npe3 1886 r. Tosa 
Cb6wrae e mspBOTO Ham>A- 
ho caMCxrroiiTeAHO HauMO- 

HaAHO a^ao B HOBaTa OTbA- 

rapcica ucropusi. KaTO 
ApacmqHO HapyuieHwe Ha BepAWHCiaui AproBop to e 
npeAW3BMKaTeACTBO icbM EBpona w ce npeBpbuja b 
MCTopMqecicM npwMep 3a HaHX40HaAHO-ocBo6oAWTeA- 
HMTe W 06eAHHHTeAHU ABU>I<eHWJI B Kpafi Ha XIX Bei<. 

M3BtpiiieHHHT ot o4>wyepu-pyco<[)MAM npeBpaT 
m nocAeABaAPi^T ro KOHTpanpeBpaT npe3 1886 r. 
boajit ao a6AUKauwjiTa Ha khjh AAeiccaHA>p I. Tpe- 
toto BeAHKO HapoAHO cb6paHHe H36npa 3a hob 
BAaACTeA Ha cxpaHaTa OepAMHaHA CaKc KoGypr 

rOTCKM. np«KO CBtp3aHM C pOAOCAOBMeTO Ha KHfl- 

3a ca noi<:a3aHWTe b eKcno3wm>nTTa XepijorcKM CaKC 



he Unification of Eastern Rumelia and 



Bt> 3no xiename xen 
Med ax 3a CpvdcKO- 
&bxzapcKama Souua, 
1885 z. Ylo3xamen 

6pOH3. 

Memorial Medal for the 
Serbo-Bulgarian War, 
1885. Bronze, gilding. 



J/ 

i J the Principality of Bulgaria in 1885 
(showcase 6) was a result of the mighty nation- 
wide movement, under the auspices of Kniaz 
Alexander I. The memorable event is well-docu- 
mented through the Manifesto, proclaiming the 
Unification, the litography „ Unification of North 
and South Bulgaria" by Nikolai Pavlovich, the col- 
lection of desk commemorative medals and the 
photograph of members of the Bulgarian Secret 
Central Revolutionary Committee, headed by 
Zahari Stoyanov. 

The victory of the young Bulgarian army in 
Serbo-Bulgarian War (November, 2 — 16, 1885), 
known in the European military history also as 
the „war of the Captains" was of crucial signifi- 
cance for the diplomatic recognition of the 
Unification. The event was the first entirely self- 
dependent national act in the new Bulgarian his- 
tory. Since the Unification violated the Berlin 
Treaty it stirred up trouble among the European 
politicians and set a historical example to the 
national-liberation and unification movements in 
the end of the 19" 1 century. 

After the russophile officers attempted a coup 
d'etat, followed by a counter-coup in 1886, Kniaz 
Alexander I was dethroned and forced to abdicate. 





Yep6 ua khsi3 Qepduuaud Caxc Ko6yp2 Yomcxu, uau. na 
XX Sex. Cpedpo c no3\ama. 

Coat-of-Arms of Yerdinand Sachs-Coburg-Gotha, early 
20 tfj century. Silver, gilding. 




YpnecmuHCKU Cane Ko6ypi YomcKu doxuiuten opden. 
Yuuapcxu rephem u onpxue na opden a, 3xamo, exiaux. 

Ernestinisher Sachsen-Coburg-Gotha House Order. 
Knight's cross and Chain of Order, gold, enamel. 

The Third Great National Assembly elected Prince 

Ferdinand Sachs-Coburg-Gotha the new ruler of 
Bulgaria. The Ernestinischer Sachsen-Coburg- 
Gotha House order and the Golden Chain of the 
House of Sachs-Coburg-Gotha, awarded to mem- 
bers and descendants of the family, are directly 
connected with Ferdinand Ts pedigree. Other 
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JipHecraHCKH AOMaiueH opAeH u saqthoto orfcpATde 
Ha Caicc Ko6ypr Terra — A om j c komto ca yApcro- 
ilBaHH HAeHOBe H nOTOMUM Ha ^aMHAHRT'd. M3AO- 
)kchm ca w cKcnoHaTW, CBiip3aHM c >KWBcrra Ha km- 
3a — MeAaAH d *iecT Ha BeiraaBKara My c Byp6oH- 
napMCKaTa npHHueca MapHa-AyM3a, Me 6© ah h 
nopTpera ot yapcKMii ABopey, npeAMera w npn6o- 
pn ot uapcKH/i BAaK h ap- (Qumpuna 7, noduyM I), 

M^oroqureAHO Ra^iaia poAoAio6uBa AewHocr b 
6i?ArapcKHTe 3eMH, ocTaHaAH noA ocMaHCKO Tiro H3- 
BijpiHBa BiiArapCKaTa eK3apxwn ; HaneAo c eioapx 

Pl0CH<J) I. IlOA HeHHO pfcKOBOACTBO TUM Ce CI>3AaBaT 

ybpKOBHW oSiijhiih H ynviAHUja, H3HrpaAH Ba>KHa 
poAH 3a yKpenBaHero Ha GtArapcKaTa HauuoHaAHa 
H Ayx^BHa HA^HTu i iHocT (dumpima 8). 

ycnexuTG jua H/tpicoiJHOTO u iipocnGTHOTo ag ao 
noAroTBOT Cb3AaBaHeTO npe3 1893 r. Ha BT/rpeuiHa- 
Ta MaKeAOHO-QApwHCKa peBOAJOLrwoHHa opraHM3a- 
TjM5i (RMPO). Tlpes 1903 r. T5i opraHM3Hpa u 

p-DKOBOAw repow^iHOTo HAw.HACHCKO-E[peo6pa- 

2K6HCKO BtCTaHHe — BptX B HaHMOHaAHO-OCBO- 

6oAHTCAnaTa 6op6a ca^a 1878 r. u Hati-^Ha^uMaTa 

ocRo^o^MTeAHa aicuMJi r ERponencica TypHHS caca 
anpwA 1876 r. (6umpuna 8). 



exhibits, such as medals, commemorating his wed- 
ding to Maria- Luisa, Princess of Bourbon -Parma, 
pieces of furniture and portraits from the Palace, 
cutlery and other objects from the Royal train etc. 
are connected with Kniaz Ferdinand's life and 
habits (showcase 7, platform I) . 

Extremely important and patriotic was the 
activity of the Bulgarian Exarchy, headed by 
Exarch Yosif I. Under its protection Bulgarian 
parishes and schools began to appear in the lands 
that had remained under trie Ottoman rule. The 
part the Exarchy played in stabilization of the 
Bulgarian national and spiritual identity was very 
significant (showcase 8). 

The successful ecclesiastical and educational 
activity paved the way for the Internal 
Macedonian-Adrianople Revolutionary Organi- 
zation to be founded in 1893. In 1903 it prepared 
and carried out the Ilinden-Preobrazhenie 
uprising, a heroic manifestation of the national 
liberation struggle after 1878 and the most signi- 
ficant liberating act in European Turkey since 
April, 1876 (showcase 8). 





Ojuofiop ua enucKon Cuuecuu (1836—1917), 2xa6a ua 
OdpuHCKama enapxun, OxpudcKu Mumponoxum, 
Ckoucku Mumponoxum, 80-me zoduuu ua XIX 60c 

Omophorion of Bishop Sinessii (1836 — 1917), head of 
Adrianople eparchy, Bishop of Ohrid, Bishop of Skopie, 
1880 s . 



I 




3uaMe ua KpamoScxama nema om HxundeHCKO- 
npeo6pa>KeHCKomo (focmauue om 1903 t. 

Flag of the Detachment from Kratovo, participant in 
the llinden-Vreohrazhenie uprising from 1903. 
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iiiiiiiiaiiimiini 



mi Mapim 



BWlfAPCKM HAPQDEHl) XHMtft 



3A 



IW5IHQ H Cb BhiirAPCKH H HbMCKH TEKLTb 




SCHUMI Maritza 



m—a*:-. • r «. . . tiTu.. . , : . ,.-v ; 



BULBARISCHE HYMNf 

WAVIER m DEUTSCHEM und BUlfiARISCHEM E ; 




B1UENTUM Utr>VKHix 

H.MADJAtLOFF 

LIiCilJH STR H * SOFIA. 



mill mi ■ ■ eh ■ ■■ if mi in 



Ylapmumypa na xuMna „UlyMU Maput^a", Gmopama noxoBuua ua XIX Sex. Texcm H. 3Ku6uo6. 
full Score of „Shumi Maritsa" National Anthem, 2 nd half of 19 th century. Text by N. Zhivkov. 





rizrpflama 6trAtapcKa Mouema S Kusi>KecfttGo EtAtapwi, 1881 t. Med. 

First Bulgarian Coin of the Principality of Bulgaria, 1881, Copper. 



V 




Mamupecm m npo&b3ixucw6aHe ua He3u6ucuMocmma 
na RbXMpua, Bexnm T^pno6o r 22-u cenmeufipu 1908 2. 

Manifesto proclaiming the Independence of Bulgaria, 
Veliko Turnovo, September 22, 1908. 




L}ap Qepdunaud I, nan. na XX Sex. Xydo>KHUK H. 
MuxauAoS, m. 6., nxarmiOf HXr. 

Tsar Ferdinand I, early 20* h century. Artist N. Mihailov, 
canvas, oils, National Art Gallery. 



Bi)3noMenamexeH iqrbcm 3a He3a6ucuMOcmma na 
B-bxzapux, 1908 z. Bpom. 

Cross commemorating the Independence of Bulgaria, 
1908. Bronze. 
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6HBHBaHero Ha He3aBHCUMOcrra Ha BbAra- 

pun e anorenr Ha bt>3xoa>uiiw;i rrpouec 3a bt>3- 
CTaHOBHBaHeTO Ha frbArapcKaTa A^KaBHocr. Caca 
npoAT^KWTeAHa AwnAOMaTWHecKa noAroTOBKa, Ha 22 
cenTeA4Bpw 1908 r. Ha xbAMa „LJapeBeii" b TbpHcmo, 
kh«3 OepAHHaHA I oGHB^iBa fybArapwji 3a uapcrBo — 
cyBepeHHO m He3aBHCMMO ot Typnwi, a ceGe cm — 3a 
&bArapci<M nap (MaHw4>ecr icbm 6i>ArapcKM>i Ha- 
poA 3a o6KBHBaHe Ha HeaaBwcnMocrra) . Aktbt 

OTXBT>pA5I yHl43MTCAHaTa BaCaAHa 3aBMCl4MOCT Ha 

crpaHara ot TypcKwa cyATaH m a npeBpbiija b paB- 



QT" he independent Bulgarian state was afri- 
ts daily proclaimed after a prolonged diplo- 
matic preparation. The act was the peak of the 
unbroken state system establishing process. On 
September, 22, 1908, on the historical hill 
Tsarevets (the Tsar's residence of the Second 
Bulgarian Kingdom) in Veliko Turnovo, Kniaz 
Ferdinand I declared Bulgaria a sovereign and 
independent state and himself — the Tsar of the 
Bulgarians (Manifesto to the Bulgarian people 
proclaiming Bulgaria's independence). This act 





ripa6umQxcm6omo c Mumicnrbp-npedcedameA AAeKcawhp MaMawA npoflvjcAacuAO HC3a6ucuMOcmma ua 

hvAiupua npe3 1908 e. 

Alexander Malinov's Cabinet, that proclaimed Bulgaria's independence in 1908. 



HOCToeH napTHbop Ha ocraHaAWTe eBponewcKw at>P~ 
>kobu. CBTiAeTeACTBa 3a He3aBMcwMOCTTa ca w iobn- 

AeHHMTe 3AaTHM MOHeTPl, B'b31IOMCHaTCAHI4>IT KpTjCT 

„3a He3aBHCHMOCTTa Ha BtArapusi", npe^cTa b wre ahh- 
Ta yHH<Jx)pMa Ha 6tArapcKUTe a,hiiaom3tm h HarpaA- 

HMTe OTAMHMfl, C KOWTO TC Ca VAOCTOflBaHH, CHHMKfl 

Ha npaBHTeACTBOTO Ha AAeKcauAtp MaAMHOB, och- 
iuecTBHAO aicra u AP- (jSimtpUHU 9, 10 u 11). 

M3i<Aio i iMTeAHO ueHHn eKcnoHa™, CB-bp3aHM c 
Af>p>KaBHaTa cwMBOAMKa Ha uapcrBo B^ArapwH, ca 
xpoHT>x Ha LJap Bopwc III ot HapoAHOTO ci>6pa- 
Hue u hobuot A^p>K^ Be H rep6 (noduyM /I) 

C^eAwneHa w HesaBHCUAia BtArapRJi ce 
npeBpi>u|a b HaH-AHHaMH l iHO pa3BUBaiuaTa ce 
6aAKanci\a cxpana b HaMaAOTO Ha XX bck. Cca- 
ckoto CTonaHCTBO e ochobch orpachA Ha wkohomw- 
KaTa. Ha Hero w Ha ftbjjXMBmm npoTeicuHOHM3'hM ce. 
onwpa 6i>p3o pa3BMBairjaTa ce npOM u niAenocT. 3a 



abolished the humiliating vassalage horn the 
Turkish sultan and turned the country into an 
equal partner to the European states. The jubilee 
gold coms ; struck on that occasion, the comme- 
morative cross „For the Independence of 
Bulgaria", the representative uniform of the 
Bulgarian diplomats and the orders and medals, 
awarded to them, the photograph of Alexander 
MalinoVs government, that had carried out the 
act etc., are related to that historical event {show- 
cases 9, 10, II). 

Extremely valuable exhibits, representing the 
state symbols of the Bulgarian Kingdom are the 
throne of Tsar Boris III from the National 
Assembly and the new state Coat-of-Arms from 
the 1920 s {platform 11). 

In the. beginning of the 20 th century the unit- 
ed and independent Bulgaria developed into 
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nepwoAa 1895 — 1911 r. fipnsrT m UHAycTpuaAHnTe 
npeAnpw/iTTin c naA 10 paSo-mwnw napacrBa ot 72 
Ha 345. MpKa A eA4 OHCTpa^Ha[ Ha cTonaHCKnre noc- 
TTi/KCiniii ca yiac'TOCTO na cmArapcKnTe rrpow3BOAw- 
TeAM B ntpBOTO 36M6A^ACKO-npOMMlllA6HO W3AO>Ke- 

hwc b FIaobawb npe3 1892 r. h b eBponewcKUTe m 




B^3noMeuamexeu Med a a om YhypBomo 3eMedeAcxo- 
npoMuucAcno u3Aoxcenue 6 YlxoSduS, 1892 z. Memax. 

Medal, commemorating the First Bulgarian Farming- 
Industrial Exhibition in Plovdiv, 1892. Metal 

CBeTOBHU H3AO>KeHHfl B FlapTDK, AMOK, MwAaHO, 

Aohaoh w AP- b HauaAOTo Ha XX Bex (6umpuua 12). 
Ha otacach noAHyM ca eKCnomipaHW Texnir-iecKHTe 
HOBOB'bBeAeHUii, npeAH3BMKaAM peBOAioijHii b npoM3- 
doactdoto w b bwTa — rpaMO(j)OH, paA^oanapaT &hA- 
rapcico n]ioM3BOACTBo 7 iiienna u capauiKa MamuHa 
„Omrep", TeAe^omiH anapani, chumkh na mpB-aTa 
BOAtio-CACKTpwqccica ijCHrpaAa, oTicpwra b riaHviape- 
bo npe3 1900 r. 7 Ha >K.n. auhmu u niocera, na rn>p- 
BMTe BHeceHM b cTpaHora aBTOMo6uAU, ntpBUii €A€K- 
TpunecKM TpaMBaw B Co<]>uii M AP- (<w<^yA* JJD« 

rijie3 1912 — 1918 r. BtArapuxi ytiacTBa B Tpw 
bommu aa HaijuouoAHo o6eAUH£Hue. no B]>eMC Ha 
BaAKawcKaTa notiHa cLioaenwre apMww Ha BtAra- 
pM5i, Chp6u5i, Pkpunfl u Hepwa ropa (BaAKancKti ck- 
kjs) BOKDBaT cpenjy TypuwM. CBMAeTeACTBa 3a enwii- 
hwtc cpsjKcnvui npra Ao3CHipaA, AioAc6yprac, ByHap- 
™cap, Oapwh, ByAawp w AP. ca napaAriaTa yirwtJxDpMa 
Ha reu. KoBaacD, TCAerpaMaTa 3a npCD3CMancro na 
Oapwh* Tpv&znnn Typciiw aTaran w cabu, cio/AnTypa- 
Ta „ I c noGcAWxa" na MBan AarapoB, chwmkm Ma rc- 

pOMTC OT BOMHSTa M Ap. (6lUnpUHa 13). AoHAOHCKM- 

aT MMpeH AoroBop (17 Mail 1913 r.) yTB'bpx^aBa no- 
6eAaTa Ha cbK33HWLuvrre HaA Typipw.. Te noAyqaBaT 
BCH4KM eBponewcKM TepMToptdM Ha TypcicaTa WMne- 
pw>i Ha 3anaA ot AWHuara Mmam^i — Ehoc. Pa3npeAe- 
AeHneTO Ha ocBoGoAeHWTe 3eMH nopa>i<Aa ocrpw 

npOTMBOpeMRH B BaAKaHCKPifl CbK>3 M npeAM3BMKBa 

HOBa BOMHa. Ha 16 k>hm 1913 r., 6e3 a^ yBeAOMw 
npaBMTeACTBOTO m 6e3 rapaHijHM, qe HHKQa ot BeAH- 

kwtc cmam lye noAKpeim &bAra.pwji, ijap OepAWHaHA 

M3AaBa 3anoBeA 3a HacrbiiAeHwe Ha apMHiiTa cpeujy 
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the most dynamic Balkan state. The agriculture 
was tlic major branch of the economy. The quickly 

expanding industry relied both on agriculture and 
on the state protectionism. Between 1895 — 1911 
the number of the industrial enterprises, employing 
over 10 workers increased from 72 to 345. The 
Bulgarian producers' participation in the First 
Bulgarian Farming- Industrial Exhibition in Plovdiv 
( 1 892) , as well as in the world exhibitions m Pans, 
Liege, Milan, London etc. testify to the striking eco- 
nomic achievements at the beginning of the 
20^ century (showcase 12). On a separate platform 
technical novelties are shown, connected with the 
industrial advance and the new life style — a 
gramophone, a radio, produced in Bulgaria, 
„ Singer" sewing machines, telephone sets, pho- 
tographs of the first water-power station, opened in 
1900 in Pancharevo, of railways and highways, of 
the first imported automobiles, of the first electric 
tram in Sofia etc. (platform HI). 

From 1912 to 1918 Bulgaria tried to achieve 
national unification, participating in three 




Erbmoxicuam^Aeu 3uaK om nocmponSauemo ua >K.n. 

AunuKina CoftuK—TlepniiK, 1893 z. Koyca, nozxamm 
xiemaAj cxbntnfmmu uau%nu. 

Sign 7 commemorating the Sofia— Pernik railway con- 
struction, 1893. Leather, metal, gilding, precious stones. 

wars. During the Balkan War the allied armies 
of Bulgaria, Serbia, Greece and Montenegro (The 
Balkan Alliance) fought against Turkey. General 
Kovachev's parade uniform, the telegram on the 
capture of Adrianople, the trophy yataghan and 
the sabre, the sculpture work „They won" by Ivan 
Lazarov, the photographs of the war heroes etc. 
attract the attention to the epic battles at 
Lozengrad, Liuleburgas, Bunarhisar, Adrianople, 
Bulair etc. (showcase 13). The London Peace 
Treaty (May, 17, 1913) ratified the victory of the 
Balkan Alliance over Turkey. The latter ceded to 
the allies all territories to the west of the Midia — 
Enos line. In distributing the recovered territories, 
however, the allied states broke into grave con- 





„Te nodeduxa", aSmop — HSan Aa3apo6, 6pou3. 
„They won", sculptor Ivan Lazarov, bronze. 

6HBiiiHTe CLK33HMIJH. 3ano<raa Me3i^ r A r yci>i03HMifec- 
icaTa BOMHa. Caca HaMecaTa Ha PyA/VhHMfl w Typun^i 
whB BoeHHRa koh^)ai4kt cpenry EiDArapKLa, cxpaHaTa 
HM w3naAa b uskaio^utcaho tokko noAO?KCHWC n e 
npwHyACHa Aa KanvrryAwpa. ABarrnopaTa Ha 
yap OepAWHaHA I w ByKypenjKi4flT Mnpeii 
AoroBop (28 kdah 1913 r.), AOBOKAaT ao 
rrbpBaTa HaurioHaAHa KaTacrpo<|)a b uc- 
TOpuaTa na HOBa BtArapua. Hayu- 
OHaAHOTO oBeAHHeHHe He e noc 
TuraaTO. 3ary6eHM ca K3>KHa 
Ao6pyA>Ka, HaTO^Ha TpaKRa w 
no-roAHMara qacr ot MaiccAOHM^i 
(dumpuna 14, noduyu IV). He- 

3aBMCMMo ot TOBa no BpCMC Ha 
ABeTe 6aAi<aHCKM bouhm Tepn- 
Topwara Ha Bi)ArapH>i ce vbcah- 
naBa c 15 700 km^. BbArapviTe 
3anAaiuaT BwcoKa ueHa; 3a Bce- 

KTl npi4Ap6l4T HOB KBaApaTCH 

k i4aom tTbp — no 5 3arriHaAH 

BOMHXdKa M 50 000 3AHTHM ACViA. 

Bwapwa ynacTBa b n^p- 
saTa CBCTOBHa BOHHa Ha CTpa- 
HaTa Ha L^eHTpaAHprre cmaw, bo- 

ACHa OTHOBO OT CTpCMOKa 3a 

nocraraHe Ha HanwoHaAHO o6eAH- 
HeHwe (Sumpima 15). 3a TOBa cbm- 
AeTeACTBaT KpncTaAHa Kyna, noAape 
Ha ot KaM3ep Bmaxcam II Ha Bwap- 

CKWSL nijAHOMOUjeH MMHMCTbp B BepAMH 

Kpucmaxna jcyna, nodapeua om Kau.3ep BuAxeAM II na 
Auuutmp Pu3oS, &b\zapcim dunxoMamuuecKu 
npedcma6ume\ 6 Tepuauusi, 1916 z. 

Crystal Cup, a personal gift from Keiser Wilhelm II to 
Dimitur Ri^pv, Bulgarian diplomatic representative in 
Germany, 1916, 




„rio nem na ho)kV\ Aumoipa(puK, 1913 i. XydoxcnuK H, 
AauKo6. 

War scene. 1913, litography. Artist N. Dankov. 

flicts, which resulted in a new war among the 
Balkan Alliance member countries. On June, 16, 
1913, without notifying the government and 
securing the Great Powers 7 guarantees for Bulgaria, 
Tsar Ferdinand I ordered the Bulgarian 
troops to start operations against its for- 
mer allies. Thus the Inter- Allies War 
(the Second Balkan War) broke out. 
After Romania and Turkey inter- 
vened in the war against Bulgaria, 
the country found itself in an 
extremely grave situation and 
was forced to surrender. The 
national unification was not 
achieved. Instead, Tsar 

Ferdinand I 7 s hazardous policy 
and the Bucharest peace 
treaty (July, 28 ; 1913) caused 
the first national catastrophe 
in the new history of 
Bulgaria. In spite of all that, 

the territory of* the country 
was enlarged by 1.1 700 km 2 , 
The prize Bulgaria paid, how- 
ever, was too high — every new 
square kilometer cost the lives of 
5 soldiers and 50 000 gold levs. 
Bulgaria was also deprived of 
Southern Dobrudzha, Eastern 
Thrace and the greater part of 
Macedonia (showcase 14, platform IV), 

The participation of Bulgaria in the 
World War I on the side of the Central Powers 
was again prompted by the idea of the national uni- 
fication (showcase 35). Exhibits like the crystal 
CUp, that Kaiser Wilhelm II presented to Dimitar 
Rizov, Bulgaria's minister plenipotentiary in Berlin, 
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AuMwrbp Pm30b, am4hm Beuiw «a reHepaAMTe Bas- 
awmhp Ba30B h Teopra Toaopob, bochhh Kapro, 

&KATapCKT4 7 aBCTpMMCKM M HeAACKM BOeHHM OpAeHM 14 

MCAaAH k Ap. 

Ha 15 — 18 cenTeMBpw 1918 r. StArapcKaTa 
OT^paHa iia \0>kuuk (JypoHT e npo£>MTa npu 

Ao6po noAe. Pa36yHTyBaAWTe ce bo wh with Hanyc- 
i<aT i>poHTa u oSiiB^iBaT EtArapmi 3a peny6Awi<a. 
Bowhwhikoto BDCTaHwe A° BC:?K A a A° H3AW3aHeTO 
Ha CTpaHaTa ot BoimaTa w ao a6AWKauw.*iTa Ha 

Ljap $epAUHaHA I Ha 3 oktombpu 1918 r. 

HacAeAflBa ro cmht*t My yap Bopi/ic III. 

HhOMCKMjIT AlWpCH Ar° rOBO P (27 HOCMBpM 

1919 r.), noAnucaH ot AAeKcaHAtp GraM.6o- 

AHHCKH (6umpU7ia 16) AOBOKAa ao BTopa HauH- 

oiiaAiia KaTacTpo^a. Atp>i<aBaTa ry6u TepuTopuw 
b pa3Mep Ha 11 278 km 2 , HaccACHM c HaA 

300 000 6tATapM. HaLJMOHUAHMflT UA^aA OTHOBO 

He e ocbiijecTBeH. B npoA^JUKeHwe Ha 27 toamhm 

B^Arapwfl Tpa6Ba Aa M3nAaiija pcnapauMM b pa3- 
Mcp Ha 2 250 000 000 3AaTHH 4>paHKa. 



Generals Vladimir Vazov and Georgi Todorov's 
personal belongings, military maps, Bulgarian, 
Austrian and German military orders and medals 7 

well document that participation. 

On September, 15 — 18, 1918, the southern 
front of the Bulgarian defence was broken at 
Dobro Pole. The retreating troops rebelled and 
declared Bulgaria a republic. The Soldiers' mutiny 
caused Bulgaria's withdrawal from the war and to 
Tsar Ferdinand Vs abdication on October, 3, 1918. 
His son Boris III ascended the throne. On 
November, 27, 1919 Alexander Stamboliiski 
signed the Neuilly Peace Treaty (showcase 16) 
which brought about to the second national cata- 
strophe. Bulgaria lost 11 278 km 2 of territories 
with more than 300 000 Bulgarian population. In 
27 years' period Bulgaria had to pay heavy repara- 
tions of 2 250 billion golden francs. Thousands of 

Bulgarian families had to leave their native 
regions and seek shelter in Bulgaria. Again the 

national ideal of unification failed to be realized. 



ycAOBvurra Ha cAeABoeHHaTa CTonaHCKa w no- 

c/(J AHTO'iecKa Kpma u m H3ry6eH0 AOBepue klm 

CTapirre nap-raw, npe3 1920 r. M3nMHWTeAHaTa 
BAacr neueAU napnurra Ha StArapciaiTe ceAJi- 
rni — BxiArapcioi 3eMCACAcioi iiapoAen cijio3 

(B3HC). HetiHOTO ynpaBAeHne e yHMKaAeH eKcne- 
puMeHT 3a CB3AaBaHe Ha caMOcroareAHa ceACKa 
BAacT (fiumpima 17). B cbOTBCTCTBwe c MAcoAora- 

UQCKMTQ pa36l4paHRfl H9 AAGKCaHA'tp CTaM&JAUUCICU 

3a BOAeiuaTa poAa Ha ceAfliiHTc b Af>P>KaBara, ko6h- 
hctut pcaAW3wpa nopcAwua ot pc(Jx)pMcmi aiorwH, 
3accmaAw auaGoko no-Goran/nx caocbc b crpanaTa, 
b noA3a Ha Gcahhtc IToTBpceHa e noAHTmecKa ot- 
roBopHocT n ca HaKaaaHH BHHOBmiirHTe 3a Hauno- 
naAHHTe KaTacTpo^n. 3aceraaTHTe TpaAHirnoHHH 
noAHTHTecKH napTrai n AHAepHTe Ha BoeHHua c&K)8 
opraHH3upaT npeBpaT h Ha 9 k>hw 1923 r. CBaAjrr 3a- 

KOHHOTO npaBMTCACTBO Ha Aa. CTaM6oAWMCKW. 

C^opMwpaH e KaSwHeT Ha AeMoiqxaawiec- 
Kuii croHop waueAO c AAeKcaHA,T>p LJaHKOR, c 

HIMpOKO npeACTaBMTeACTBO OT BCMqiCM On03MHT40HHT4 

napraw. HosaTa BAacT usEfkmsma ^Kecroioi perrpecMM 
m yGwMCTBa HaA npwBi>p>KeHwuMTe Ha 3eMeAeACKOTO 
npaBMTeACTBO. Ha yAapa e OTroBopeHO c yAap. IToa 
Haracica Ha KoMWHrepHa b MocKBa KOMymdcmTe b 
B-LArapnji rrpMBAw^aT qacr ot 3acerHaniTe 3eMeAeAHM 
h opraHH3MpaT BTjcraHwe rrpe3 ceirreMBpw 1923 r., 
Koero e noTymeHO >kcctoko. M36mtm ca okoao 5 000 
Ayuiu, xhajiaw ca apecTyBaHM n H3Te3aBaHM. Te3M 

KbpBaBM cbbwrw ce npeBpmjaT bi>b boaoaca h Ha^a- 

AO Ha A1>A60Ka H OCTpa KOH^pOHTaUMil B 6T>ATapCKO- 



yfter the war Bulgaria slid into an economic 
and political crisis. The old political parties 
lost credit. Under these conditions the Bulgarian 
Agricultural Union (BAU), the peasants' party in 
Bulgaria, won the parliamentary elections in 1920 
{showcase 17) and constituted a government, hea- 
ded by Alexander Stamboliiski. According to his the- 
ory of the peasantry's leading role in the state, the 
Agrarian government earned out a series of reforms, 




Axexcaudbp CmaMSoxuucKu, MUHuemtp-npedcedamex 
na EfoAzapua, 1919 — 1923. 

Alexander Stamboliiski, prime-minister of Bulgaria, 
1919-1923. 



14 





HlMm _ 



• * to 



Hdoucku Mupen dozodop, 27 nocMdpu 
1919 i. 

Neully Feace Treaty, November 27, 1919. 



Opvxcue om Souuume 1912 — 1918 2. 
Weapons from the wars of 1912— 1918. 
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Ifap hopuc Illy 1937 z. XydoxcuuK K. BacuxeS, m. 6., nxamno, HXT. 
Tsar Boris III, 1937. Artist K. Vassilev, canvas, oils, National Art Gallery. 



TO oGlIjeCTBO, npOA'i>A>KWAa C BpCMCHHM npeiCbCBaHWil 

AO Kpaa Ha TperoTO S'bArapcKO uapcrBO. B eKcno3M- 
UTurra e noi<:a3aHO HacMAwero Kaicro ot cTpaHa Ha 
yrrpaBAMBaiijMTe, Tai<a m ot HeAeraAHara KOMVHncra- 
HecKO-3eMeAeACKa ono3Mniifl. 3a HeroBMTe KOHKpeT- 
hm M3MepeHT4^i CBMAereACTBaT chmmkhtc ot aTeHTaTa 
b ippKBaTa „Cb. HeAeAa" npe3 1925 r., npw kohto 
ca yGnro 150 Aytnw w 500 ca paHeHH, nAaKaTa ot 
o6ecBaHero Ha aTeHTaTopwTe, nyuiicaTa Ha nap Bo- 
pnc III M33eTa npw noKyiiieHneTO cpeiijy Hero b Apa- 
6ai<OHauiKW5i rrpoxoA, Benin Ha y6w™ no 3ai<OHa 3a 
3aiunTa Ha &%mK38t®T3i. MirreAeicryaAipi, HaMepeHw b 
o6ui rpo6 b'bb (^orrr MAideHuw m AP- (Sumpuua 17). 

Ilpe3 1926 — 1934 r. noAWTMqecKMHT >km- 
bot ce CTa6HAW3Hpa. B eKcno3nunara e OTAaAe- 
ho 3acAy>i<eHO BHHManne na noAHTHLiHTe, Aonpn- 
hccak 3a yMTipOTDOp^BdHCTO Ha cTpaHaTa — Ah- 
ApcH Aan^eB, HwKOAa MyuiaHOB, AwMwnjp Tw^eB 
m Ap. (Oumpuna 18). 

Ha 19 Maw 1934 r, HopAiaAHPijrT noAUTM^ec- 
ku >ioibot b crpaHaTa othobo e rrpeKtCHaT c 
npeBpaT, H3Bi)piiieri ot BoeHHwa cmo3. To3w myr 3a- 
kohhoto npaBMTeACTBO e CBaAeHO 6e3 hmto e^,uu U3- 
cTpeA. Ct3AaAeH e 6e3napmeH Ka6wHCT Ha^e-AO c Kw- 

moh TeoprMeB (SumpicHii 18). Hobi^ht poKWM npe- 

MaxBa cbujecTByBaiuaTa noAWTrriecKa cucre/via n cra- 
AaBa MOAeA Ha 6e3naproiiHa BAacr. FlapAaMeHTbT e 
pa3TypeH, 3a6paHeHa e AewHOCTra Ha noAMTO^ecKHTe 
napTRMj 3acwAeHa e poAiiTa Ha Atp^aBara b yrrpaBAe- 
HncTO. AwncaTa o6a^e Ha uiwpoKa noAMTWMecKa w co- 
Hwa/YHa noAicpena Ha BAacTTa vAecHABa caca, hhkoaico 
roAWHH uap Eopnc III Aa ycraHOBH Amen pe>KWM, oc- 

thhha b CMAa ao CMsprra My npe3 aBiycT 1943 r. 

B Kpaa Ha 30-Te toawhw Ha XX b. e noc™r- 
H3T BpTbX B CTOTiaHCKOTO pa3BMTiie Ha Bi>Ara- 
pw^r. IlpoMwiiiAeHOCTTa, T^proBM^iTa, TpaHcnop- 




OiklkoGku om K03Memwtftu apmuxyxu „Aeda" 7 tj>a6piaca 
„Aa. A. KoxcyxapoS" , ocnoSaua npe3 1912 i. 6 Cotpmi. 

Packings for „Leda" cosmetic products of the » Alexander 
Kozhuharov" factory, founded in 1912 in Sofia. 



which affected gravely the interests of the well-to- 
do strata of the society to the advantage of the poor. 
Legal proceedings were started against the ministers 
who had been in office during the national cata- 
strophes. The concerned traditional political parties 
and the leaders of the Military League organized a 
coup d'etat. As a result the legitimate Stamboliiski's 
government was ousted from office on June 9, 1923. 

A government of the Democratic Alliance, 

headed by Alexander Tsankov was constituted, 

comprising representatives of all opposition parties. 
The new government carried out cruel reprisals 
against the upholders of the Agricultural union. 
Pressed by the Comintern in Moscow, the commu- 
nists in Bulgaria attracted part of the concerned 
agrarians and in September, 1923 organized an 
uprising. It was supressed with heavy reprisals. 
Thousands were arrested and tortured, about 5 000 
were killed. Those events turned into a divide and 
caused a deep unreconcilable confrontation in the 
Bulgarian society which continued with temporary 
breaks until the end of the Third Kingdom. The 
violence commited both by the government and the 
underground Communist-Agrarian opposition is 
also documented. The photographs of the ruins of 
Saint Nedelia Cathedral, blown up in 1923, a ter- 
rorist assault that resulted in 1 50 people killed and 
500 wounded; the poster showing moments from 
the assailants' hanging, Tsar Boris Ill's rifle, taken 
away from him in the Arabakonak pass, where his 
life was attempted, personal belongings of intellec- 
tuals, murdered on the strength of the State 
Diffence Law and buried in a common grave in the 

Illientsi fort etc. are eloquent evidences of the vio- 
lence dimensions {showcase 17). 

A partial stabilization of the political life 

in the country followed during 1926 — 1934. 

Represented are the eminent politicians Andrei 
Liapchev, Nikola Mushanov, Dimitur Gichev etc., 
who contributed to the pacification of the country 
{showcase 18). 

The normal political life was broken again on 
May 19, 1934 with a coup d'etat, carried out by the 
Military League. This time the legitimate cabinet 
was overthrown without a single shot. A non-party 
government was established, headed by Kimon 
Georgiev {showcase 18). The new regime abolished 
the existing political system and introduced the 
model of a „ supra-party power". The Parliament was 
disbanded, the political parties' activity was forbid- 
den, the executive power of the state was strength- 
ened. The lack of large-scale political and social sup- 
port for the government, however, allowed Tsar 
Boris III to establish a personal regime, that contin- 
ued until his death in August, 1943. 
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TbT h 6aHKOBOTO AeAO ca b noA^M. Cpe^HWTe 
T^Mnone Ha HapacTBane Ha iipoMMiiiAeHOTo npo- 
T43DOACTDO Ca 7% rOA^UIHO Ti naAMHHaBaT Te3H 
Ha pa3BWTwre /ykp^icaBi/L. HesaBwcwMO ot tobr, 

BtArapwH cm ocTaBa 3eMeAeACKa cTpaHa c tcxhw- 
qccKW wsocrafiaAO ccacko cTonancTBO. To 3ana3- 
Ba Ape6Hoco6cTBeHH4€CKH>i ch xapaicrep M A^Ba 
2/3 ot HaywoHaAHwa hh /\oxo/y C w3kakdhchwc 
Ha ota^ahw MeTaAOo6pa6oTBanjw npeAiipn5iTMH, 
b Aiip>KaDaTa Awncna Te>Ki<a npoMHiuAeHocr 
(Sumpuna 19). 



In the end of 1930 s the economic develop- 
ment of Bulgaria reached its peak. The industry, 
trade, transport and banking were in upsurge. The 
industrial production rates increased by average 7% 
a year, which surpassed those of the advanced states. 
Nevertheless, Bulgaria remained an agrarian coun- 
try of technically undeveloped agriculture. It was of 
a petty-bourgeois character and gave two thirds of 
the national income. Apart from the small metal- 
processing factories, there was no heavy industry 

developed in Bulgaria (showcase 19). 



•hArapwsr yqaCTBa WhB BTopaTa CReTOBHa BOM- 
Ha Ha crpaHara Ha TepMaHwa, HjaAnn w 

5noHM. Othoro ocHoniia ijca e ochiriccTBaBaTTCTO 
Ha MAeHTa 3a h sum oh sah o oSeAMHeHwe. Ha 7 cen- 
TCMBpw 1940 r. b pyMiiHCKwa rps.j\ KpawoBa c noA - 
niicaHa cnoroAoa, b pe3yATaT Ha Koaro rO>KHa Ao6- 
pyA>Ka e BiipHaTa Ha B^Arapna (dUtnpUHd 3 6), B 
san^eTMTe ot repMancicaTa apMwa TepMTopw w Ha 
BapAapcKa MaKCAonna, BeAOMOpcixa TpaKwa w b 
3anaAiiWTe noKpaHHHHH („nomiTe 3©mh") npe3 an- 

puA 1941 r. ce yc r raHOB.HBaT rrhArapoca a/yvuiHwcrpa- 
in/ia w 6-BArapcKH OKynaijwoiieii KOpnyc. nponaraH- 
AUTa o6flBABa TpuyM^a Ha HaijuoHaAHi/iTe MHTepecM 
Ha crpaHaTa n o6eAHHeiraeTO Ha &LArapcKUTe aeMu 

— BeAMica m o6eAWMCMa B^Arapvia noA CKwnrrb- 

pa na uap Bopnc III 06eAHHUTeA. B AeucTBUTeA- 

HOCT Te3M TepMTOpMM C2MO CC 3AMMH MCTpwpaT OT 

BLArapu/i, ho He ca npwcteAWHeHu k-lm um. B ©k- 




nHHHOCOJIO 



If ilt>HA i :itm. 

RHUMHME 

&. C. ASEHLWrb 

MV3HKAnOft> KATKUOIV 

BAPHA 



Tlapmumypa ua Maputo. „Ao6pyd^caucxu xpau". Texcm 
A. BoSeScxu, My3uxa A. Kp?>cme6. 

Full Score of the „Dobrudzha Countryside" March. 
Text by L Bobevski, music by A. Krustev. 
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/iw the World War II Bulgaria was on the side 
tj of Germany, Italy and Japan. Again the main 
aim of the participation was the national unifica- 
tion. On September 7, 1940 in the Romanian town 
of Kraiova an agreement was signed, on the 
strength of which Southern Dobrudzha was 
returned to Bulgaria (showcase 3 h). A Bulgarian 
administration was introduced and an occupatio- 
nal corps was dispatched in the newly-annexed ter- 
ritories of Vardar Macedonia, Aegean Thrace and 
the Western Outlying Lands („New Lands") in 
April, 1941. Thus „Great and United Bulgaria" 
was established. The propaganda declared the tri- 
umph of the national ideal and the reunification of 
the Bulgarian lands under the scepter of Tsar Boris 
III Unifier. In fact those territories were only 
administered by, without being incorporated in 
Bulgaria. Articles of Tsar Boris Ill's uniforms, some 
of his personal belongings and awards, among them 
the Grand Cross of Military Merit order can be seen 
in the exhibition (showcase 20). 

Under the pressure of Germany in 1 940 the 
anti-Semitic Nation Defence Law was issued 
and an ousting of the Jewish population from the 
social, political and economic life began. A deci- 
sion on the deportation of 8 500 Jews to the con- 
centration camps was proposed. Led by Dimitur 
Peshev, Deputy-Chairman of the National 
Assembly and the bishops Cyril Plovdivski and 
Stefan Sofiiski, a mass protest rose throughout 
the country. Appart from that Tsar Boris III 
interceded on behalf of the Jews and more than 
50 000 Bulgarian Jews were rescued. This act is 
highly estimated by the world Jewish communi- 
ty. We exhibit the memorial plaque, presented to 
Bulgaria in 1989 by the American Jews and a 
hanuka, gifted to the Bulgarian president Zhelio 
Zhelev by the American Jewish Committee in 
1999. Unfortunately, Bulgaria failed to do the 
same for the Jews from the „new territories" 
(showcase 21). 





Opden 3a Soenna lacxyia, ll-pa cmenen, cue 3de3da. Toakm 
(xfruuepcKu KptfCtn, no3Aama. 

Order for Military Merit , 2^ class, and breast-star of the 
order. Grand Officer's Cross, gilding. 




Kapma „BeAUKa u odeOuuena BtAzapun", 1941 2, 
Map of , .Great and United Bulgaria", 1941. 
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cno3wipi/nra ca noKaaaHH sasm^htm. ot coem-m vhu- 

$opMH Ha yap BopHC III, HeTOBH Bemn u HarpaAHM 

otatihmh, cpeA kouto BeAMKUiiT Kptcr Ha opACHa 
„3a BoeHHa sacAyra" (dumpuua 20). 

Ooa, HaTMcxa Ha xMTAepi/iCTTta TepMaHM5I, TTpe3 

1940 r. ce npweMa aHTHceMWTCKTia 33KOH 3a 3a- 

iniiTa Ha HillJfW/rra u 3anowRa npecAe^BaHe M M3- 
TAacKBaHC Ha eopefrre ot oGujecrBeHO-noAHTH- 
hcckhji pi CTonaHCKHa >khdot. FIoAroTBeHO e pe- 
IUCHUe 3a U3CGABaHe u ^enojjrwpaHe b KOHLjAarepnTC 
Ha 8 500 eRpew ot BhAiapnji. IIoa p^koboactboto 



As a result of the war, the opposition parties 
established a specific internal front (showcase 22) . 
On the one hand were the traditional bourgeois 
parties, which had opposed by legal parliamentary 
means Bulgaria's joining the Tripartite Pact. On the 
opposite side were the executors of the „ armed 
struggle against the monarcho-fascist rule in 
Bulgaria" plan, worked out by the Comintern in 
Moscow — the underground Communist party 
together with certain forces, that had joined it. 
Police documentation on the partisan formations 
and combat groups actions, the banner of the 
„Assen Zlatarov" partisan detachment, pho- 
tographs of assassinated partisans etc. testify to the 
fierceness of the struggle. 




a ■ 

of 

ulgarift who risked their lives to 

nave ihcir Jewish countryman 

during World W*r II 

U/e nnwinmlriw the ffofocBust 

Twuplu l«m»nvcl of Crt ri \J«elt 
M-y 14, lOftO 
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Xlauemen nxaKcm, nodapen na (roAiapcKun napod om 
AMepuxaucKUR eSpeucxu KOMumem 6 3uax na 
npu3HamexHocm 3a cnacsi6anemo na &bxiapcKume 
e6peu, 1989 i. 

Commemorative plaque^ a present from the American 
Jewish Committee to the Bulgarian people as a mark of 
gratitude for the Bulgarian Jews res que, 1989. 

Ha noAiipcAccAaTCAfl na HapoAnoTO ci>6painie Ah- 
MMThp nerneR, Ha MWTponoAWTMTe KwpviA IIaodawb- 
ckw m Cretan CocJmwckw b crpanaTa cc naavira 
moiuho npoTecTHO /\Bn>KeHne. B pe3yATaT ot ^bvdkc- 
H14CTO, a cbnjo w Ha aacTLnHWHecTDOTO Ha yap Bo- 
pne III, HaA 50 000 eBpen b BT>Arapnii ca cnaceHw. 
To3n aKT e hctkhckh no^Bur Ha 6i>ArapcKPifl Hapo,A, 7 
oueneH no aoctomhctbo ot CBeroBHOTO eBpencTBO. B 
eKCno3MijMHTa ca noKa3aHn naMerHnjiT iiAaKer, no- 
AapeH Ha Bwapua ot aMepwKanXKWTe eBpen npe3 
1989 r. w xanyKa — Aap Ha GiiArapcKna rrpe3HAeHT 
✓KcaijO ^KeA^B ot AMepuKaHCKua espeucicw kommtot 
rrpe3 1999 r. BtArapn^i o6aqe He ycnflBa Aa cnacn eB- 
pewre ot „HOBWTe 3eMn" (dumpuna 21). 




YleAepuua na MAadiuu o<puu.ep om Boeuuo&h3dyuiuume 
cuau na JJapcmOo BvAtapun, 

Cape of a line officer from the Air forces of the 
Bulgarian Kingdom, 

In August, 1943, during the dicisive battles on 
the Eastern front, Adolf Hitler received Tsar Boris 
III in audience. Shortly after his return from the 
meeting, Tsar Boris III died unexpectedly on 
August, 28. In the first half of 1944 the British- 
American Air Forces started air-raids on Sofia and 
other towns in the country as a result of the war 
Bulgaria had declared on the LISA and Great Britain 
on December 13, 1941. A group of exhibits docu- 
ment the dramatic consequences — a photograph of 
Sofia, after a heavy bombing attack, a young officer's 
flying suit and others (showcase 22). 
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riocAeAWija ot BoiiHaTa e cb3AaBaHeTO Ha CBoe- 

o6pa3eH B-LTpeilieH (})pOHT, (fxjpMWpaH OT On03HITH- 

OHHMTe Ha BAacTTa cmam (Sumpimu 22). Ot eAHara 
CTpaHa ca TpaAwunoHHTiTe 6yp>Koa3HPi naprow, 06*1- 
BT4AM ce npOTMB irpwcbeAHHflBaHeTO Ha BijArapHfl ki>m 
TpncrpaHHRa naicr n A e wcrBaiipi c AeraAHH napAa- 

MCHTapHM cpeACTBa. Ha Apyrwii noAioc ca HeAeraAHa- 
Ta KOMyHMCTM^ecKa napTHH, napro3aHCicMTe (JxypMa- 

UMM H TepOpHCTMHHHTe 60MHM Ipymi — M3ITI>AHMTe- 

am Ha noconeHHii ot KoMMHrepHa b MocKBa Kypc Ha 
jjBtopLxceHa 6op6a rrpoTUB MOHapxo-([)amucTKaTa 
BAacT b BTbArapufl". CBMAeTeACTBa 3a o>i<ecTOHeHaTa 
6op6a ca M3AO>iceHMTe noAMijewcicM AoicyMeHTM 3a 
AewcTBH^iTa Ha napTO3aHCKHTe crrpaAw n Gowhm rpy- 
nw, 3HaMe Ha napn/mHCKHSi crrpflA „AceH 3AaTapoB u , 
chumkm Ha y6nra napmsaHM m AP- 

EIpe3 aBrycT 1943 r. no BpeMe Ha pchihtcahvitc 

6hTKH Ha H3TOHHHJI <j)pOHT A&OA§ XttTAep H3BHKBa 

nap Eopwc III Ha ayAnemrHa. CKopo caca 3aBpbiua- 
hcto cw, uapar yMHpa. 

Ha 13 A eKeMB P M 1941 r. B^Arapwa o6siBflBa 
BOHHa Ha CALL^ u AHrAH^, b pesyATaT Ha kogto 
npe3 n-bpBaTa noAOBWHa Ha 1944 r. Co4>Hfi w toac- 
MMTe rpaAOBe Ha crpaHaTa ca 6oM6apAwpaHM ot 
aHrAo-aMepHKaHCKaTa aBwaun*i. 3a TOBa HanoMMT 
rpyna eKcnoHa™ — CHUMKa Ha 6oM6apAwpaHa 
Co<t>H/i, yHH^opMa Ha MAaAiiin o<j)uu;ep ot aBuaun- 
ara n Ap. (6umpuna 22). 

Ha 2 cenTeMBpu 1944 r. e o6pa3yBaH Ka6uneT 
Ha KoHcramriH MypaBTieB, b kohto BAH3aT 
npeACTasMTeAH Ha B3HC „Bpa6qa 1", A eM °Kp^ Tl/1 - 
necKaTa w HapoAHaTa napTHH (tfumpaua 23). noA 

B^SAewcTBHe Ha ycnexwTe Ha aHTHXHTAcpwcTiiaTa 
KoaAMHHii, npaBHTeACTBOTo npaBH onMT 3a npeopw- 
eHTauusi Ha noAMTwicaTa Ha CTpaHaTa iebM Aarepa 
Ha CCCP, BeAWKo6pHTaHHa h CALLJ n 3a Bi>3CTaH0- 
B^maHe Ha noTbnKaHMTe caca npeBpaTa ot 19 Man 
1934 r. AeMOKpaTMHHM npaBa w cbo6oaw. Ha 5 cen- 
TeMBpn CCCP o6ttiis-Lizn KOMHa Ha BivArapw^i m Ha 8 

cenTeMBpn BOwcKnre My HaBAH3aT b CTpaHaTa. 

B r b3nOA3BaHKl4 Ce OT npTdCbCTBHCTO Ha CbBCT- 

ci<UTe BoeHHM qac™, Ha 8 cpeiuy 9 cenreMBpTi 
1944 r. HeAeraAHaTa onoznipw 3aB3eMa BAacT- 
Ta *ipe3 Ai>p>KaBeH npeBpaT. GbcraBeHO e npaBM- 
TeACTBO Ha napTMMTe ot cb3AaAeHWH npe3 1943 r. 
HauHOHaAeH komhtct Ha Otc^icctbchh/i <j>poHT 
(noAHTWiecKH Kptv „3BeHo", BPFI/k, B3HC „Aa. 
CTaM6oAHHCKH ' ' , Coij-HaAACMOKpaTWHCCKaTa nap- 
th», PaAWKaAACMOKpaTwnecKaTa napTHii n Ha h*i- 

KOM „He3aBMCT4MM HHTeAeKTyaAHM" ) , C MHHHCTbp- 

npeAceAaTeA Kmmoh TeoprweB (Sumpuna 23). To 
oGaBflBa KaTO ocHOBHa B'tHiuHonoAMTwiecKa sa^aqa 
11a CTpanaTa ci<AioiiBaHeTO Ha npuMMpwe c A^p^a- 




Hap%Ka6ua xamna c uuuuuaxu „00", 1944—1945 2. 

Band with the FF (Fatherland front) initials, worn 
over sleeve, 1944— 1945. 

On September 2, 1944, Konstantin 
Muraviev's Government was constituted of what 
had until been the legal opposition. Participants in 
that Cabinet were representatives of BAU „ Vrabcha 
l a , the Democratic and the Popular Party (show- 
case 23). Stimulated by the success of the anti-fas- 
cist coalition, the Government made an attempt to 
reorientate its policy towards the Soviet Union, 
Great Britain and the USA and promised to restore 
the democratic rights and freedoms, that had been 
abolished by the coup d'etat on May 19, 1934. On 
September 5, however, the Soviet Union declared 
war on Bulgaria and the Soviet troops invaded the 
country on September, 8. 

Talcing advantage of the presence of the Soviet 
military units in Bulgaria, on the night of 8-9 
September, 1944, the underground opposition 
committed a coup d'etat and seized power. A 

new government was composed of representatives 
of the National Committee of the Fatherland 

Front, founded m 1943, which comprised the 
Political Circle „Zveno", the Bulgarian working 
party (communists), the BAU „ Alexander 
Stamboliiski", the Social- Democratic Party, the 

Radical- Democratic Party and some „ independent 
intellectuals". Kimon Georgiev was appointed 
Prime Minister of the new Cabinet (showcase 23), 

Signing of Armistice with the states of the anti- 
fascist coalition and Bulgaria's immediate partici- 
pation m the war against Germany were declared 
to be the priorities in the foreign policy. 

Under the operative command of the Third 
Ukrainian Front, the Bulgarian army was 
brought into the actions for liberation of 
Yugoslavia, Hungary and Austria (showcase 

23). 35 000 officers and soldiers were killed in 
that war and the economic losses of the country 
amounted to more than 160 billion levs as much 
as almost the entire annual income of Bulgaria 
was. Nevertheless, on the Paris Peace Conferrence 
ill 1946 Bulgaria was not granted the status of co- 
belligerent country, its losses were nor taken into 
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BHTC OT aHTKXHTACpWCTKaTa KOaAHUHfl H DKAIO l IBtt- 

iieTO ii Btn BOWiiaTa cpenjy xwTAepwcTKa repMaroifl. 

rioA oneparaBHOTo noATOHeHne Ha III YKpa- 
hhckh <J>poHT 6i»ArapCKaTa apMMfl ce cpajKana 
b 6oeeeTe 3a ocBoBoii^eHweTO wa lOrocAa- 
QWfl, ynrapwji w Ascxpuji (dumpuna 23). B Ta- 
3W BOWHa 3arMBaT 35 000 0([)t4HepI4 u bowhwhw, a 
MKOHOMMqecKMTe 3ary6w Ha CTpaHaTa B-bSAMsaT 
Ha 160 MWAwapAa ab., koakoto e iiottw hcawot 
TG^uujeu aoxoa, na BtArapna. He3aBucuAio ot to- 
Ba, Ha riapM>KKaTa MiipHa KOHC^epeHunsi npe3 
194b r. CTpaHaTa hm He e npw3HaTa 3a oinoiOBa- 
nja ( A > i>p>icaBa 7 He ca 3a*ieTeHM 3ary6wTe m m He ca 
y^ciRACTRopcHM c npase a am BMTe m npeTeHuwn 3a 
M3Aa3 Ha B>iao Mope. RAaro^apcHMc Ha 3aujMTaTa 
Ma CCCP, cts r Aac h o n apw 3K ic m 51 MMpeH ^oroBop 

ot 1947 r,, Si^ArapcKaTa A^P>KaBa lie ry6n hobh 
TepMTOpww m 3ana3Ba rpaHMUMTe cm ot 1 aHyapM 
1941 r. 

rioA HaTucKa Ha CCCP CAeA 9 cenTeMBpw 

1944 r. 3anoHDa nodcncHHOTO HaAaraHe Ha cu- 

n&remn cou.uaAucTutiecKH moaca b Bwapua. 3a 

ijeATa qpe3 rpy6u u HacuAHiiuecKM MeroAM 
Haw-HanpeA ca AHKBHAHpaira iiptibtjP>kchti- 
Ljwxe Ha crappm pe^cwM w ono3MijMOHHMTe 

Ha BAacrra chaw (6umpuua 24). B 135 npoueca 

c 11 122 noACLAWMM t. Hap. HapoA^H Cbfi, M3Aa- 

Ba 2 730 CMtpTHH npHCLAW HaA pereHTUTe, mw- 

HMCTpwTC, ynpaBASBaAM npc3 1941 — 1944 r., 
AenyraTMTe ot XXV HapoAHo CT>6paHMe 7 clbgthh- 
hutg na uapji M ota^ahu npeACTaBWTeAH Ha BoeH- 

IiaTa H CbAC^HaTa BAaCT, KOKTO H >KVpHaAHCTHTe. 

rio-KT)CHO HacwAWCTO cc pa3npocTMpa m B^pxy 



KOHCTHTyiiMfl 

HA HATOJUMTA POJy&JBOA f»Wir\T«fl 
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KoHcmumyifUfi na Hapodua peny6xuKa EbAZ&pUX, 1947 z. 
Constitution of the People's Republic of Bulgaria, 1947. 



Brf3noMenameAuo nano 3a nodedama na 
Epouupauama 6puiada uad 7 -Ma SS du6u3im „npuuu, 

Quzm'\ 14 OKtnoM6pu 1944 z. 

Panel, commemorating the victory of the Armoured 
Brigade over the 7& SS division of „Prince Augen", 
October 14, 1944. 

consideration and the just claims it raised for an 
outlet to the Aegean Sea were not gratified. 

Thanks to the Soviet union and by virtue of the 
Paris Peace Treaty from 1947, Bulgaria lost no new 
territories but preserved her frontiers of January 1, 
1941, including the Southern Dobrudzha. 

Under the pressure of the Soviet union, the 
Soviet socialist model began to be gradually intro- 
duced m Bulgaria since September 9, 1944. The 
upholders of the previous regime and the 
opposition forces in the country were the first 
to be liquidated through crude and flagrant 
violence (showcase 24). 

In 135 trials and 11 122 accused, the so-called 
People's Court passed 2 730 capital sentences on 
the Regents, the ministers in office between 
1941 — 1944, the deputies to the 25 tk National 
Assembly, the advisers to the Tsar, on certain mi- 
litary and judiciary representatives and journalists. 
Later the violence was spread over the new politi- 
cal opponents — members and leaders of the 
opposition parties. About 3 000 of them were 
imprisoned in special camps, called „ Labour 
Educating Communities". Political trials were fa- 
bricated in 1946—1947 against the opposition 
parties, the Bulgarian Social-Democratic Party 
(united) and the BAU „ Nikola Petkov" were for- 
bidden. Nikola Petkov, the leader of the agrarians, 
was brought up for trial, which marked the climax 
in the liquidation of the opposition (showcase 24) . 

On September 8, 1946, a referendum was held 
of abolishing the monarchy and proclaimung 
Bulgaria a people's republic. 92% of the elec- 
torate took part in the referendum. According to 
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HOBMTe nOAHTHHeCKW npOTWBHWHW Ha BAaCTTa — 

qAeHOBere m AHAepwTe Ha ono3MijMOHHMTe nap- 

TWM. OKOAO 3 000 AyiUM OT T^IX Ca BT>ABOpeHM B 

cneywaAHM Aarepw — „TpyAOBO-B , b3nHTaTeAHii 

oGlUOKJITWJl". CAeA MHClJCHMpaHW nOAMTWqeCKM 

npouecM npe3 1946 w 1947 r. ono3wirnoHHWTe 
napTMM — BPCAn (o6eAMHena) u B3HC „H. 
FleTKOB" ca 3a6paHeHM. KyAMWHarjuflTa b npoue- 
ca Ha yHMtgoKaBaHe Ha ono3MHM5iTa e npouecbT 

cpeiuy HwicoAa FleTKOB (6umpuna 24). 

Ha 8 cenTeMBpw 1946 r. e npoBeAeH pec[)e- 
peHAyM 3a npeMaxBaHe Ha MOHapxwjrra w 06*1- 
BflBaHeTO Ha CTpaHaTa 3a peny6AMKa. B Hero 
rAacyBaT 92% ot i436wpaTeAMTe. CnopeA Q&U- 
uwaAHWTe AaHHM 96% ot tax oAo6p*iBaT peny6Aw- 
KaiiCKOTO ynpaBAeHwe. Ha 15 cenTCMBpH npCAce- 
AaTeA^iT Ha HapoAHOTo cb6paHHe BacuA KoAapOB 
npoB^rAacflBa E-bArapHfl 3a HapoAHa peny6ATiKa. B 
eKcno3HLjHaTa ca noKa3aHH 6ioAeTTiHH ot pe<}>e- 
peHAyMa, opuraHaAeH 3B%Heij ot HapoAHOTo 
cb6paHne, c kowto e o6^BCHa penyGAWKdTa n Ha- 
UMOHaAHHOT <|>Aar c uouun peny6AMKaHCKM rep6 7 
cbrAacHO npwcTaTa npc3 1947 r. AwMWTpofiCKa 
KOHCTUTyuKfl (Sumpuua 24). 

CAeA pe(j)epeHAyMa LjapcKOTO ceMeiicTBO e U3- 
roHeHo ot B"bArapwa. npe3 hocmbph 1946 r. c W3- 
6paHO nipBOTO penyGAMicaHcico npaBMTeACTBO c 
npeAceAaTeA Teopm Aumut])ob. 

n ocAe ahu/it pa3ACA ot eKcno3Hini>rra e noc- 
BeTen Ha pa3BWTueTO Ha o6pa30BaHMeTo ii 
KyATypaTa npe3 TpeTOTO 6ijArapcKO uapcToo. 



the official data, 96% of them voted in favour of 
the people's republic. On September 15, Vassil 
Kolarov, Chairman of the National Assembly, pro- 
claimed Bulgaria a people's republic. The visitors 
can see referendum ballot papers, the original 
Parliamentary hand-bell, with which the republic 
was announced and the national flag with the new 




3(foueu om Hapoduomo cbdpauue, c Koumo Ebxzapwi e 
o6fSena da napodua penySxuua, 1946 z. 

Bell from the National Assembly, with which Bulgaria 
was proclaimed a People's Republic, 1946. 

state coat-of-arms, adopted by virtue of the 
Dimitrov's constitution from 1947 (showcase 24). 

After the referendum the Tsar's family was 

exiled horn the country. In November, 1946 the 
first republican government was appointed, with 
Georgi Dimitrov as a Chairman. 

The completing part of the exhibition is con- 
nected with the educational and cultural deve- 
lopment of the Third Bulgarian Kingdom. 



OAeiuu TeHAeHunu b o6pa30BaTeAHar»a no- 
AMTMica Ha AT>p>KaBaTa ca crpeMOKHTe icbm 
MacoBo orpaMOTABane Ha naceAenweTO u Apcmra- 

HeTO na eBponewcKMTe CTaHAap™. HdKAtOHmcmd 
poAii b Ta3H iiacoi<a HMa BwapcKOTO khtokobho 
Appi<ecTBO, npeo6pa3yBaHO npe3 1911 r. b Bwap- 
cKa aKaAeMHH Ha HayKHTC [6umpuHd 26). Han- 

3Ha4HTeAHOTO AOCTH>KeHHe Ha HayHHRH >KWBOT B 

B^Arapwii e OTKpwBaHeTO npe3 1888 r. Ha Co- 
^)HWCKPtfl yHWBepcwTeT, kowto sano^Ba a& CTj3A^Ba 
Ha poAHa no^Ba ymiTeAM, yqeHw w oGinecTBeHWHTi 
{fiumpuna 25, noduyM V). C p-bKonwcHw TpyAOBe, 
Aa6opaTopHH npu6opH, awiiaomh, otahhur, Harpa- 
AM w AP- ca npeACTaBeHM hhkom ot Haft-BHAHHTe 
yneHM Ha BiiArapHfl — HCTopwia/r npocj). BacuA 
3AaTapcicH, xmmmkt»t npotj). ITeHiio PawicoB, apyeo- 
AorBT npo$. BorAan <£uaob h Ap. 

Oiue ot icpaa Ha XIX b. HauaAHOTO o6pa30Ba- 
nue b BTbArapua e 3aAtA>KWTeAHo u 6e3nAaTHo u ce 
H3Atp>Ka ot Atp>KaBaTa. Ho BpeMe na ynpaBAeHMe- 



he leading tendency in state education po- 
licy was the liquidation of the mass illitera- 
cy and reaching of the European standards. The 
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Amuaom na npo(p. bozOan $uao$ da ydvcmvH&anemv 

My c mumxama noHemeu dojemop na yHuSepcuniema S 
Yladya, Vimaxusi, 1942 2. 

Prof, Bogdan Films Diploma, conferring him the title 
of a honor able doctor of the University in Padua, Italy, 
1942. 
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Aukmu 6eu$u na npotp. Eacim 3xamapcKU. 
Personal helongings of Prof. Vassil ZlatarslH. 

to Ha B3HC (1921 r.) 3aAT>A>KnTeAHo u 6e3riAaTHO 

CTaRa M OCHOBHOTO o6pa30EaHl4C (lTbpBl/1 — TpCTM 

nporMMHaswaAeH kasc). B eiccnoauijmiTa ca ioao- 

>kohh y*ie6HH noMaraAa, v^hhith M tctp^akh, ot- 

ueru ruiMHaniii/i, chmmkm Ha yyeHMUii m ymiTeAU 
err cawthwtc flTDpBa MMCKa. w EhipBa AeBWHCCKa 

ruMiia3uu b Co$wji, ocHOBonoAarain ai<T 3a crpoe- 

>ica Ha cq^a^aTa Ha ym/iAi/inje „Heo(J)i4T Pmackm" b 
Cofynn n Ap. (6umpuna 26). 

OrBOpciia khm cnponcwcKWTe pi cbcto dhm Te 
nocTu>KeHua 7 6i>ArapcicaTa KyATypa ce M^^wra Ha 

no-BWCOKO paBHwnje. Gii3AaBaT ce peAHua npo(J)c- 
cwoHaAHM icyATypH M MHCTTMTyTjMM — Teartp, onepa, 

onepera, 6aAeT, khho, MV3en, 6w6AHOTeKH n Ap. 

BliArapCKMTC TBOpni/1 pcaAI43MpaT 3Ha4MTCAHM 
1 IOCT 1/DKCH WM , BnWCaAM CC R 3AaTHMSI c]lOHA Ha HaTJM- 

oiiaAiiaTa KyATypa. 

OrpoMeH rrpMHoc 3a npi4o6inaBaHeTO Ha crpaHa- 
Ta icfiM CBponcwcicaTa yMBWAW3aywii MMa &bArap- 
cicaTa AWTcpaTypa. c c Haft-BwcoKM nocn/Dice- 
jmn b KyATypHOTO tm pa^BWTwc. Pcawuh TaAaHTAw bm 
uucATeAu u noero (MnaH Ba30B, Aacko KoHCTarrra- 
hor 7 neun flROpOR ; nt?Hno CAaBeUKOB 7 ^MMUO fi^G- 
6eAflHOB, Eamh IleAMH 7 Mop^an Morkor, Teo Mhagr, 
Crotamh Muhkor, KupwA XpucTOR, HuKOAa Banya- 

pOB, ATaHaC AaA^CB 14 Ap.) Cb3AaBaT TBOp6l4, komto 
ca KAacuKaTa b HaunoHaAHaTa hm AHTepaTypa. 4acT 

OT T*IX Mep^IT pbCT C eBpOneWCKMTe H CBeTOBHMTe 

nocTM>KeHT45i. B eKcno3MijM5iTa ca noKasaHM rrpoM.3- 
BeAeHPia w nopTpero Ha TBopuHTe, rrbpsoTO H3AaHwe 
Ha poMaHa „]~Ioa wroTo", BenjM Ha macaTeAa Aacko 

KoHCTaHTPlHOB H OpMITlHaA OT pbKOnidCa Ha ITbTenM- 

ca My „Ao HuKaro m Ha3aA", chmmkm Ha AHTepaTyp- 
HMTe KptroBe „MwchA" u „3AaTopor", npeAMerH, 
noA3BaHM ot noerecaTa EAwcaBeTa BarpaHa u Ap- 
(6umpuna 28). 



Bulganan Literary Society, since 1911 — the 
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences played an extreme- 
ly important part in this respect (showcase 26). 
The most significant achievement of the Bulgarian 
scientific activities was the foundation of the 
University of Sofia in 1888 in which future tea- 
chers, scientists and public men and women were 
educated and trained (showcase 25, platform V). 
Manuscript works, laboratory instruments, certifi- 
cates, awards etc. belonging to some of the most 
distinguished scientists in Bulgaria — the histori- 
an Prof. Vassil Zlatarski, Prof. Pencho Raikov, the 
founder of the organic chemistry in Bulgaria, the 
archaeologist Prof. Bogdan Filov and others. 

Even m the end of the 19 1 ^ century the first 
stage of the primary education (5 — 8 years of age) 
was compulsory and free of charge, the schools 
being provided for by the state. During the BAU's 
rule (1921) the next stage (9 — 11 years of age) 
also became compulsory and free of charge. 
Various teaching aids, textbooks and notebooks, 
school annual reports, photographs of students 
and teachers of the two elite First Secondary 
Schools for boys and for girls in Sofia, the buil- 
ding permit of „Neophite Rilski" school in Sofia 

etc. are exhibited (showcase 26). 

Having opened itself to the European and 
world achievements, the Bulgarian culture rose 
to a higher level. A number of professional insti- 
tutions of culture — theater, opera, operetta, bal- 
let, cinema, museums, libraries etc. were estab- 
lished. The Bulgarian creators achieved outstan- 
ding results and entered the gold fund of the 
national culture. 

The Bulgarian literature contributed great- 
ly to the country's adherence to the European 
civilization values. It realized the greatest suc- 
cesses in the cultural advance. Many talented 
writers and poets — Ivan Vazov, Aleko 
Konstantinov, Elin Pelin, Peyu Yavorov, Yordan 
Yovkov, Pencho Slaveikov, Svethn Mmkov, Kiril 
Hristov, Nikola Vaptsarov and others — became 
the classics of the national literature. Some of 
them elevated its standards to match the highest 

achievements of the European and world litera- 
ture. Portraits and works of Bulgarian writers, 
the first edition of the classical novel „ Under the 
yoke", personal belongings of Aleko 
Konstantinov and the hand-written original of 
his travel notes „To Chicago and back", pho- 
tographs of the literary circles „Missul" and 
„Zlatorog", personal objects of Elissaveta 
Bagriana, the famous Bulgarian poetess etc. are 
among the exhibits (showcase 28). 
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HanaAOTO Ha G^ArapCKHJi npocf)ecMOHaAeH 
TeaTbp, (J)nHaHcwpaH ot Af>P>KaBaTa, ce nocraBa 
npe3 1883 r. b IIaobawb c npeACTaBAeHMaTa Ha TeaT- 
paAHaTa Tpyna HaneAO CbC Cretan TIotiob. 4acT ot 
HewHMTe ^LveHOBe CB3AaBaT rrpe3 1904 r. „B , LArapcKw 
HapoAeH TeaTbp", kowto b HaqaAOTO Ha 1907 r. e 

HacTaHeH b cneywaAHO nocTpoeHaTa crpaAa Ha 
AHeuiHPiH HapoAeH TeaTbp b Co^wa. Ha uMirpoBH- 

3MpaHaTa „CljeHa" M B^B BWTpUHHTe 3pMTeAJIT MO>Ke 

Aa bmaw a4)Hmn ot TeaTpaAHM npeACTaBAeHMii, opw- 
ruHaAHM cyeHorpa<|)CKM npoeicra Ha M3BecTHRa TeaT- 
paAeH xyAO>KHMK AAeKcaHAtp Mwachkob, chhmkw, 
no3ApaBMTeAHH appeal, A° K y MeHTll > BeiHM m cye- 
uumivi koctiomm Ha AApwaHa ByAeBcica, Kpbcno Ca- 
pa4>OB, CaBa OrrtaHOB, 3AamHa HeACBa, EAeHa Ciie- 
>KHHa h ap- {6iimpima 27, nodxiyu VI). 

PeAwya aprwcTM npeMi/maBaT ot TeaTbpa b km- 
hoto vs. ce Hape>KAaT cpeA cb3AaTeAWTe Ha TOBa ho- 
bo H3KycrBO. HauHOHaAHara KHHeMarorpa^na ce 3a- 
pa>i<Aa npe3 1910 r., KoraTO ce Chs^amT ntpauTe 

XpOHMKaAHO-AOKyMeHTaAHM ^)MAMM. n^pBRHT 6l>A- 

rapcKH wrpaAeH 4>ham ^-LArapaH e raAaHr", a^ao Ha 



ZlHECfc 




YbuiKam 3a ftbxiapo-ymapcKiisi (jmx\i „]43numamie" , 

1934 z. ■ '■ -; 

Poster for the „Ordeal", a Bulgaro-Hungarian film, 1934. 

„6aiuaTa Ha 6i>ArapcKOTO kmho" BacuA Tchaob (6wn- 
pitHci 27) ce npcDiceicn/ipa Ha 13 SHyapu 1915 r. J\o 
1944 r. b BtArapua ca nocrpoeHM 213 KWHOTearpn, 
noceiuaBaHT4 cpeAHO toahhiho ot 13 mah. 3pnTeAM. 



Beiuu ua noemecama Exuca6ema Bmpaua (1593— 
1993). 

Belongings of the poetess EUssaveta Bagrlana 
(1893—1993). 

The state-subsidized professional theater 

made a good start in 1883 in Plovdiv with the per- 
formances of the first theater company, headed by 

Stefan Popov. Part of the company members, who 

had come and stayed in Sofia, erected the thcater- 

house (the wooden „Osnova" theatre on the site 
of today's National Theater) by themselves and 
named the company „Sulza i smyah" (Tears and 

laughter). In 1904 the company was renamed the 
Bulgarian National Theater and moved to the 

National Theater building, which was solemnly 
opened on January 7 3. Both on the improvised 
„ stage" and in the museum showcases, you can see 
posters of theatrical performances, the famous 
scene painter Alexander Milenkov's original sce- 
nary projects, photographs, congratulation cards, 

personal belongings and stage costumes of Adriana 

Budevska, Krustyu Sarafov, Sava Ognyanov, 
Zlatina Nedeva 7 Elena Snezhina etc. (showcase' 
27, platform VI). 

Many theater actors turned to the cinema 

and joined the first founders of the new Bulgarian 
art of film-making. The National cinematography 
came into being in 1910, when the first newsreels 
and documentaries were produced. The first 
Bulgarian feature film „Bulgar Man is Gallant" by 
Vassil Gendov, „the father of the Bulgarian film- 
making" [showcase 27) was released on January 
13, 1915. Until 1944 in Bulgaria 213 cinema the- 
aters were visited by 13 million film attendants 
average yearly, 42 feature films and several hun- 
dreds of newsreels and shorts were made. 

The foundations of tne professional opera 
theater in Bulgaria were laid in 1890 by the 
Operatic Division of the Metropolitan Drama and 
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UpoHODeAeHH ca 42 iirpaAiifi h iwkoakoctothii Kb- 
C0MeTpa>KHH <J>hamu h KuiionperAeAH. 

Ha^aAOTO Ha npo^ecMOHOAHTiH onepen xea- 

rtp b Ewapwfl ce nocranji npe3 1890 r. ot Onep- 

HOTO OT^eAeHDlC KtM CTOAWHHaTa AlpAMaTMHeCKQ- 

oncpua Tpyna c y^acrwe Ha GijArapcKH h i ieniKW ap- 
twcth. Ilpe3 1908 r. e c<j)opMHpaHa E-bArapcKa 
onepHa Apy>i<:6a, kohto npe3 1922 r. npeMWHaBa Ha 
w3Apb>KKa Ha Aijp>KaDHTi?i 6ioA>KeT w. ce irpewMeHyBa 
b HapoAHa onepa. Chmmkm, AOKyMeHra m HarpaAHw 

OTAMHMil (SumpUHCl 29) MAIOCTpMpaT TBOpHeCKWTe 

nociWKCHvui na toacmhtc 6i)ArapcKw onepHH neBHW 
Mi3UH ByAiie, Gre$aH MaKeA°HCKw, ITeTtp Pauses, 
XpucTHHa Mop^oaa, EAena HuKOAau u ap> kohto 
ce Hape>KAaT aoctohho ao ToraBaiiiHUTe eBponeucKn 

H CBCTOBHH BLpXOBC B >Kaiipa. 

ripe3 1927 T,, nOA FbKOBOACTBOTO Ha HeMCKHil 

Bi33nHTaHHK AHacTac nerpoB b HapoAHaTa onepa e 
ci)3AaAeHa mipBara npoc|)ecwoHaAiia GaAe-raa 
Tpyna. Plpea 1928 r. e nocTafieHa m irbpuara npo- 

4>ecH0HaAHa 6aAeTHa nocTaHOBKa y Hac — ^aAen/r 

;; KoTieAM5r" ot AeoH /^cauB. CneuwaAHo mmcto b 
eKcno3wipi?iTa e OTAeAeHO Ha Han-H3fiBeHaTa 6i)Arap- 

ci<a SaAepuHa b nepnoAa ao 1946 r, — HaAe>i<Aa 

BiiHapoBa (dumpuHa 29). 

Ha^aAOTO Ha GiwYrapcici/ifl npocJjecwoHaAeH 
onepeTeH Teaitp ce nocTaB£ ot AHreA CAaAKapoB 

Ha 10 <}>eBpyapH 1918 r. c nocTaHOBKaTa Ha „Map- 
KM3 Bohcam" ot AeAMHrep. 3a pa3AMica ot TeaTbpa, 
onepaTa u 6aAeTa, onepeTaTa ce pa3BUBa u3kak>*iu- 
tcaho Kara ^acTHo acao. CTjHjccTByBarijFiTe Koone- 
paTMBHM onepeTHM TeaTpi/i ca oAtp^icaBeHM npe3 



Opera Company m which Bulgarian and Czech 
actors participated. In 1908 the Bulgarian Opera 
Society was founded in Sofia. Since 1922 the Society 
became a state-subsidized theater and was named 
People's Opera. Photographs and awards (showcase 
29), illustrate the achievements of the great 
Bulgarian opera singers Ivan Vulpe, Stefan 
Makedonski, Peter Raichev, Hristina Morfova, Elena 
Nikolai etc. some of them reaching the European 
and the world highest standards in the genre. 

In 1927 under the direction of Anastas Petrov, 
a Berlin trained dancer, ballet-master and stage- 
director, the first Bulgarian professional ballet 
company was formed in the People's Opera. In 
1928 Anastas Petrov staged „CoppeUa 11 by Leo 
Delibes, the first professional ballet performance. 
Nadczhda Vinarova was the most eminent 
Bulgarian ballet dancer until 1946 (showcase 29). 

The professional operetta company began 
its existence on February 10, 1918 7 with 

Delhnger's „Marquis Bonelli\ staged by Angel 
Sladkarov. Unlike the theater, the opera and the 
ballet, the operetta developed excludingly as a pri- 
vate theater. The constant worsening of the wor- 
king condirions brought about to establishing of 

the first Cooperative Theater in 1922 by Mimi 
Balkanska, Assen Ruskov, Tinka Krayeva, the pio- 
neers of the Bulgarian operetta (showcase 29). 

The „Third Bulgarian Kingdom" exhibition is 
the first complete museum representation of a con- 
siderable part of the modern history of Bulgaria. In 
the transitional period from a totalitarian regime 




Ci^euuHuu KoemwMu, peK6u3um u npoetcmu 3a dexopu om meampaxnu, onepuu u daxemuu nocmaHo6tcu, 

nanaxomo na XX 6ex. 

Costumes, stage-property and stage projects for theater, opera and ballet performances, early 20 th century. 
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1947 r. HaM-M3BecTHMflT ot tax e KoonepaTMBHM- 
aT Tearbp, ocHOBaH npe3 1922 r. ot nwoHepwTe Ha 
SijArapcKaTa onepeTa Mmmm Ba/VKaHCKa, AceH Pyc- 
kob, TwHKa KpaeBa w AP- (6umpuua 29). 




to democratic institutions which shaped fluid his- 
torical evaluations of many events of the modern 
times, the exhibition has proved to be a necessary 
step, responding to the increasing social interest 
towards the Third Bulgarian Kingdom. It will na- 
turally be developed and improved further. 
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Opden „3a zpaxcdancica 3acAyza" Ill-a cm., no3Aama, 
euauA. 

Order of Civil Merit, 3 rd class, gilding, enamel. 

Ei<;cno3MLU4;iTa „TpeTO StArapcKO uapcTRo" e 
irbpBOTO y Hac ipiaoctho My3ewHO npeACTaBiiHe Ha 
3HanwTeAHa hrct ot HOBaTa ErhArapcKa wcTopwfl. 

Gb3AaAeiia b nepuoA Ha npexoA Ha o6ujecTBOTo ot 

TOTaAMTapHM IChM A eM OKpaTM4HM crpyicTypi/i w Ha 

HeycTaHOBCHH Bee ouje wcTopwiecKH oijeHKW aa 

MHOrO Cfc6l4TH5I OT HOBOTO U HaM-HOBOTO BpeMe, TSl 

e Heo6xoAHM c-Tan, oTTOBap^ii} na 3acuAeiiH^ 06- 
niecTBeH wHrepec iclm rpeTOTO 6i>ArapcKO uapcTBO, 
kohto npeACTOH Aa ce AopaaBHBa w yci>Bi>piueHCTBa. 



Hazpada na onepnama neduua Xpucmuna fviupfiufia, 
22 whu 1919 U 

Award of the Opera Singer Hristina Morfova, June 22, 
1919. 



Cni4CbK HA CbKPAUlEHHflTA; 

HFITM — HauwoHOAeH noAWTexHw^ecKw My3ew. 
HrMM — HaijwoHaAHa raAepnfl 3a 4y>KAecrpaHH0 

H3KyCTBO. 

HXr — HauwoHaAHa xyAo>icecTBeHa ra/vepw^. 
1JAA — LJetiTpaACtt A'&p^Kaueii apx-nu. 
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AbTOPM: 
IjDCTana Kfioccna 
Mapu/i CuMeoHOBa 
Mapwji 3AaTicoBa 
BwoAeTa BeAMKona 

Ebaokh/i GrawKOBa 
BaAeHTMHa 3a l A [ ropcKa 

Oata ilHeBa 

TaT^iHa AoHeBa 

VUefl u npoeKT: HuKOAaw MapKOB 
OTroBopeH peAaKTop: HwKOAaw MapKOB 
IlpeBOA na aHrAMMCKM e3WK: LjBeTa Paw^eBCKa 
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